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Providingfor certaindisclosuresby practitionersof thehealingartswhenmaking
patientreferrals;providingpenalties;andconferringpowersanddutieson the
several licensing boardsin the Bureauof Professionaland Occupational
Affairs.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Definitions.
The following words and phraseswhen usedin this act shall have the

meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Bureau.” TheBureauof ProfessionalandOccupationalAffairs in the
Departmentof State.

“Practitionerof thehealingarts.” Any personwho engagesin the diag-
nosisor treatmentof diseaseor anyailmentof thehumanbody.
Section 2. Disclosureof interestin referralfacilities.

(a) Generalrule.—Any practitionerof the healingarts shall, prior to
referral of a patientto any facility or entity engagedin providing health-
relatedservices,tests,pharmaceuticals,appliancesor devices,discloseto the
patientanyfinancial interestof the practitioneror ownershipby the practi-
tionerin thefacility or entity. In makingany referral,thepractitionerof the
healingartsmayrenderanyrecommendationsheconsidersappropriate,but
shall advisethepatientof hisfreedomof choicein the selectionof a facility
orentity.

(b) Penalty.—Apersonwho violates this sectionshall be liable to the
Commonwealthforacivil penaltynotto exceed$1,000.

(c) Enforcement.—Thelicensingboardsin the bureaushall enforcethis
section.
Section3. Notice.

The licensingboardsin thebureaushallnotify licenseesof the provisions
ofthisactby publicationof anoticein thePennsylvaniaBulletin.
Section4. Effectivedate.

Thisactshalltakeeffectasfollows:
(1) Section3 andthissectionshalltakeeffect immediately.
(2) The remainderof thisactshalltakeeffect in 60days.

APPROVED—The26thdayof May,A. D. 1988.

ROBERT P. CASEY


