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AmendingTitle 18 (CrimesandOffenses)of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStat-

utes,providingfor theprotectionof employmentof crimevictims.
TheGeneralAssemblyof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniaherebyenacts
asfollows:

Section 1. Title 18 of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutesis amended
by addingasectionto read:
§ 4957. Protectionofemploymentofcrimevictimsandwitnesses.

(a) Generalrule.—Anemployershall not deprivean employeeof his
employment,senioritypositionor benefits,or threatenor otherwisecoerce
him with respectthereto,becausetheemployeeattendscourt by reasonof
beinga victim of, or a witnessto, a crime.Nothing in this sectionshall be
construedto require the employerto compensatetheemployeefor employ-
menttimelostbecauseofsuchcourtattendance.

(b) Penalty.—Anemployer who violates subsection (a) commits a
summaryoffense.

(c) Civil remedyavailable.—Ifanemployerpenalizesan employeein vio-
lation ofsubsection(a), theemployeemaybringacivil action.far r~coveryof
wagesandbenefitslostasaresultoftheviolation andforan-orderrequfring
the reinstatementof the employee.Damagesrecoverableshall not exceed
wagesandbenefitsactually lost.If heprevails, theemployeeshallbeallowed
areasonableattorneyfeefixedbythecourt.

Section 2. This act shalltakeeffectin 60days.

APPROVED—The22nddayof October,A. D. 1986.

DICK THORNBURGH


