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No. 1986-62

AN ACT

HB 1934

Providing for a radongasdemonstrationproject; providing for a low-interest
loan programfor homes contaminatedby radongas infiltration; providing
furtherdutiesof theDepartmentof EnvironmentalResourcesand-thePennsyl-
vaniaHousingFinanceAgency;andmakinganappropriation.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
Thisact shallbeknownandmaybecitedastheRadonGasDemonstration

ProjectandHomeImprovementLoanAct.
Section2. RadonGasDemonstrationProject.

(a) The Departmentof EnvironmentalResourcesshall have the power
and its duty shall be to develop and implement, in cooperationwith the
UnitedStatesGovernmentandprivateindustry,methodsof remedialaction
to reduceunsafelevels of naturallyoccurringradongas in residentialbuild-
ings. Thedepartmentmay enterinto contractswith builders,remodelersand
otherprivatecontractorstoassistthedepartmentin developingexperimental
or prototypic systemsof remedialaction.Suchsystemsshall beinstalledor
incorporatedinto occupiedresidentialbuildings with the permissionof the
owners. Upon completion, any and all materials so incorporatedshall
becomefixtures of the propertyand shall not be removedwithout the
consentof thepropertyowner.

(b) Thedepartmentshallestablishminimum standardsfor materialsand
craftsmanshipof contractorsparticipatingin this project. In addition, the
departmentshalladvisehomeowners,in areasknown to be affectedby high
radonconcentrations,of waystoavoidunscrupulousor unqualifiedcontrac-
tors.
Section3. Low-interesthomeimprovementloans.

(a) The PennsylvaniaHousingFinanceAgency is herebyauthorizedto
establisha low-interestloanprogramto assistpersonswhoseresidenceshave
beeninfiltrated by dangerouslevelsof radongasto financehomeimprove-
mentsdesignedto eitherpreventsuchinfiltration oravoiddangerousconcen-
trationsof radongas from accumulating.

(b) The PennsylvaniaHousingFinanceAgency shall administera low-
interestloanprogrampursuantto theprovisionsof Article IV-B of theactof
December 3, 1959 (P.L.1688, No.621), known as the Housing Finance
AgencyLaw.

(c) The Department of Environmental Resources shall establish
minimum standardsfor materialsandcraftsmanshipof contractorsprovid-
ing homeimprovementsfinancedpursuantto this sectionandmayassistthe
PennsylvaniaHousingFinance Agency in the administrationof the low-
interestloanprogram.
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Section4. Sovereignimmunity.
(a) The Departmentof EnvironmentalResourcesand the Pennsylvania

HousingFinanceAgency,and all employees,officers, officials andboard
membersthereof, shall enjoy sovereignandofficial immunity from suit as
providedby 1 Pa.C.S.§ 2310 (relatingto sovereignimmunity reaffirmed;
specific waiver) for all actionstakenpursuantto this act, and the limited
waiver of sovereignimmunity provided by 42 Pa.C.S.Ch. 85 (relating to
mattersaffectinggovernmentunits) shall not apply to actionstakenwithin
thescopeof thisact.

(b) Notwithstandingany other law to the contrary, the Pennsylvania
HousingFinanceAgencyis a Commonwealthagencyof the Commonwealth
for all purposes,including, but not limited to, the assertionof sovereign
immunity as providedby 1 Pa.C.S.§ 2310 and,exceptas providedby sub-
section (a), the limited waiver of sovereignimmunity as provided by 42
Pa.C.S.Ch. 85.
Section5. Appropriation.

Thesumof $1,000,000,or asmuchthereofasmay benecessary,is hereby
appropriatedto theDepartmentof EnvironmentalResourcesfor thedemon-
strationprojectauthorizedin section 2. Any funds remainingunexpended,
unencumberedanduncommittedon June30, 1987,shalllapse.
Section6. Effectivedate.

(a) Section5 of this actshalltakeeffectJuly 1, 1986.
(b) Theremainderof this actshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The16thdayof May,A. D. 1986.

DICK THORNBURGH


