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AN ACT

HB 87

Providingfor thecelebrationof the200thAnniversaryof thefirst readingof the
newlyadoptedUnitedStatesConstitution;andprovidingfor aJointSessionof
theGeneralAssemblyto beheldatIndependenceHall in Philadelphia,Penn-
sylvania.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
This actshall be known andmay be cited as the Commemorationof the

First Readingof the United StatesConstitutionto the 1787 GeneralAssem-
bly of PennsylvaniaAct.
Section2. Legislativefindingsandpurpose.

(a) Findings.—TheGeneralAssemblyfindsasfollows:
(1) On September18, 1787, the eight Pennsylvaniadelegatesto the

ConstitutionalConventionof 1787 presentedto thePennsylvaniaGeneral
Assemblythe newly adoptedConstitutionof the United Statesfor a first
reading.

(2) The 55-member1787 ConstitutionalConvention,aftermeetingfor
four monthsin the AssemblyRoomof the old StateHousein Philadel-
phia,which is nowrepresentedas IndependenceHall, presentedtheresult
of their effort, adoptedthe day before,to the PennsylvaniaLegislature
assembledon the secondfloor of theStateHouse.The newUnitedStates
Constitution,replacing the Articles of Confederation,was read to the
assemblagealongwith the ConventionReport,Resolution,andaletterto
the“ severallegislatures”signedby George
Washington,Presidentof theConstitutionalConvention.

(3) BenjaminFranklin, Presidentof the SupremeExecutiveCouncil,
composedaspeech,askingforsupportof thenewConstitution,whichwas
alsosubmittedto thePennsylvaniaGeneralAssemblyof 1787.It statedin
part “ I doubt whetherany other
conventionwecanobtainmaybeableto makeabetterConstitution.”
(b) Purpose.—

(1) Thecommemorat:ionof thereadingof the UnitedStatesConstitu-
tion to thePennsylvaniaGeneralAssemblyof 1787 is of particularimpor-
tanceto Pennsylvaniansbecauseof Pennsylvania’sfundamentalrole asa
“keystone”in thefoundationof theUnitedStatesConstitution.

(2) Pennsylvanianswere first governedby this uniquesystemthrough
the 1776 Constitutionof Pennsylvania;however,this philosophyof gov-
ernmentwasoriginally written in William Penn’s“TheFrameof Govern-
mentof theProvenceof Pennsylvania”in 1682.
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(3) Throughthe commemorationof the first reading of the United
StatesConstitutionto thePennsylvaniaGeneralAssembly,it is hoped,by
Pennsylvania’sGeneralAssembly of 1987, that all Pennsylvanianswill
becomemoreawareof the provisionsof the United StatesConstitution
which protect our freedom and will become proud of Pennsylvania’s
uniqueplacein itscreation.

(4) Whilethe rights of all America’speoplewerenot fully recognized
atthetimeof theinitial ratification of theUnitedStatesConstitution,it is
nowclearthattheoriginal Constitutionwas aliving, pliabledocument.It
was amendableto constructive, positive change which has resulted,
throughamendmentsto the document,in full recognition of previously
unrecognizedgroups.In thisconnection,thecommemorationof Pennsyl-
vania’sratification of the UnitedStatesConstitutionshouldacknowledge
the historicalunderpinningsof the Constitution,anditspastinequities,as
well as recognizetheConstitutionasa vehicle for real changein recogni-
tion of legalrightsnowenjoyedby previouslydisenfranchisedgrs.

Section3. Commemorationof the readingof the UnitedStatesConstitu-
tion.

(a) Joint Session of General Assembly.—At 1:00 p.m. on Friday,
September18, 1987,a JointSessionof theGeneralAssemblyshallbeheldat
IndependenceHall, Philadelphia,Pennsylvania,in commemorationof the
Constitution’sfirst reading.

(b) Agenda.—Thesessionshall includean addresson the United States
Constitutionandresolutionsofferedby theGeneralAssemblyon-suchtopics
asthe ConventionReport,GeorgeWashington’sletterandBenjaminFrank-
lin’s speechtothePennsylvaniaGeneralAssemblyof 1787.
Section4. Expenses.

All reasonableexpensesincurred by the General Assembly and its
memberspursuantto thisact shall bepaid or reimbursedfrom fundsappro-
priatedto the ChiefClerk of the Senateand theHouseof Representatives
jointly in theactof July 3, 1987 (P.L.459,No.9A), known asthe General
AppropriationAct of 1987,andshallbegovernedby theexpenselimitations,
proceduresandrequirementscontainedin the FinancialOperatingRulesof
the Senatefor expensesof theSenate,its membersandemployeesandby the
expenselimitations,proceduresandrequirementsof theHouse-ofRepresen-
tatives for expensesof the House of Representatives,its membersand
employees.
Section5. Effectivedate.

Thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The1stdayof July, A. D. 1987.

ROBERTP. CASEY


