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No. 1987-32

AN ACT

HB 526

Providingfor theappointmentof aCommissionerof MentalHealth;establishing

powersanddutiesof thecommissioner;andmakinga repeal.
The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Commissionerof MentalHealth.
The Secretaryof Public Welfare shallappoint,with the approvalof the

Governor,a deputy secretarywho shall havethe title of Commissionerof
Mental Healthand who shall havetraining and experiencein the field of
mental health, as well as broadadministrativeexperience.The commis-
sioner,with theapprovalof the secretary,shalldevelopplansandprograms
andmakerecommendationswith respectto the generalpolicy of the Com-
monwealth’s mental health program. The commissioner shall initiate,
developand,with the approvalof the secretary,carry into effect plansand
programsdesignedto prevent,treat andcure thementally ill. The commis-
sionershallrecommendto thesecretarysuchprofessionalandskilledperson-
nel as may be necessaryto carry out the plansandprogramsof the depart-
ment in the field of mentalhealth. The commissionershall organizeand
institute intensive and specializedtraining of mental health personnelin
order to qualify them for dealing with specialproblemspresentedby the
criminal populationandshall establish,operateandmaintain,in the larger
district offices of thePennsylvaniaBoardof ProbationandParole,units to
providepsychologicaland psychiatricservicesto the boardandshali assign
to theseunits trainedpersonnelspecializedin psychiatryand psychology.
The commissionershallrecommendto the secretarytheappointmentof the
superintendentsof Statementalinstitutionswho in turn shallassign,appoint
anddismisspersonnelof the institutions.
Section2. Repeals.

Section 1111 of the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.3l, No.21),known asthe
PublicWelfareCode,is herebyrepealed.
Section3. Effectivedate.

Thisactshalltakeeffectin 60days.

APPROVED—The9thdayof July, A. D. 1987.

ROBERT P. CASEY


