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No. 1986-133

AN ACT

HB 124

Creatingthe PennsylvaniaVeterans’Memorial Commission;prescribingduties;
providing for a PennsylvaniaVeterans’Memorial; establishinga fund; and
makinga generalrepeal.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
This act shall be known and maybe cited asthe PennsylvaniaVeterans’

Memorial CommissionAct.
Section2. Legislativefindings.

(a) Recognitionof contributions.—TheGeneralAssemblyrecognizesthe
great contributionsand unselfish sacrificesmadeby Pennsylvaniaservice
peopleduringarmedconflicts in whichtheUnitedStateswasa-pai-ticipaiit.

(b) Absenceof rnemorial.—TheGeneral Assembly further recognizes
that no adequate,appropriateand permanentmemorial has ever been
erectedin appreciationof andin tribute to thosePennsylvaniaservicepeople
who gavedevotedanddedicatedserviceto their countryand the Common-
wealth.

(c) Erectionof memorial.—TheGeneralAssemblybelievesthat, in con-
siderationof the foregoing, a positive, permanentandpatriotic memorial
shouldbeerectedon thegroundsof the IndiantownGapNationalCemetery
in appreciationof the full measureof devotiongiven by Pennsylvania’svet-
erans.
Section3. Definitions.

The following words and phraseswhen usedin this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunless the context clearly indicates
otherwise:

“Commission.” The PennsylvaniaVeterans’ Memorial Commission
createdby this act.

“Fund.” The PennsylvaniaVeterans’MemorialTrust Fundestablished
by thisact.
Section4. PennsylvaniaVeterans’MemorialCommission.

(a) Establishment.—Thereis herebyestablishedthe PennsylvaniaVeter-
ans’ MemorialCommissionto erecton the groundsof the IndiantownGap
National Cemeteryan appropriatelypatriotic andpositivephysicalmonu-
mentor memorialasa testamentof appreciationfromtheCommonwealth-to
thosePennsylvaniaservicepersonswho servedin armedconflicts in which
theUnited Stateswasa participant.

(b) Compositionof commission.—Thecommissionshallbecomposedof
thefollowing:
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(1) Two membersof the Senateto be appointedby the Presidentpro
temporeof the Senate,one from the majority party and one from the
minority party. Preferenceshallbe given to honorablydischargedveter-
ans.

(2) Two membersof theHouseof Representativesto beappointedby
the Speakerof theHouseof Representatives,onefrom themajorityparty
andone from the minority party. Preferenceshallbe given to honorably
dischargedveterans.

(3) The Secretaryof the Departmentof General Services, or his
designee.

(4) The Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Historical and
MuseumCommission,or hisdesignee.

(5) Onemember,appointedby the Governor,who shall be an archi-
tect.

(6) Fivemembers,appointedby theGovernor,who shallbe Pennsyl-
vaniaveterans.At leastoneof thesemembersshallbea woman.

(7) The Commanderof the PennsylvaniaWar Veteran’sCouncil, or
hisdesignee.

(8) The StateAdjutant of thePennsylvaniaVeteransof ForeignWars,
or hisdesignee.

(9) The PennsylvaniaStateCommanderof the Disabled American
Veterans,or hisdesignee.

(10) The StateAdjutant of the PennsylvaniaAmericanLegion,or his
designee.

(11) The Adjutant Generalof the Departmentof Military Affairs, or
hisdesignee.

(12) The Directorof theBureauof VeteransAffairs in theDepartment
of Military Affairs.

(13) Onemember,appointedby theGovernor,who shallbe a certified
public accountant:
(c) Terms.—Allmembersshallservefor a periodof threeyearsfrom the

dateof their appointmentexceptthatnomemberappointedunderparagraph
(1), (2), (3), (4), (7), (8), (9), (10), (11) or (12)shallservepastthedateof expi-
rationof his or herrespectiveoffice.

(d) Vacancies.—Vacancjesip themembershipof thecommissionshallbe
filled in thesamemannerastheoriginal appointment.

(e) Organizationandprocedure.—
(1) Thecommissionshallmeetinitially within 90daysafterenactment

of this act andshall elect, by a majority of all its members,a chairman,
vicechairmananda secretaryfro~amongits members,eachto servefor a
termof threeyears.

(2) A majority of all membersof the commissionshall constitutea
quorumfor thetransactionof business.

(3) Thecommissionmayadoptrules for its government,organization
andprocedures,notinconsistentwith theprovisionsof this act.
(1) Expenses.—Commissionmembersshall receiveno compensationfor

their servicesbut shall bereimbursedas hereinafterprovided for all neces-
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sarytravel andother reasonableexpensesincurred in connectionwith the
performanceof theirdutiesasmembersofthecommission.
Section5. Dutiesof thecommission.

In addition to otherpowersconferredby this act, the commissionshall
havethepower:

(1) To erecta physicalmonumentto be locatedonthe groundsof the
IndiantownGapNationalCemeteryhonoringPennsylvaniaveterans.

(2) To receivefor andon behalfof the Commonwealth,monetary
gifts or bequestswhichshallbedepositedin thefund.

(3) To acceptgrantsandsubsidiesfrom andenterinto agreementsor
othertransactionswith any Federalagencyor agencyof the Common-
wealthor otherentity.

(4) To enterinto contractsand to executeall instrumentsnecessaryor
convenient for carrying on its operations.

(5) To issue appropriateregulationsfor the implementationof this
act.

(6) To do all other thingsnçcessaryor convenientto carry out the
powersgrantedto it by this act.

Section 6. PennsylvaniaVeterans’MemorialTrustFund.
(a) Establishmentand administration.—Thereis hereby establisheda

separatefund in the StateTreasuryto beknown asthe PennsylvaniaVeter-
ans’ Memorial Trust Fund.The fund shallbe administeredby the commis-
sion, andall moneysin thefund areherebyappropriatedto thecommission
on a continuingbasi:s.

(b) Purpose.—Themoneysin thefundshallbeused:
(1) Fortheselection,designandconstructionof anappropriatephysi-

cal monumenton the groundsof the IndiantownGapNationalCemetery
andothercostsincidentalthereto.

(2) For the paymentof the necessarytravel and other reasonable
expensesincurredby membersof the commission.No morethan0.5%of
the fund shallbe setasidefor this purpose,with theremainingbalanceat
theendof eachfiscalyearreturnedto thecorpusof thefund.
(c) Contributionsandsolicitationof funds.—

(1) Thecommissionis herebyauthorized:
(i) To accept,on behalf of the Commonwealth,gifts, donations,

legaciesandusagesof moneyfrom individuals,organizations,public or
privatecorporationsandothersimilarqntities.

(ii) Tosolicit and raisemoneysfrom public andprivatesources.
(2) All moneysreceivedor raisedunderthis subsectionshall be paid

intotheStateTreasuryandcreditedto thefund.
Section 7. Generalrepeal.

All actsandpartsof actsarerepealedinsofarastheyareinconsistentwith
this act.
Section 8. Initial appointments.

Initial appointmentsto thecommissionshallbemadewithin 30 daysof the
effectivedateof this.act.
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Section9. Expirationof act.
This act shall expirethreeyears from the dateof enactmentunlessit is

soonerreenacted.
Section 10. Effectivedate.

Thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The9thdayof October,A. D. 1986.

DICK THORNBURGH


