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No. 1986-192

AN ACT

SB 1141

Providing for thecertification andrecertificationof assessors;establishingeligirn
bility and training requirements;defining the powersanddutiesof the State
Tax EqualizationBoardrelatingtotraining,certificationandrecertificationof
assessors;andauthorizingtheboardto establishfees.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. Shorttitle.
Thisactshall be known andmay be cited asthe AssessorsCertification

Act.
Section2. Definitions.

The following words and phraseswhenused in this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Assessor.” Any personresponsiblefor the valuationof realproperty
for advaloremtaxationpurposes.

“Board.” TheStateTaxEqualizationBoard.
“Certified PennsylvaniaEvaluator.” An individualwho hascompleted

a minimum of 90 hoursof basic coursesof studycoveringthe appraisal
assessingprofessionandhassuccessfullycompletedacomprehensiveexami-
nationcoveringall phasesof the appraisalprocessandtheassessmentfunc-
tion establishedby theassessmentstatutesof thisCommonwealth.

“Revaluationcompany.” A massappraisalcompany.
Section 3. Boardcertificationpowers.

(a) Rulesandregulations.—Theboardmaypromulgaterulesandregula-
tions consistentwith the statutesof this Commonwealthto administerand
enforcetheprovisionsof thisact.

(b) Compensation.—Membersof theboardshall not receivecompensa-
tion but shallbereimbursedfor actualexpensesincurredin the performance
of official dutiesfor thecertificationof assessors.
Section4. Dutiesof theboard.

(a) Certificationof assessors.—Itshallbethedutyof theboardtocertify
all assessorsin this Commonwealth.Any assessoremployed prior to the
passageof thisact but not holdingthe title of Certified PennsylvaniaEvalu-
atorshallhavethreeyearsfrom theeffectivedateof thisactto obtaincertifi-
cationby the board.Any assessoremployedafter the effectivedateof this
actshallobtaincertificationwithin aperiodof threeyearsfrom theeffective
dateof employmentasan assessor.However,anypersonholdingthetitle of
Certified PennsylvaniaEvaluatorwho has been assessingproperty for a
minimumof oneyearimmediatelyprior to theeffectivedateof thisactor an
assessorwho hasten years of experienceandservicein assessingproperty
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with the same county immediately prior to the effective date of this act shall
be recognized ascertifiedby the board. During the interim, thenoncertified
assessorsshallbe deemedtobeprovisionallycertifiedby theboard.

(b) Qualification of revaluation company personnel.—Any person
employedby a revaluationcompanywhois directlyresponsiblefor thevalu-
ationof realpropertyshallhavemettheeducationalrequirementsof thisact
or successfullycompletededucationalcoursesequalto the minimuin=qu-alifi-
cationsestablishedby theboard.Failureto meetthe requirementscontained
in this sectionwill prohibit thatpersonfrom determiningthe valueof real
propertyin thisCommonwealth.

(c) Recertificationof assessors.—Recertificationis a programof contin-
uingprofessionaleducationof assessorsapprovedby theboard.At five-year
intervals,eachcertifiedassessormust accumulatenot lessthan50credits,as
definedby the board,of continuingeducationrelating to assessmentand
appraisalpractices.Certified assessorshaving accumulatedthe required
creditsshallautomaticallyberecertified.No applicationprocedureor exami-
nationshallberequired.
Section 5. Qualifications.

(a) General rule.—-A11 assessors in this Commonwealth shall meet the
requirementsenumerated in subsection (b).

(b) Requirements.•—An applicant shall meet the following requirements:
(1) Theapplicantshall have a high schooldiploma, or its equivalent,

or two yearsof assessing experience.
(2) The applicant shall be at least 18 years of age.
(3) The applicant shall be a resident of this Commonwealth for at least

six months.
(4) The applicant shall have successfullycompletedaminimum of 90

hours of the basic courses of study of the International Association of
AssessingOfficersor thebasiccoursesof studyof theAssessorsAssocia-
tion of Pennsylvaniacoveringthe appraisalassessingprofessionor any
otherprofessionalcoursesacceptabletotheboard.At thediscretionof the
countycommissioners,thecountymay reimbursecountyassessorsfor the
costs of completing the courses of study required by this subsection.

Section 6. Certification.
(a) Requirement.~—All assessors in this Commonwealth shall be certified

under this act.
(b) Application.——Application for certification shall be made to the

board by completion of the board’s prescribedapplicationform andshall be
accompanied by the appropriate feeestablishedby the board.

(c) Examination.•—Applicantsshall successfullycompletea comprehen-
siveexamination,proctoredbyamemberof theboard,or adesignee,cover-
ing all phasesof the appraisalprocessandthe assessmentfunction estab-
lishedby theassessmentstatutesof thisCommonwealth.

(d) Certification.—Upon successful completion of the comprehensive
examination, the board shall issue a CertifiedPennsylvaniaEvaluator’sCer-
tificateto theapplicant.
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(e) Licensure.—Nothing in this act shall relieve any individual or
companyfrom the presentlegal obligationto be licensedas a real estate
brokerpursuantto the act of February19, 1980 (P.L.15, No.9), knownas
theRealEstateLicensingandRegistrationAct.
Section7. Fees.

Theboardshallestablishby regulationsuch feesasit deemsnecessaryto
comply with theintentof thisact.
Section8. Dispositionof fees.

All feescollectedunder this actshall be depositedin arestrictedreceipt
accounttobeadministeredby theboardfor theadministratiowoftMs:act.
Section 9. Nonapplicability.

Thisactshallnot applyto countiesof thefirst andsecondclass.
Section 10. Expiration.

This actshallexpirein five years.
Section11. Effectivedate.

Thisactshalltakeeffectin 90days.

APPROVED—The17thdayof December,A. D. 1986.

DICK THORNBURGH


