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SB 551

No. 1987-15

AN ACT

Establishingthe RuralEconomicDevelopmentProgramfor rural Pennsylvania;
imposingadditional powersand dutieson theDepartmentof Commerce,the
Departmentof Educationandthe StateSystemof HigherEducation;making
appropriations;andmakingarepeal.
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The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

CHAPTER 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 101. Shorttitle.
This actshallbeknownandmaybecited asthe RuralEconomicDevelop-

mentProgramAct.
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Section 102. Legislativepurpose.
The purposeof this act is to establisha comprehensiverural economic

developmentprogramfor Pennsylvaniaasdefinedin this act.

CHAPTER 3
RURAL RESEARCHAND DEVELOPMENT

Section301. Hardwoodutilization.
The Departmentof Commerceshall, throughthe NorthcentralPennsyl-

vaniaRegionalPlanningand DevelopmentCommission,enterinto a con-
tract with a nonprofit corporationin an effort to promote the following
objectives:

(1) Insurethe continuedgrowth of the vital hardwoodindustry and
therenewablehardwoodresource.

(2) Increasethe efficiencyof the existinghardwoodindustrieswithin
this Commonwealth.

(3) Expandthehardwoodindustrialbaseby encouragingthedevelop-
ment of newhardwoodindustries.

(4) Enhancethe use of hardwoodresourcesthrough new product
development.

(5) Help createtheclimateto enhancefutureprivateandpublic invest-
mentin thehardwoodindustry.

(6) Encouragethe hardwoodindustryto providejobs which will stim-
ulatetheoveralleconomy.

(7) Insure that effective communication and cooperation exists
betweenthe hardwoodindustry and the Departmentof Environmental
Resources,theDepartmentof Agriculture, theDepartmentof Commerce,
the PennsylvaniaStateUniversity CooperativeExtensionand interested
researchanddevelopmentcommunities.

Section 302. Brineresearchanddevelopment.
(a) Departmental program.—The Department of Commerce shall

providefinancialassistanceto eligible applicantsfor qualifyingresearchand
developmentprojectsto promotetheenvironmentallysafeanth~conomicaIly
viable management,disposaland reuseof brine andother wastewaterspro-
ducedinconjunctionwith oil andgasoperationsin this Commonwealth.

(b) Projectgrants.—Thefinancialassistanceshall be usedfor grantsby
the AdvancedTechnologyCenterof Central andNorthern Pennsylvania,
Inc., to beadministeredby a projectreviewcommittee.

(c) Compositionof comrnittee.—Theprojectreview committeeshallbe
composedof five members,all of whom shallbe residentsof this Common-
wealth.Fourmembersshallbeeitherpetroleumengineers,petroleumgeolo-
gists or experienceddrillers’ representativesdesignatedby the Pennsylvania
Oil and Gas Association and PennsylvaniaNatural Gas Associates.One
membershall bethe Secretaryof EnvironmentalResourcesor hisdesignated
representative.

(d) Committeeduties.—Theproject review committeeshall solicit and
reviewapplicationsforassistanceandshallrecommendfor approvalthetype
andlevelof fundingfor qualifyingprojects.
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(e) Matchinggrants.—Nonprofitinstitutionsandorganizationsandedu-
cational institutionsshall providematchingfunds or supportin an amount
equalto no less than15¾of thetotalprojectcost.Businessenterprisesand
otherprivatepersonsshallprovidematchingfundsor supportin anamount
equaltono lessthan50¾of thetotalprojectcost.

(0 Definitions.—Asusedin this section,the term “researchand devel-
opmentproject” meansanactivity entirely or largely conductedin Pennsyl-
vaniarelatingto:

(1) Basicandappliedresearchconcerningthe management,handling,
disposalandreuseof brine andwastewatersproducedin associationwith
theproductionof oil andgasin this Commonwealth.

(2) Demonstrationof appropriatelyscaled, innovative or commer-
cially unproventechnologywhich facilitates the management,handling,
disposalandreuseof oil andgasproductionbrinesandwhich is economi-
cally viable for the small independentoil andgasproducersin this Com-
monwealth.

(3) Activities which removeobstaclesto the management,handling,
disposalandreuseof brine andwastewatersproducedin associationwith
theproductionof oil andgasin thisCommonwealth.

Section303. Ruralmarketingandpromotion.
(a) Program.—TheDepartmentof Commerceshallestablisha program

for the developmentof a ruralmarketingplanandpromotionof industries,
availablecommercialand industrialsitesandproductsindigenous-to-thearea
coveredby local developmentdistricts. The marketingplan shall be devel-
opedthroughcooperativeefforts of existingeconomicdevelopmentgroups
within theregionservedby the local developmentdistrictandshallincludea
computerizedinventoryof availableindustrialandcommercial:sites~and-sup-
portinginfrastructurefor eachsite.

(b) Administration.—TheDepartmentof Commerceshalladministerthe
programby providinggrantsto AppalachianLocal DevelopmentDistricts,
not to exceed$100,000per district, for the developmentof the marketing
plan. Decisionsconcerningthe priority of a grantshall first considerthose
areaswith thehighestlevel of unemploymentandtheextento1 theruralarea
served.
Section304. Rural tourism.

