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No. 1987-16

AN ACT

HB 689

Providingfor the revitalizationof ruralPennsylvania;establishingthe-Centerfor
Rural Pennsylvania;providingfor ruraleducationpartnershipsandadult liter-
acy programs;allocatingfundsappropriatedto the Departmentof Commerce
for a RegionalCenterfor Continuing Educationof HealthSciencePractitio-
nersinwesternPennsylvania;makingappropriations;andmakinga-repeal.
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The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:
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CHAPTER 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 101. Shorttitle.
Thisact shallbeknown andmay becited astheRural PennsylvaniaRevi-

talizationAct.

CHAPTER 3
CENTER FOR RURAL PENNSYLVANIA

Section301. Establishmentof Centerfor RuralPennsylvania.
ThereisherebyestablishedtheCenterfor RuralPennsylvania,which shall

beanagencyof theGeneralAssembly.
Section302. Boardof directors.

(a) Members.—TheCenterfor RuralPennsylvaniashallbegovernedby
aboardof directorswhich shallconsistof 11 members.The Speakerof the
Houseof Representativesshall appoint two membersfrom the Houseof
Representatives,one from the majority party and one from the minority
party.The Presidentpro temporeof the Senateshall appointtwo members
from the Senate,one from the majority party andone from the minority
party. Two membersshall be representativesof universities in the State
Systemof Higher Education.One membershallbe from The Pennsylvania
StateUniversity. Onemembershall be from the University of Pittsburgh.
One membershall be the Director of the NortheastRegional Centerfor
RuralDevelopment.TheGovernorshallappointtwo membersfrom thefol-
lowing Statewideorganizations:PennsylvaniaRural Electric Association,
PennsylvaniaGrangeAssociation,PennsylvaniaFarmers’ Associationand
PennsylvaniaRural Coalition.

(b) Terms.—Theterm of office of all membersof theboardshallbe two
years.Eachmembershallbeeligibleto bereappointedto theboard.

(c) Meetings; quorum.-—The board shall meet at least every four
months,or as often as it deemsnecessary.Six membersof the boardshall
constitutea quorum.

(d) Expenses.—Themembersof theboard, exceptfor thedirectorof the
Centerfor Rural Pennsylvania,shall servewithoutsalaryor compensation,
but shall be entitled to suchexpensesas arereasonableandnecessaryto the
performanceof their duties.
Section303. Dutiesof Centerfor RuralPennsylvania.

(a) Principal duty.—TheCenterfor RuralPennsylvaniashalladminister
grantsto conductresearchon mattersrelatedto ruralconditions.Theroleof
thecentershallbeto facilitateandcoordinatebasicandappliedresear-ch-and
servicecomponentsfor faculty, staffandstudentsof thoseinstitutionsiden-
tIfied in section304(a) dealingin issuesregardingthewelfareof rural Penn-
sylvania.

(b) Regulations.—Theboardshall promulgateregulationsconcerning
thegrantprogramadministeredby theCenterfor RuralPennsylvania.
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Section304. Grants.
(a) Eligibility.—Grants shall be available only to the qualified faculty

membersof thevariouscollegesanduniversitymembersof the StateSystem
of HigherEducationandthecurrentlandgrantuniversity.

(b) Amounts.—Nograntshallexceedthesumof $50,000.
(c) Subjects.—Thesubjectareasof thegrantprogramareasfollows:

(1) Ruralpeopleandcommunities.
(2) Economicdevelopment.
(3) Localgovernmentfinanceandadministration.
(4) Communityservices.
(5) Naturalresourcesandenvironment.
(6) Educationaloutreach.
(7) Ruralvaluesandsocialchange. -

Section305. Administrativematters.
(a) Director.—TheCenterfor RuralPennsylvaniashallbeoperatedby a

director,who shallbeselectedby theboard.
(b) Duties of director.—The director shallemploy suchpersonsas heor

she deemsappropriatefor the administrationof thegrantprogramsautho-
rized by this act. Thedirector shallalso makesuchotherexpendituresasthe
boarddeemsnecessary,providingthatnotmore than 15% of the appropri-
ationshallbeusedforadministrativeexpenses.
Section306. Database.

(a) Creation.—TheCenter for Rural Pennsylvaniashall developand
maintain an appropriatebaseof knowledgeand information aboutrural
conditionsandneeds.Thisshallbeaccomplishedthrougha database.

(b) Major areas.—Thedatabaseshallincludethe following majorareas
of concern:

(1) Agriculture.
(2) Economicdevelopment.
(3) Localgovernmentcapacityandfiscal stressindicators.
(4) Transportation.
(5) Sociodemographics.
(6) Healthcareandhumanservices.
(7) Environmentandnaturalresources.
(8) Education.
(9) Condition of the extant local infrastructureof Pennsylvania’s

ruralcommunities. -

(c) Arrangement.—Thedatashallbearrangedin sucha mannerso asto
facilitate the monitoring of relationshipsbetweenand among the various
sectorsidentifiedfor inclusionin theinformationsystem.
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CHAPTER 5
RURAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS

SUBCHAPTER A
RURAL EDUCATION PARTNERSHIPS

Section501. Purposes.
The StateSystemof Higher Education,in cooperationwith its member

universities,shall establisha programof educationpartnershipsto provide
outreachandservicesto rural schooldistrictsandotherrural groupswhich
will resultin the sharingof the resourcesof theuniversitiesfor thebenefitof
the rural population. In addition, the educationpartnershipprogramshall
attemptto increaseparticipationin highereducationby studentsfrom rural
areas.
Section502. Eligibility; funding.

