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No. 1988-155

AN ACT

HB 2513

Providing for Commonwealthsupportfor an UrbanandRural TeacherLoan
ForgivenessProgramfor Pennsylvaniaresidentswho graduatefrom institu-
tionsof highereducationandwho applytheir degreesto teachingin urbanand
ruralpublic schoolsin this Commonwealth.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
Thisact shall beknown andmaybecitedasthe UrbanandRural Teacher

LoanForgivenessAct.
Section2. Findingsanddeclarationof intent.

TheGeneralAssemblyfinds anddeclaresthat:
(1) Thenumberof collegestudentsplanningto entertheteachingpro-

fession appearsto be inadequateto meet the needfor teachersin our
public schools.

(2) Demandfromindustryandotheropportunitiesattractexistingand
potentialteachersawayfromtheprofession.

(3) The pool of qualified teachers,especiallythose in math and
science,hasdiminished.

(4) Economicallyhard-pressedruralandurbanschooldistricts find it
difficult to attractqualifiedteachersfromthediminishedpool.

(5) Paymentof aportionof studentloansfor certifiedteachersserves
theimportantpublicpurposeof encouragingnewteachersto teachin eco-
nomicallyhard-pressedareasof thisCommonwealth.

Section3. Definitions.
The following words and phraseswhenused in this act shall have the

meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Agency.” ThePennsylvaniaHigherEducationAssistanceAgency.
“DesignatedCommonwealthurbanor ruralpublic schooldistrict.” An

eligible urbanor rural public schooldistrictwhich thesecretaryhascertified
ashaving a needfor teacherloanforgivenessassistancebecauseof difficulty
in attractingqualifiedteachers.

“Eligible ruralpublic schooldistrict.” A public schooldistrict thathasa
populationof lessthan300persquaremileandeither:

(1) morethan8% of the pupils in averagedaily membershipare low-
incomepupils as definedin section2502.11of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30,No.14),knownasthePublicSchoolCodeof 1949;or

(2) the marketvalue/incomeaid ratio, as definedin section2501 of
thePublicSchoolCodeof 1949,is greaterthanseven-tenths.
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This definition shall alsoapply to an intermediateunit or areavocational-
technicalschoolif the compositedatafor all participatingschooldistricts
meetthecriteriaspecifiedherein.

“Eligible urbanpublicschooldistrict.” A publicschooldistrict thathas
apopulationgreaterthan850persquaremileandeither:

(1) morethan8% of thepupilsin averagedaily membershiparelow-
incomepupils as definedin section2502.11of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30,No.14),knownasthePublicSchoolCodeof 1949; or

(2) the marketvalue/incomeaid ratio, as definedin section2501 of
thePublicSchoolCodeof 1949,is greaterthanseven-tenths.

Thetermshallalsoapplyto anintermediateunit or areavocational-technical
schoolif thecompositedatafor all participatingschooldistrictsmeetthecri-
teriaspecifiedherein.

“Qualified applicant.” A personwhomeetsall of thefollowingcriteria:
(1) Iscertifiedby theDepartmentof Educationto teach.
(2) Isin thefirst yearof full-timeteaching.
(3) Is teachingat a Commonwealth-designatedurbanor rural public

schooldistrict or at anonprofitnonpublicschoolin suchdistrict at which
studentsmayfulfill compulsoryattendancerequirements.

(4) Has borrowed through the agency-administeredGuaranteed
StudentLoanPrograms.
“Secretary.” TheSecretaryof Educationof theCommonwealth.

Section4. UrbanandRuralTeacherLoanForgivenessProgram.
Qualified applicantswho are selectedfor the Urban andRural Teacher

Loan ForgivenessProgramin accordancewith this act shall beeligible for
paymentby the agencyof a portionof the debtincurredby the applicant
through the agency-administeredGuaranteedStudentLoan Programsfor
the educationnecessaryto be certified to teach in Pennsylvania.For each
academicyearthatthe applicantis afull-time teacherin an approvedCom-
monwealthurbanor ruralpublic school district, the agencymayforgive a
proportionalpartof theapplicant’sloansothattheloanmaybeentirelyfor-
givenoverfour yearsof full-time teaching.No morethan$2,500shallbefor-
givenin anyyear,andno morethan$10,000shallbe forgivenfor anyappli-
cant. Paymentsshallbe madein accordancewith theproceduresestablished
by theagency.
Section5. Loanforgivenessawards.

Recipientsof theloan forgivenessawardsshall bethoseteacherswhoare
certified by theDepartmentof Educationandwhohavereceivedasatisfac-
tory ratingby the district or nonpublicschool for the academicyear. Each
teachershallberequiredto submitsuchdocumentationof cont4nued-eligibil-
ity astheagencymayrequire.
Section6. Funding.

Loan forgivenessawardsmaybemadeto theextentthatfundsareappro-
priatedby theGeneralAssembly.
Section7. Responsibilityof agency.

It shall be the responsibilityof the agencyto administerthe Urbanand
Rural Loan ForgivenessProgramestablishedby thisactandto adoptsuch
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regulations,policies,proceduresandforms as arenecessaryandnot incon-
sistentwith theprovisionsof thisact.
Section 8. Effectivedate.

This actshalltakeeffect July 1, 1988.

APPROvED—The16thdayof December,A. D. 1988.

ROBERT P. CASEY


