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No. 1987-43

AN ACT

SB 137

Providing for certification of personswho perform radon testing andradon
remediation;providingfor theconfidentiality of certaindata;imposingpenal-
ties;andmakinganappropriation.
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The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
This actshallbeknownandmaybecitedastheRadonCertification-Act.

Section2. Legislativefindingsandintent.
(a) Findings.—TheGeneralAssemblyfindsanddeclaresasfollows:

(1) Radonlevels in publicandprivatebuildingscan presenta signifi-
canthealthrisktotheoccupants.

(2) Propertyownersin affectedareasshouldhavetheir residencesand
otherbuildingstestedforradonlevels.

(3) Propertyownersdo contract for measuresto test andto reduce
levelsin specificbuildings.

(4) Privateconsultantsandfirms do performradon testingor reme-
dialwork or radontestingandremedialwork.

(5) Thereis aneedto assurepropertyownersthattheconsultantsand
firmsarequalifiedto performtheservices.
(b) Intent.—It is theintention of the GeneralAssemblyandthepurpose

of thisactto protectpropertyownersfrom unqualifiedor unscrupulouscon-
sultantsandfirms by requiringtheDepartmentof EnvironmentalResources
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to establishandcarryout aprogramof certificationof personswho perform
radonprogenytestingor carryout remedialradonmeasures.
Section3. Definitions.

The following words and phraseswhen used in this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Department.” The Departmentof EnvironmentalResourcesof the
Commonwealth.
Section4. Programforcertificationof personswhotestfor radon.

The departmentshall, within 90 days of the effective date of this act,
submitproposedregulationsto establisha programfor the certificationof
personswhotest for thepresenceof radongasandradonprogenyin build-
ingsandonbuilding lots.
Section5. Programfor certificationof personswho mitigate the presence

“of radon.
The departmentshall, within 90 days of the effective dateof this act,

submitproposedregulationsto establisha programfor the certificationof
personswho mitigate,andsafeguardbuildingsfrom, the presenceof radon
gasandradonprogeny.
Section6. Certificationrequiredfor testingandmitigation.

(a) Generalrule.—Beginning 60 days after the establishmentof the
interimcertificationprogramby the departmentundersection 11, no person
whois not certified undersection 11, or who is not certifiedundersection4
or 5 aftercertification programsareestablishedunderthesesections,shall
testfor, mitigate or safeguardabuildingfromthepresenceof radongasand
radonprogeny.

(b) Exception.—Subsection(a) shallnot applyto eitherof thefollowing:
(1) A personperformingtestingor mitigationon abuildingwhichthe

personowns.
(2) A builder utilizing preventativeor safeguardingmeasuresin new

construction.
Section7. Disclosureof informationto department.

A personcertifiedundersections4, 5 and11 to providetestingor mitiga-
tion servicesshall, within 45 daysof thedatethe servicesareprovided,dis-
closeto thedepartmentthe addressor location of thebuilding, thenameof
theownerof the buildingwheretheserviceswereprovidedandtheresultsof
anytestsperformed.
Section8. Fees.

The departmentshall, by regulation,establisha feescheduleto coverthe
costs of the certification programsestablishedundersections4, 5 and 11.
The fees collectedshall be placedin theRadiationProtectionFundestab-
lished under section403 of the act of July 10, 1984 (P.L.688, No.147),
knownastheRadiationProtectionAct.
Section9. Confidentialityof data.

Exceptfor usein conductinglegitimatescientificstudies,asdeterminedby
the department,datarelatingto individualsand datarelatingto radongas
andradonprogenycontaminationat nonpublic properties,including resi-
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dentialdwellings,gatheredunderthisact shallbe consideredconfidentialby
thedepartment.Thedepartmentshallnot releasethedatain its possessionto
anyoneotherthantheownerof theproperty.
Section 10. Employmentof trainedpersons.

The departmentis authorizedto employpersonswith trainingnecessaryto
implementtheprovisionsof thisact.
Section 11. Interimcertification.

Thedepartmentshall, at thetime of submissionof proposedregulations,
establishan interimcertification programbasedupon theproposedregula-
tions. All personssubject to the proposedregulationsshall apply to the
departmentfor interim certification until the permanentprogramis imple-
snented.Thedepartmentshall usetheproposedregulationsasguidancefor
interimcertification.
Section 12. Additionalpowersof department.

(a) Radiationprotection.—Inadditiontothepowersanddutiesprovided
for in this act, the departmentshall havethe powersconferredandduties
imposedunderapplicableprovisionsof the actof July 10, 1984(P.L.688,
No.147), knownas the RadiationProtectionAct and regulationspromul-
gatedunderthatact.

(b) Certificationexernption.—Thedepartmentshallbeexemptfrom the
requirementsfor certificationasprovidedundersections4, 5and6.
Section 13. Rulesandregulations.

The departmentshall adopt rules and regulationsto administer and
enforcethis act. The rules andregulationsshall include, but not belimited
to, provisionsrelatingtothefollowing subjects:

(1) Qualificationsandminimumexperiencerequirements.
(2) Proficiencytesting.
(3) Periodicrecertification.
(4) Measuresfordecertification.
(5) Truth inadvertisingrequirements.

Section 14. Penalties.
A personwho violates section6 of this act, or any rule or regulation

adoptedundersection6, commitsa misdemeanorof thethird degree.Any
person who fails to disclose the information required under section7
commitsasummaryoffense.
Section 15. Effectivedate.

Thisactshalltakeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The9thdayof July, A. ID. 1987.

ROBERT P. CASEY


