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No. 1989-16

AN ACT

HB 570

AmendingTitle 42 (JudiciaryandJudicial Procedure)of thePennsylvaniaCon-
solidatedStatutes,furtherprovidingforspousalprivilege in evidence~
The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section5913 of Title 42 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutesis amendedto read:
§ 5913. Spousesaswitnessesagainsteachother.

Exceptas otherwiseprovidedin this subchapter,in acriminal proceeding
[husbandandwife shallnot becompetentor permittedto testify-againsteach
other,] apersonshallhavetheprivilege, whichhe orshemay waive, not to
testifyagainsthisorher thenlawfulspouseexceptthatthereshatbeizrrsu-ch
privilege:

(1) in proceedingsfor desertionandmaintenancel,audi;
(2) in any criminal proceedingagainsteither for bodily injury or vio-

lenceattempted,doneor threatenedupon the other,or upon the minor
childrenof saidhusbandandwife, or theminorchildrenof eitherof them,
or any minor child in their care or custody,or in the careor custodyof
either of themE,eachshall be a competentwitnessagainstthe other,and
exceptalsothateitherof themshallbecompetentmerely];

(3) applicableto [provelproofofthefactof marriage,in supportof a
criminalchargeof bigamy allegedto havebeencommittedby or with the
other;or

(4) in anycriminalproceedingin which oneofthe chargespending
againstthe defendantincludesmurder, involuntarydeviatesexualinter-
courseor rape.
Section2. This actshall applyto all criminalcasespendingon theeffec-

tive dateof thisact.
Section3. This actshalltakeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The29thdayof June,A. D. 1989.

ROBERT P. CASEY


