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AN ACT

HB 1321

Amendingthe act of April 30, 1986(P.L.107, No.36),entitled “An actrelating
to charitableorganizations;requiring theregistrationof suchorganizations;
and regulatingthe solicitation of moneyandpropertyby, or on behalfof,
charitableorganizations,”furtherdefining “charitableorganization.”

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. The definition of “charitableorganization” in section3 of
theactof April 30, 1986(P.L.107, No.36),knownastheCharitableOrgani-
zationReformAct, is a:mendedto read:
Section3. Definitions.

The following words and phraseswhen used in this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunless the context clearly indicates
otherwise:

“Charitableorganization.” A personwhich is or holdsitself out to bea
benevolent,educational,philanthropic,humane,patriotic, religious or elee-
mosynaryorganizationor anypersonwhich solicitsor obtainscontributions
solicitedfrom the public for charitablepurposesafterthe effectivedateof
this act. A chapter,branch,area,office or similar affiliate or any person
solicitingcontributionswithin this Commonwealthfor acharitableorganiza-
tion which has its principal placeof businessoutsidethis Commonwealth
shallbea charitableorganizationfor thepurposesof this act. Thisdefinition
shall notbedeemedtoincludedulyconstitutedreligiousorganization~ri~rirey
group affiliated with andformingan integralpart ofsaid organizationno
part ofthenetincomeofwhich inuresto the directbenefitofanyindividual
andwhichhavereceiveda declarationofcurrenttax-exemptstatusfrom the
governmentofthe UnitedStates:Provided,Thatno affiliated groupshallbe
requiredto obtain suchdeclarationif the parentor principal organization
shallhaveobtainedsame.

Section2. Section7(a) of theactis amendedto read:
Section 7. Exemptionsandshortformregistration.

(a) Exemptions.—-The following charitable organizations shall be
exemptedfromtheregistrationrequirementsin this act:

[(1) Religious organizations which are duly constituted, or a group
affiliated with and forming an integral part of the religious organizations,
and in which no partof their net incomeinures to the direct benefit of an
individual and which has received a declaration of current tax-exempt
statusfrom the FederalGovernment.]
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[(2)] (1) Educationalinstitutions,thecurriculumsof which, in whole
or in part, are registeredor approvedby theStateBoardof Educationof
the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,eitherdirectly or by acceptanceof
accreditationby an accreditingbody recognizedby the State Board of
Education.

L(3)1 (2) Hospitals which are nonprofit and charitable and are
requiredby law to file financial reportsat leastannuallywith theAuditor
Generalof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania:Provided,That acopyof
the annual fiscal report so filed is also filed simultaneouslywith the
bureau.

[(4)1 (3) A local post, camp,chapteror similarly designatedelement
or a county unit of such elementsof a bonafide veterans’organization
which issueschartersto suchlocal elementsthroughoutthis Common-
wealth,a bonafide organizationof volunteerfiremen, a bonafide ambu-
lanceassociationor bonafiderescuesquadassociationor a bonafideaux-
iliary or affiliate of any such organization,provided all its fundraising
activitiesarecarriedon by membersof suchan organizationor an affiliate
thereofandsuchmembersreceiveno compensationdirectlyor indirectly
therefor.

[(5)] (4) Public nonprofit library organizationswhich receivefinan-
cial aid from municipal andStategovernmentsandfile an annualfiscal
reportwith theStateLibrarySystem.

[(6)1 (5) Senior citizen centerswhich are nonprofit and charitable
and which have been grantedtax-exempt statusunder the Internal
RevenueCodeof 1954(68A Stat. 3, 26 U.S.C. § 1 et seq.),providedall
fundraisingactivities are carriedon by membersor officers of such an
organizationand such membersor officers receive no compensation
directlyor indirectlytherefor.

[(7)1 (6) Bona fide parent/teacherassociationsor organizationsas
recognizedin a notarizedletter from the schooldistrict in which they are
located.

Section 3. This act shalltakeeffectimmediatelyandshallberetroactive
to April 30, 1986.

APPRoVED—The1stdayof July,A. D. 1986.

DICK THORNBURGH


