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No. 1988-119

AN ACT

HB 2279

Regulatingthe inspectionandapprovalof antiqueboilers;providing for certain
powersand duties of the Departmentof Labor andIndustry; providing a
penalty;andmakingarepeal.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
This actshallbeknownandmaybecitedastheAntiqueBoiler Law.

Section2. Definitions.
The following words andphraseswhenused in this act shall have the

meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthe context clearly indicates
otherwise:

“Antique boiler.” Any closedvessel,manufacturedprior to January1,
1955, and used solely for display anddemonstrationpurposes,in which
waterisheatedor steamissuperheated,underpressureor vacuum,for exter-
nal use, by the direct applicationof heatfrom the combustionof fuels or
from electricity. The term includesfired vessels:,manufacturedprior to
January1, 1955,andusedsolely for displayanddemonstrationpurposes,in
which liquidsother thanwaterareheatedor vaporized,wherethosevessels
are separatefrom processingsystemsandare completewithin themselves.
Theterm alsoincludesreplicasandreproductionsof suchclosedvesselsor
fired vessels,regardlessof the date of construction,wherethe replica or
reproductionis usedsolely fordisplayanddemonstrationpurposes.

“Approved.” Acceptedby thedepartment.
“ASME.” TheAmericanSocietyof MechanicalEngineers.
“Department.” The Departmentof Labor and Industry of the Com-

monwealth.
“Inspector.” An inspector commissionedby the National Board of

Boiler andPressureVesselInspectorsto inspectboilersor unfired pressure
vessels.

“Person.” Any individual, firm, partnership,unincorporatedassocia-
tion,corporationor municipality.The termincludestheCommonwealth.
Section3. Applicability.

No antiqueboiler coveredunder this actshall be operatedwithout first
obtainingan operatingsticker from the department,exceptthatnothingin
thisactshallbeconstruedto applytothefollowing:

(I) AntiqueboilersunderFederaljurisdiction.
(2) Antique boilers of sizes, pressures,capacitiesor temperatures

below limitations andconditionsset forth in regulationsof the depart-
ment.
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Section4. Testing,inspectionandapprovals.
(a) Testing.—

(1) An antiqueboiler shall be subjectedto nondestructivetesting to
determinethemaximumallowableworkingpressure.Thedepartmentmay
requireadditionalnondestructivetesting,basedon aninspectionor other
evidencewhich indicatessignificant changein theconditionof theboiler.
This test shall be performedby an ASME “S” Codestampholder,who
shallstamptheboilerwith themonthandyearthetestwasperformed,the
maximumallowableworking pressureandthe “S” Codestampholder’s
ASME Certificateof Authorizationnumber.

(2) All antiqueboilers shall passa hydrostatictest at one and one-
quartermaximumallowableworking pressureevery five years,or more
frequently if the department,basedon aninspectionor otherevidence,so
requires.Hydrostatictestsshallbeconductedin thepresenceof aninspec-
tor.
(b) Inspection.—An antiqueboiler must be inspectedannuallyby an

inspector.The inspectionshallincludethefollowing:
(1) The fusibleplug.
(2) The safetyvalve, which must be of an approveddesignandmust

beset atthe maximumallowableworkingpressure.Thesafetyvalveshall
besealedin amannerthatdoesnot allow tamperingwith the valvesetting
withoutdestroyingtheseal.

(3) A visualexaminationfor anyevidenceof corrosion.
(4) A visualexaminationforanyevidenceof leakage.
(5) Theboilerpowerpiping,uptoandincludingthefirst valve.
(6) Confirmationthatthe testingrequirementsof subsection(a) have

beencompleted.
(7) Anyotherrequirementsspecifiedin thedepartment’sregulations.

(c) Approvals.—
(1) Upon successfulcompletionof the inspectionrequiredin subsec-

tion (b) andpaymentof thefeerequiredin section6, thedepartmentshall
approvetheoperationof an antiqueboiler. Thedepartmentshall issuean
operatingsticker signifying this approval.This operatingsticker shall be
valid for aperiod not to exceed13 months. Thesticker shall indicatethe
yearandmonth theinspectionwas performedandthe yearandmonthof
themost recenthydrostatictest. Theoperatingstickershallbeprominently
displayedon theantiqueboiler.

