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Providingprocedureswhencemeterycompaniesmakeerrorsin burials;andpro-
viding for sanctions.
The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Definitions.
The following words and phraseswhen usedin this act shall have the

meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Cemetery.” A place for the disposalor burial of deceasedhuman
beings,by cremationor in agrave,mausoleum,vault,columbariumor other
receptacle.Thetermdoesnotincludeaprivatefamily cemetery.

“Cemeterycompany.” Any businessentity that sells to the public the
ownershipof, or the right to use, anycemeterylot owned by the business
entity. The termalsoincludesthepersonor personsresponsibleforanycem-
eterycompanyor cemeteryownedor controlledby achurchor religiouscon-
gregationor fraternalorganizationor by anyassociationcreatedby achurch
or religiousorganizationor afraternalorganization.

“Lot.” Includesalot, plot orpartof acemetery.
Section2. Duty to disinterandreinter.

In any instancein which a cemeterycompanyis informed or becomes
aware that the cemeterycompanyhasburied or permittedthe burial of a
body in thewrong lot, it shall betheduty of thecemeterycompanyto disin-
ter the casketwrongfully buried, identify the casketand reinter it in the
properlot. Thecemeterycompanyshallgiveadequateadvancenoticeof the
time or timesof the disintermentandreintermentto thenearestknownnext
of kin of the deceasedpersonandtheowneror ownersof thelot involvedif
suchowneror ownershavesorequested.
Section3. Attendanceatdisinterment.

At the time or timesspecifiedfor the disintermentandreinterment,the
cemeterycompanyshall permitthenearestknownnextof kin andtheowner
or ownersof the lot involved, if the owneror ownershaveso requested,to
witnessthedisintermentor reinterment.
Section 4. Expenses.

At thetimeof disintermentof acasketasdescribedin section 2, theceme-
tery companyshallbearall costsof thedisintermentandreinterment.
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Section5. Effectivedate.
This act shalltakeeffect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The13thdayof July, A. D. 1987.
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