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Providing for the appointment of a Commissioner of Mental Health; establishing
powers and duties of the commissioner; and making a repeal.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby
enacts as follows:

Section 1. Commissioner of Mental Health.

The Secretary of Public Welfare shall appoint, with the approval of the
Governor, a deputy secretary who shall have the title of Commissioner of
Mental Health and who shall have training and experience in the field of
mental health, as well as broad administrative experience. The commis-
sioner, with the approval of the secretary, shall develop plans and programs
and make recommendations with respect to the general policy of the Com-
monwealth’s mental health program. The commissioner shall initiate,
develop and, with the approval of the secretary, carry into effect plans and
programs designed to prevent, treat and cure the mentally ill. The commis-
sioner shall recommend to the secretary such professional and skilled person-
nel as may be necessary to carry out the plans and programs of the depart-
ment in the field of mental health. The commissioner shall organize and
institute intensive and specialized training of mental health personnel in
order to qualify them for dealing with special problems presented by the
criminal population and shall establish, operate and maintain, in the larger
district offices of the Pennsylvania Board of Probation and Parole, units to
provide psychological and psychiatric services to the board and shall-assign
to these units trained personnel specialized in psychiatry and psychology.
The commissioner shall recommend to the secretary the appointment of the
superintendents of State mental institutions who in turn shall assign, appoint
and dismiss personnel of the institutions.

Section 2. Repeals.

Section 1111 of the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known as the
Public Welfare Code, is hereby repealed.

Section 3. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The 9th day of July, A. D. 1987.
ROBERT P. CASEY