(a) Departmentgrants.—TheDepartmentof Commerceshall provide
grantsto AppalachianLocal DevelopmentDistricts, not to exceed$30,000
per district, for the developmentof a regional tourism brochureand map
designatingthe historic sitesand touristattractionswithin the regionserved
by the district. This information shall be developedthrough cooperative
efforts of existingtourismpromotionanddevelopmentagencieswithin the
areaservedby thedistrict.

(b) Regional tourismprograms.—Eachlocal developmentdistrict shall
providea regionaltourismdevelopmentprogramwhich will serveasan inte-
gralpartof theeconomicdevelopmentplanwithin thelocal developmentdis-
trict.
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Section305. Feasibilitystudies.
The Departmentof Commerceshallmakegrantsto the appropriatelocal

developmentdistrictstoconductthefollowing:
(1) A feasibility studyconductedby the local developmentdistrict or

thecountyor any designeethereof,to developaregionaltourismdevelop-
ment and investmentstrategyto determinethe economicfeasibility of a
recreationalcomplexwithin WarrenandMcKeanCounties.

(2) A feasibility studyconductedby thelocal developmentdistrict or
the countyor anydesigneethereofin cooperationwith theDepartmentof
EnvironmentalResources,to developa regionaltourismdevelopmentand
investmentstrategyto determinethe economicfeasibility of a proposed
recreationalcomplexon private landsadjacentto the Cook ForestState
Park.

CHAPTER 5
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

Section501. Educationaldevelopmentprograms.
The Departmentof Educationshall enterinto purchaseof service con-

tractswith thefollowinginstitutions:
(1) The University of Pittsburgh,Titusville Campus,for the imple-

mentationof the instructionaland studentdevelopmentprogramsestab-
lished for, but not limited to, rural studentscoming from educationally
disadvantagedbackgrounds.

(2) The Warren-ForestHigher EducationCouncil for theestablishing
of ruralpostsecondaryservicesin WarrenandForestcounties.

(3) The University cf Pittsburgh,Bradford Campus,to fund Elk
CountyHigherEducationCouncil.

(4) The PennsylvaniaState University CooperativeExtension for
expansionof existingrural leadershiptrainingprograms.

Section502. StateSystemof HigherEducation.
TheStateSystemof HigherEducationshalldevelopacontractwith Mans-

field University of the StateSystemof Higher Educationfor the Mansfield
University Rural Services Institute to develop an education outreach
programprovidingeducationaltoolsgearedto ruralcommunity-needs.

CHAPTER 7
APPROPRIATIONS

Section701. AppropriationtotheDepartmentof Commerce.
The sumof $1,025,000,or as muchthereofas maybe necessary,is hereby

appropriatedto the Departmentof Commercefor the fiscal year July 1,
1986, to June30, 1987,to carryouttheprovisionsof Chapter3. Thisappro-
priationshallbeallocatedasfollows:

(1) Thesumof $200,000is allocatedfor purposesof thehardwooduti-
lization program.

(2) Thesumof $100,000is allocatedfor purposesof the brineresearch
anddevelopmentprogram.
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(3) Thesumof $500,000is allocatedfor purposesof theruralmarket-
ing andindustrialpromotionprogram.

(4) Thesumof $175,000is allocatedfor purposesof therural tourism
program.

(5) Thesumof $25,000is allocatedfor purposesof an economicfeasi-
bility study of a recreationalcomplexwithin WarrenandMcKeanCoun-
ties.

(6) Thesumof $25,000is allocatedfor purposesof theeconomicfea-
sibility study in cooperation with the Departmentof Environmental
Resourcesof a proposedrecreationalcomplexon privatelandsadjacentto
theCookForestStatePark.

Section702. AppropriationtotheDepartmentof Education.
The sumof $250,000,or asmuch thereofas may be necessary,is hereby

appropriatedto theDepartmentof Educationfor thefiscalyearJuly 1, 1986,
to June30, 1987, to carry out the provisionsof section501. This appropri-
ationshallbeallocatedas follows:

(I) The sum of $100,000shall be allocatedto the studenteducation
developmentprogramat TitusvilleCampus.

(2) The sumof $100,000shallbeallocated to therural postsecondary
educationprogramin WarrenandForestCounties.

(3) The sum of $35,000shallbe allocatedfor the funding of theElk
CountyHigher EducationCouncil.

(4) The sum of $15,000shall be allocated for the expansionof the
rural leadershiptrainingprogram.

Section703. AppropriationtotheStateSystemof HigherEducation.
The sumof $100,000,or as muchthereofas may benecessary,is hereby

appropriatedto theStateSystemof HigherEducationfor thefiscalyearJuly
1, 1986,toJune30, 1987,to carryout theprovisionsof section502.
Section704. Appropriationsnonlapsing.

Theappropriationsmadein sections701,702 and 703 shallbecontinuing
appropriationsandshallnot lapseuntil June30, 1988.

CHAPTER 9
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Section 901. Repeal.
The appropriationin the amount of $2,750,000to the Departmentof

Commercefor Rural EconomicDevelopmentin section208 of the act of
July 1, 1986(P.L.1776,No.SA),knownastheGeneralAppropriationAct of
1986, is repealed insofar as that appropriation exceeds the sum of
$1,375,000.The sumof money repealedby this sectionis reappropriatedin
sections701,702 and703 of this act.
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Section902. Effectivedate.
Thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The30thdayof June,A. D. 1987.

LAWS OFPENNSYLVANIA

ROBERT P. CASEY


