
1680 Act 1986-194 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

No. 1986-194

AN ACT

HB 35

Amendingtheact of May 22, 1933(P.L.853,No.155),entitled “An actrelating
to taxation; designatingthe subjects,propertyand personssubject to and
exemptfrom taxationfor all local purposes;providing for andregulatingthe
assessmentandvaluationof persons,propertyand subjectsof taxationfor
countypurposes,andfor theuseof thosemunicipalandquasi-municipalcor-
porationswhich levy theirtaxeson countyassessmentsandvaluations;amend-
ing, revisingandconsolidatingthe law relatingthereto;andrepealingexisting
laws,” providing for refundsfor errorsin assessmepts;and furtherproviding
forappealsof assessments.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. The actof May 22, 1933 (P.L.853,No.155),known as The
GeneralCountyAssessmentLaw, is amendedby addingasectiontoread:

Section505.1. Errors in AssessmentsandRefunds.—Wheneverthrough
mathematicalor clerical error an assessmentis mademorethan it should
havebeen,andtaxesare paidon suchincorrectassessment,thecountycom-
missioners,actingasaboardofrevisionoftaxes,or theboardfor theassess-
mentandrevisionoftaxes,upon discoveryofsucherror andcorrectionof
the assessmentshall so inform the appropriatetaxing district or districts,
whichshallmakea refundto thetaxpayeror taxpayersfor the-period-ofthe
error orsixyears, whicheveris less,from thedateofapplicationfor refund
ordiscoveryofsucherror bytheboard. Reassessment,with orwithoutappli-
cation by the owner, as a decisionofjudgmentbasedon the methodof
assessmentbytheboard, shallnotconstitutean error underthissection.

Section2. Section 511(b)and(c) of theact,amendedDecember13, 1982
(P.L.1160,No.268),areamendedto read:

Section511. Boardof Revisionto HearandPasson Appeals._** *

(b) In anyappealof an assessmentthe commissioners,actingasaboard
of revisionof taxes,or the boardfor the assessmentandrevision of taxes,
shallmakethefollowing determinations:

(1) [The currentmarketvalueof the property for the tax yearin ques-
fion.1 Themarketvalue asof the datesuch appealwasfiled before the
countycommissioners,actingasa boardofrevisionoftaxes,or the board
for theassessmentandrevisionoftaxes.

(2) The common level ratio publishedby the State Tax Equalization
Boardon orbeforeJuly 1 oftheyearprior to thetaxyearbeingappealedto
the county commissioners,acting as a board of revision of taxes,or the
boardfor theassessmentandrevisionoftaxes.

(c) Thecounty commissioners,actingasaboardof revision of taxes,or
the board for the assessmentand revision of taxes,after determiningthe
[currenti marketvalueof the property[for the tax year in question],shall
then apply the establishedpredeterminedratio to such value unless the
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commonlevel ratio publishedby theState Tax Equalization Board on or
beforeJuly1 oftheyearprior to the taxyearbeingappealedto thecounty
commissioners,acting asa boardof revisionoftaxes,or theboardfor the
assessmentand revisionof taxesvaries by more than fifteen per centum
(15°Io)from the establishedpredeterminedratio, in which casethe commis-
sioners,actingasaboardof revisionof taxes,or aboardfor theassessment
andrevision of taxes,shall apply [the] that samecommonlevel ratio to the
Icurrent]marketvalueof theproperty[for thetaxyearin question].

Section3. Section 518.2oftheact,addedDecember13, 1982(P.L.1160,
No.268), isamendedtoread:

Section518.2. Appealsto Court.—(a) In any appealof an assessment
thecourtshallmakethefollowingdeterminations:

(1) [The currentmarketvalueof the propertyfor the tax yearin ques-
tion.] Themarketvalue as of the datesuch appealwasfiled before the
countycommissioners,actingasa board ofrevision oftaxes,or the board
for theassessmentandrevisionoftaxes.In theeventsubsequentyearshave
beenmadea part of the appeal, the court shall determinethe respective
marketvalueforeachsuchyear.

(2) Thecommonlevelratio whichwasapplicablein theoriginal appeaLto
the countycommissioners,actingas a board of revision of taxes,or the
boardfor theassessmentandrevisionoftaxes.In theeventsubsequentyears
havebeenmadeapartoftheappeal,thecourtshall determinetherespective
commonlevelratio for eaèhsuchyearpublishedby theStateTaxEqualiza-
tion Board on or before July 1 of the yearprior to the tax year being
appealed.

(b) The court,after determiningthe [current] marketvalueof the prop-
erty [for the tax yearin question]pursuantto subsection(a)(1), shall then
apply the establishedpredeterminedratio to such valueunlessthe corre-
spondingcommonlevel ratio determinedpursuanttosubsection(aX2) ‘i~aries
by morethanfifteen percentum(15%) from theestablishedpredetermined
ratio, in whichcasethecourtshallapplytherespectivecommonlevelratio to
the[current]correspondingmarketvalueof the property[for the tax yearin
question].

(c) Nothing hereinshall preventany appellantfrom appealinganybase
yearvaluationwithout referenceto ratio.

Section4. Section 1 of this act shall applyto all errors on assessments
discoveredon or afterJanuary1, 1981.

Section5. Sections2 and3 of thisact shallapplyto all casespendingon
the effective dateof this actor arisingthereafterbeforea boardof assess-
ment,countycommissionersor court.

Section6. Thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The17thdayof December,A. D. 1986.

DICK THORNBURGH


