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AN ACT

HB 652

AmendingTitle 42 (JudiciaryandJudicial Procedure)of thePennsylvaniaCon-
solidatedStatutes,further providingfor juvenile appearancesbefore district
justices.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. Title 42of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutesisamended
by addingasectionto read:
§ 1522. Noticeofsummarycasesinvolvingjuveniles.

(a) Generalrule.—Wheneveran individualwho is under18yearsofage
andis not emancipatedis chargedwith a summaryoffensefor whichjuris-
diction is vestedin a district justiceundersection1515 (relating tojurisdic-
donandvenue),thedistrict justiceshallmaila copyofthecitation, orother
appropriatewritten notification, to theparentsor legalguardiansoftheindi-
vidualat thetimeofthefiling ofthecitation if theparentsor legalguardians
havenot beenpreviouslynotifiedby thepolice. Wheretheindividual is not
residing with aparent or legalguardian, thecopyofthe citation, or other
appropriatewritten notification, shall besentto thepersonwith whomthe
individual residesif a verifiableaddressis available. In suchcasesa district
justiceshall not accepta pleaor schedulea hearing before 72 hours has
lapsedfrom the timeof the mailing of the notice as requiredunderthis
section.Failure to provide noticeunder this section shall not constitute
groundsfordismissalofthesummaryoffense.

(b) Vehicleoffenses.—Nothingin thissectionshall applyto violationsof
Title 75 (relating to vehicles), exceptfor 75 Pa.C.S. § 1543 (relating to
drivingwhileoperatingprivilegeissuspendedor revoked).

(c) Identification of juveniles.—.PennsylvaniaState Police and local
policeshallassistdistrict justicesin complyingwith therequirementsofthis
sectionby indicating, through conspicuousnotationon citations,that the
offensewascommittedbyajuvenileandwhetherthepolicehavenotifiedihe
parentsor legalguardian.

Section 2. Thisactshalltakeeffectin 60days.

APPROVED—The14thdayof February,A. D. 1990.

ROBERT P. CASEY