(2) All welding performedon antiqueboilers shall bedonein accor-
dancewith the NationalBoard InspectionCode.The ownershall notify
the departmentprior to commencingsuch alterationsor repairs. The
department’sapprovalshall expireautomaticallyif alterationor repairof
the boiler which involves weldingdoesnot meetthe requirementsof this
paragraph.
(d) Alternateapproval.—Anoperatingstickershall not be requiredfor

an antiqueboiler which has a valid license,certificateor other operating
permit from a state or territory whose licensing requirementshave been
determinedby thedepartmentto meetor exceedtherequirementsof thisact.
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The departmentshall annuallypublish a list of the stateswhoselicensing
requirementsmeetor exceedtherequirementsof thisact.
Section5. Discontinuanceof operation.

The departmentshall ordertheowneror operatorof anantiqueboilernot
meetingtherequirementsof thisact to immediatelyceaseoperationanddis-
continuetheuseof suchantiqueboiler.
Section6. Fees.

A fee of $25 shall be chargedfor inspectionsundersection4(b), whether
or nottheantiqueboilerpassestheinspection.Thedepartmentshallchargea
$5 feefor issuanceof an operatingsticker.Any feesowedto thedepartment
shall be paid prior to the issuanceof an operatingsticker. The department
shall transmit feesfor inspectionsperformedby the departmentandfor the
issuanceof operatingstickersto theStateTreasurerthroughtheDepartment
of Revenue.
Section7. Transitionperiod.

Any antiqueboiler coveredunder this act may continuein operation
withoutcomplying with theprovisionsof this act for aperiod not to exceed
12monthsaftertheeffectivedateof thisact.
Section8. Rulesandregulations.

The departmentshallhavethepower,andits dutyshallbe, to make,alter,
amendor rescindrulesandregulationsto carryout theprovisionsof thisact.
Any antiqueboiler which is requiredto beinspectedunderthis actanddoes
not complywith thoserulesandregulationsshallnot beoperated.
Section9. Enforcement.

(a) General rule.—After the expiration of the transition period estab-
lished in section7, no antiqueboilershallbeoperatedfordisplayor demon-
strationpurposesunlessit is operatedin compliancewith the provisionsof
this actandtherules andregulationsof thedepartment.It shall bethe duty
of thedepartmenttoenforcetheprovisionsof thisact.

(b) Procedurein prosecutions.—-Prosecutionsforviolationsof theprovi-
sionsof this act, or of the rules andregulationsof the department,may be
institutedby the departmentand shallbe in the form of summaryproceed-
ings. Upon convictionafter ahearing,the penaltiesprovidedin this section
shall be imposedandshall be final unlessan appealis takento a court of
properjurisdictionin themannerprescribedby law.

(c) Penalty.—Anypersonwho violates this act or the rules and regula-
tionsof the department,or who fails or neglectsto pay the feesprovidedin
thisact, commitsasummaryoffenseandshall, uponconviction, for the first
offensebe sentencedto pay a fine of not morethan$100andcosts,andfor
eachsubsequentoffensebe sentencedto paya fine of not morethan$200
andcosts.Anypersonwhocontinuesto operateanantiqueboiler for display
anddemonstrationpurposesafter noticeto discontinueits use,asset forth in
section5, shallbe fined $5 for eachdaytheantiqueboilerhasbeenso oper-
atedafter the serviceof notice,in addition to the fines set forth in this sub-
section.

(d) Fjnes.—AlJ fines collectedunder this act shall be forwardedto the
department,which shalltransmitthe fines totheStateTreasurerthroughthe
Departmentof Revenue.
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Section 10. Repeals.
Theactof May 2, 1929(P.L.1513,No.451), entitled,asamended,“An act

regulatingtheconstruction,equipment,maintenance,operationandinspec-
tion of boilersandunfiredpressurevessels;grantingcertainauthorityto and
imposingcertaindutiesupontheDepartmentof LaborandIndustry;provid-
ing penaltiesfor violationsof this act; andrepealingall actsor partsof acts
inconsistentwith this act,” is repealedinsofaras it is inconsistentwith this
act.
Section ii. Effectivedate.

Thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The21stdayof October,A. D. 1988.

ROBERT P. CASEY


