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AN ACT

SB 1275

Providingfor thedisposalof unclaimedgarments.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsasfollows:
Section1. Unclaimedgarments.

A garmentleft with aretail dry cleaneror retail laundererfor dry cleanin-g
or launderingmaybe disposedof by thedry cleaneror laundererwithout lia-
bility or responsibilityfor thegarmentor for proceedsrealizedfrom its dis-
posal,providedtherequirementsof thisactarecompliedwith.
Section2. Receiptfor garments.

At the timea dry cleaneror laundererreceivesgarmentsfrom acustomer
for cleaningor laundering,the dry cleaneror launderershallprovideto the
customeradepositreceiptcontainingthe nameandmailing addressof the
customer,abasicdescriptionof the garmentsalongwith astatementof the
quantity of eachgarmentleft, anitemization of thechargesfor the work to
be doneandthe projecteddatewhenthe garmentsshallbereadyfor pickup
by thecustomer.
Section3. Notice.

If agarmentis not retrievedandpaid for by acustomerwithin 90 daysof
the readydatespecifiedon the customer’sreceipt, the cleaneror launderer
mayprovideawritten noticeto thecustomerby certified mail, returnreceipt
requested,mailedto thecustomerattllie addressgiven onthedepositreceipt.
Such noticeshall specify the amountowing to the cleaneror laundererand
statethatthegarmentshallbedisposedof by thecleaneror laundererwithin
30 daysfrom the dateof deliveryof the noticeunlessthegarmentis claimed
bythecustomerandall chargesarepaidin full.
Section4. Refusedor unclaimednotices.

If anoticemailedpursuantto section3 is returnedto thecleaneror laun-
dereras beingunclaimedor delivery refused,the cleaneror launderershall
senda secondnoticeto the customerby mail, first classpostageprepaid,
with acertificateof mailing, indicatingthatthe garmentwill be disposedof
by thecleaneror laundererwithin 30 daysof thedateof mailingof theletter
unlessthegarmentis claimedby thecustomerandall charges-arepaidin-full.
Section5. Disposalof unclaimedproperty.

If acustomerdoesnotclaimagarmentandpayall chargesdueandowing,
including the costof mailing the notices specifiedin sections3 and 4, and
any chargefor storage,within 30 daysof the receiptof a notice mailedin
accordancewith section3 or within 30 days of the mailing of a noticein
accordancewith section4 or ‘within 30 daysof the datea notice mailedin
accordancewith section4 is returnedto the senderwith anotationthat the
addresseehas movedand left no forwardingaddress,the cleaneror laun-
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derermay disposeof the garmentin any mannerwhatsoever.The notice
specifiedin section3 shall be consideredto be receivedby theaddresseeif
signedfor by theaddresseeor byapersonsigningon behalfof theaddressee.
Section6. Charitabledonation.

Without regardto the provisionsof sections2, 3, 4 and 5, any garment
whichremainsunclaimedfor a periodof oneyearfrom thereadydateindi-
catedon the garmentreceiptmaybe donatedby the cleaneror laundererto
any charitable,religious or educationalorganizationof a cleaner’sor laun-
derer’schoice, providedthe organizationfalls within the definition of tax-
exemptorganizationasspecifiedin section 501(c)(3)of theInternalRevenue
Codeof 1954 (68A Stat. 3, 26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(3)).The donationshall be
madeonly if the cleaneror laundererfirst sendsto the customer,at the
addresslistedon the garmentreceipt,by mail, postageprepaid,including a
certificateof mailing, anoticethatthegarmentwill besodisposedof subse-
quentto 30 daysfrom the mailing dateof the noticeif the garmentis not
claimedandall outstandingchargespaid.
Section7. Publicnoticeof disposalprocedures.

A cleaneror launderershall prominentlydisplayat eachlocationwhere
garmentsare receivedfrom the public a sign indicatingthat garmentsnot
claimedwithin 90 daysof thereadydatemaybedisposedof bythe~cleane1,=or
launderer,afternoticeto thecustomerasprovidedby law.
Section8. Otherremedies.

Theprovisionsof theactof May7, 1925 (P.L.557,No.300),entitled,“An
actto providefor thesale of propertyagainstwhichacommonlawlien may
existfor repairsandmaterial;andthe methodof procedurethereon,”shall
continueto beavailableto cleanerandlaundererbaileesof personalproperty
as heretofore,as shall any other remediesprovidedby the commonlaw or
statutorylaw of thisCommonwealth,totheextentthattheyarenot inconsis-
tentwith theprovisionsof thisact.
Section9. Effectivedate.

Thisactshalltakeeffect in 60days.

APPROVED—The21stdayof December,A. D. 1988.

ROBERT P. CASEY