The StateSystemof HigherEducationshallallocatefunds to eachpartici-
patingmemberuniversity basedupon thegeographicsize andpopulationof
its rural serving area.No allocationshall be less than $10,000. All funds
appropriatedby this actshallbe distributedto theparticipatingmemberuni-
versities.

SUBCHAPTER B
RURAL ADULT LITERACY PROGRAM

Section 531. Purposeof program.
The StateSystemof Higher Education,in cooperationwith Clarion Uni-

versity, shall establisha Rural Adult LiteracyProgram.The purposesand
objectivesof theprogramare:

(1) To gatherinformationthatmoredirectly identifiesthe intensityo-f
illiteracy amongPennsylvania’sruraladults.

(2) To identify resourcepeople,representingboth the privateas well
as the public sector,who canassistin combatingadult illiteracy through
theuseof the localpublic library.

(3) To organizea conferencedealingwith the topic of illiteracy that
wouldinvolve theresourcepeopleidentifiedin paragraph(2).

(4) To developviable strategiesthat canbe implementedin the rural
public librarytoovercomeadult illiteracy.

(5) To developa demonstrationprojectin a Pennsylvaniarural public
library which will put into practice strategiesof overcoming adult
illiteracy.

(6) To evaluatethis demonstrationprojectfor thepossibility of use in
otherplacesin Pennsylvania.

- CHAPTER 7
REGIONAL CENTER FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION

Section701. RegionalCenterforContinuingEducation.
The Departmentof Commerceshall allocatethe sumof $400,000to the

University of Pittsburghto establisha RegionalCenterfor ContinuingEdu-
cation of Health SciencePractitionersin westernPennsylvania.The pro-
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posedRegionalCenterwill provide the23 countiesof westernPennsylvania
with an outreachprogramof continuingeducation,consultationandevalua-
tion servicesas close aspossibleto “where they live” in order to increase
their expertisein providinghealthcareto theresidentsof theregionandin
planningandevaluatingregionalhealthservices.

CHAPTER 9
APPROPRIATIONS

Section901. AppropriationforCenterfor RuralPennsylvania.
The sumof $700,000,or as muchthereofas maybe necessary,is hereby

appropriatedto theCenterfor RuralPennsylvaniafor thefiscalyearJuly 1,
1986,to June30, 1987,to carry outthe provisionsof Chapter3 of this act.
Two hundredthousanddollars of the $700,000appropriationshall beused
to createadatabasefor ruralPennsylvania.
Section902. Appropriationto StateSystemof HigherEducation.

(a) The sum of $225,000,or asmuch thereofas may be necessary,is
herebyappropriatedto the StateSystemof Higher Educationfor the fiscal
year July 1, 1986,to June30, 1987, for the establishmentandoperationof
theruraleducationpartnershipprograms.

(b) The sum of $50,000, or as much thereofas may be necessary,is
herebyappropriatedto the StateSystemof Higher Educationfor the fiscal
yearJuly 1, 1986,to June30, 1987, for allocationtothe Centerfor theStudy
of RuralLibrarianshipof the Collegeof Library Science,ClarionUniversity
of Pennsylvaniaof theStateSystemof Higher Educationfor the purposes
setforth in section 531.
Section903. Appropriationto Departmentof Commerce.

The sumof $400,000is herebyappropriatedto theDepartmentof Com-
mercefor thefiscalyearJuly 1, 1986,to June30, 1987, for allocationto the
Universityof Pittsburghto establisha RegionalCenterfor ContinuingEdu-
cationof HealthSciencePractitionersin westernPennsylvaniain accordance
with theprovisionsof Chapter7.
Section904. Appropriationsnonlapsing.

Theappropriationsmadein sections901, 902 and903 shallbe continuing
appropriationsandshallnot lapseuntil June30, 1988.

CHAPTER 11
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Section 1101. Repeal.
The appropriationin the amount of $2,750,000to the Departmentof

Commercefor Rural EconomicDevelopmentin section208 of the act of
July1, 1986 (P.L.1776,No.5A), knownastheGeneralAppropriationAct of
1986, is repealed insofar as that appropriation exceedsthe sum of
$1,375,000.The sumof moneyrepealedby this sectionis reappropriatedin
sections901,902 and903 of thisact.
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Section 1102. Effectivedate.
Thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The30thdayof June,A. D. 1987.

LAWS OFPENNSYLVANIA

ROBERT P. CASEY


