
1290 Act 1988-163 LAWS OFPENNSYLVANIA

No. 1988-163

AN ACT

HB 1452

AmendingTitle 75 (Vehicles)of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,provid-
ing for theuseof sidestopsignalarmson schoolbuses;andfurtherproviding
fordriver’s dutywhenmeetinga schoolbus.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section3 345(a)of Title 75 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutesis amendedtoread:
§ 3345. Meetingor overtakingschoolbus.

(a) Dutyof approachingdriverwhenredsignalsareflashing.—Exceptas
providedin subsection(g), thedriver of a vehiclemeetingor overtakingany
schoolbusstoppedon thehighwayshall stopat leasttenfeetbeforereaching
theschoolbuswhen the red signal lights on theschoolbusare flashing and
the sidestop signal armsare activatedundersection4552(b.1) (relating to
generalrequfrementsforschoolbuses).Thedrivershallnotproceeduntil the
flashing redsignallights areno longeractuated.In no eventshall a driverof
avehicle resumemotion of the vehicle until the schoolchildrenwho may
havealightedfromtheschoolbushavereacheda placeof safety.

Section 2. Sections4552 and4921 of Title 75 are amendedby adding
subsectionstoread:
§ 4552. Generalrequirementsfor schoolbuses.

(b.1) Useofsidestopsignalarms.—-Everyschoolbusshall beequipped
with asidestopsignalarmontheleft sideofthevehicle.Thesidestopsignal
armshallbeautomaticallyactivatedwheneverthebusis stoppedwith-thered
visualsignals in useandshallitselfcontain aflashing redlight connectedto
the samecircuits as the red visualsignals.Thesidestop signalarm is man-
datedaccordingto thefoliowingschedule:

(1) Schoolbusesmaybeequippedwith anduseasidestopsignalarm
on January1, 1989.

(2) Everynewschoolbuspurchasedand manufacturedafterJuly 1,
1989,shallbeequippedwitha sidestopsignalarm.

(3) ByJuly 1, 1994,everyschoolbusshallbeequippedwith asidestop
signalarm.

Thedepartmentshalladoptregulationsimplementingthissubsection.

§ 4921. Width of vehicles.

(e.1) Schoolbuses.—Schoolbussidestopsignalarms,asprovidedfor in
section 4552 (relating to generalrequirementsforschoolbuses),may, when
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in an extendedposition displayingred visual signals while the vehicle is
stoppedandloadingordischargingstudents,extendbeyondthe-widthlimita-
tionotherwiseprovidedin thissection.

Section 3. Thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The19thdayof December,A. D. 1988.

ROBERT P. CASEY


