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AN ACT

SB 539

Requiring institutionsof higher educationto evaluatetheir faculties for fluency
in theEnglishlanguage;providingfor certificationsasto thatfluency; impos-
ing penalties;andconferring powersanddutiesupon theStateBoardof Edu-
cation.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
Thisactshall beknownandmaybecitedastheEnglishFluencyin Higher

EducationAct.
Section2. Definitions.

The following words andphraseswhen used in this act shall havethe
meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Board.” TheStateBoardof Education.
“Department.” TheDepartmentof Educationof theCommonwealth.
“Instructional faculty.” Everymemberof an institution of higher edu-

cation,other thanvisiting facultybut includinggraduateteachingassistants,
who teachesoneor more undergraduatecredit coursesat a campusof that
institutionwithin thisCommonwealthexcept:

(1) such coursesthat are designedto be taughtpredominatelyin a
foreignlanguage;

(2) studentparticipatoryandactivity coursessuchas clinics, studios,
seminarsandlaboratories;

(3) specialarrangementcoursessuchasindividualizedinstructionand
independentstudycourse~and

~4) continuingeducationcourses.
Section3. Evaluationof fluency.

Each institution of higher educationoperatingin this Commonwealth
shallevaluateits instructionalfaculty for fluencyin the Englishlanguagein
the classroom.Suchfluencyshallbeevaluatedusingvariedandappropriate
criteria,suchas personalinterviews,peer;alumni and studentobservations
andevaluations,publications,professionalpresentations,testsor any other
appropriatecriteriawhicheffectivelyevaluatessuchfluency.
Section4. Certification.

By September1 o~eachyear,eachinstitution of higher educationoperat-
ing in this Commonwealthmust file with the departmenta certification
statingthatthe instructionalfaculty membershiredeither sincetheeffective
dateof this actor hiredsubsequentto the lastannualcertificationarefluent
in theEnglishlanguage,asprovidedinsection3.
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Section5. Noncompliance.
If aninstitutionof highereducationoperatingin thisCommonwealthdoes

not complywith section4, theSecretaryof Educationmayimposea$10,000
penaltyfor eachcoursetaughtby anuncertifiedfaculty member,asprovided
for in sections3 and4.
Section6. Regulations.

Theboardshallpromulgateregulationstoimplementsections4 and5.
Section 7. Effectivedate.

Thisactshalltakeeffectin 60 days.

APPROVED—The9thdayof July, A. D. 1990.

ROBERT P. CASEY


