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No. 1989-112

AN ACT

HB 2009

Amendingtheact of November18, 1968 (P.L.1052,No.322),entitled “An act
providingfor thecertificationof sewagetreatmentplant andwaterworksoper-
ators;creatingthe StateBoard for Certificationof SewageTreatmentPlant
andWaterworksOperatorsand prescribingits powersandduties;conferring
powersanddutiesuponthe Departmentof Health;andprovidingpenalties,”
reestablishingtheStateBoardfor Certificationof SewageTreatmentPlantand
WaterworksOperators;andmakingeditorialchanges.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. The title and section2(3) of the act of November18, 1968
(P.L.1052,No.322),knownastheSewageTreatmentPlantandWaterworks
Operators’CertificationAct, areamendedtoread:

AN ACT

Providing for the certification of sewagetreatmentplant andwaterworks
operators;creatingtheStateBoardfor Certificationof SewageTreatment
Plant andWaterworksOperatorsandprescribingits powersandduties;
conferringpowersand dutiesupon the Departmentof IHeaIthl Environ-
mentalResources;andprovidingpenalties.
Section2. Definitions.—Thefollowing wordsandphrases,whenusedin

this act, shallhavethe meaningsascribedto themin this section,unlessthe
contextclearly indicatesotherwise.

(3) “Department” meansthe Departmentof [Healthl Environmental
Resourcesof theCommonwealth.

Section2. Section 3 of theactis reenactedandamendedtoread:
Section3. StateBoard for Certificationof SewageTreatmentPlantand

WaterworksOperators.—(a)(1) Thereis herebycreatedwithin theDepart-
ment of IHealihi EnvironmentalResources,a StateBoard for Certification
of SewageTreatmentPlant and WaterworksOperators.The boardshall
consistof the Secretaryof IHeaIthI EnvironmentalResourcesof the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania,or his representative,and five additional
memberstobeappointedby theGovernor.

(2) Onemembershall be an employeof a municipality or municipality
authority which operatesa sewagetreatmentplant, watertreatmentplant or
waterdistribution systemor arepresentativeof a Stateassociationof munici-
palitiesor municipalityauthorities.

(3) Onemembershallbean individualqualifiedunderthisactto operate
anywatertreatmentplant.



SESSIONOF 1989 Act 1989-112 791

(4) One membershall be the owner or official of a privately owned
waterworks.

(5) Onemembershallbeanindividualqualifiedunderthis actto operate
anysewagetreatmentplant.

(6) Onemembershall be on the teachingstaff of the civil or sanitary
engineeringdepartmentof anaccreditedPennsylvaniauniversityorcollege.

(b) The original appointedmembersof the board, in the order listed
above, shall hold office for one, two, three, threeand four years respec-
tively. Thereafter,eachappointmentshallbefor a periodof fouryearsdura-
tion. The Governormay reappointboardmembersfor successiveterms.
Membersof the boardshall remainin office until a successoris appointed
andqualified.If vacanciesoccurpriorto completionof atermtheGovernor
shallappointanothermemberin accordancewith this sectionto fill theunex-
piredterm.

(c) The Secretaryof [Healthj EnvironmentalResources,or his represen-
tative, shallcall the first meetingof the boardat which timea chairmanand
secretaryof theboardshallbeelected.Thereafterthechairmanandsecretary
shall be elected annually.Four membersof the boardshall constitutea
quorum.Meetingsmay be calledby the chairmanasneededto conductthe
businessof theboard.

(d) The membersof the boardshall receiveno compensationfor their
servicebut shallbe reimbursedfor actualandnecessaryexpensesincurredin
theperformanceof their duties.

Section3. Section 10of theactisamendedtoread:
Section 10. Suspensionand Revocation.—Theboardmay suspendor

revoke the certificateof any operatorif it has found said operatorto be
incompetentto operatea sewagetreatmentplant, water treatmentplant or
distribution systemof the classificationfor which he is certified or to have
willfully neglectedhisdutyin theoperationof anysuchplantor system,or to
havedisregardedor disobeyedthe lawful orders,rules or regulationsof the
board relative to certification or the lawful orders of the Pennsylvania
Department of [Health or the Sanitary Water Board] Environmental
Resourcesrelativeto sewagetreatmentplants,watertreatmentplantsor dis-
tributionsystems.

Section4. Section 12 of the act, amendedJune 23, 1970 (P.L.435,
No.146),isamendedto read:

Section 12. Fees.—Eachapplicationfor certificationasoperatorshallbe
accompaniedby [a fee of ten dollars ($10). Certificates shall expire on the
last day of Juneof the first even-numberedyear following theyearof their
issuanceand must be renewed biennially in the manner prescribed by the
department. The renewalfeeshall bethree dollars ($3).I thefeeprescribedby
law andmustberenewedannuallyin themannerprescribedbytheSecretary
ofEnvironmentalResourcesupon paymentoftherequiredrenewal-fee.

Section 5. Section15 of theactisamendedto read:
Section 15. Civil Relief.—The Secretaryof [Health] Environmental

Resourcesmaymaintainan actionin the nameof theCommonwealthfor an
injunction or otherprocessagainstany personto restrainor preventsuch
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personfrom violatingthe provisionsof this actor anyorder,rules or regula-
tionof theboardissuedpursuanttotheprovisionsof thisact.

Section 6. This act, with respectto the StateBoard for Certificationof
SewageTreatmentPlantandWaterworksOperatorsreestablishesthis board,
which wasterminatedpursuantto the act of December22, 1981 (P.L.508,
No.142),knownastheSunsetAct.

Section7. The membersof the StateBoard for Certificationof Sewage
TreatmentPlant and WaterworksOperatorsserving as of December31,
1988,shall continueto serveas membersof theboarduntil their successors
areappointedandqualified.

Section8. All powersanddutiesof the StateBoard for Certificationof
SewageTreatmentPlantand WaterworksOperatorsshall remainashereto-
fore providedby law.

Section9. All actions of the State Board for Certification of Sewage
TreatmentPlant and WaterworksOperatorsprior to the effectivedateof
thisactareherebyratifiedandconfirmed.

Section 10. The State Board for Certification of SewageTreatment
PlantandWaterworksOperatorsshall be subjectto evaluationand review
andshall terminateon December31, 1997, in themannerprovidedfor by the
actof December22, 1981 (P.L.508,No.142),knownastheSunsetAct.

Section 11. Thisact shallberetroactivetoDecember31, 1988.
Section 12. Thisact shalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The22nddayof December,A. D. 1989.

ROBERT P. CASEY


