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AN ACT

SB 627

AmendingTitle 51 (Military Affairs) of thePennsylvaniaConsolidated-Statutes,

providingfor veterans’litigation awards.
The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Title 51 of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutesis amended
by addingachapterto read:

CHAPTER 79
VETERANS’ LITIGATION AWARDS

Sec.
7901. Definitions.
7902. Veterans’ litigation awards.

§ 7901. Definitions.
The following wordsandphraseswhenusedin this chaptershallhavethe

meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Agent Orange.” The herbicide composedof trichiorophenoxyacetic
acidanddichiorophenoxyaceticacidandthecontaminantdioxin~TCDD).

“Vietnam herbicide.” The herbicides,defoliantsand other causative
agentscontainingdioxin, includingAgent Orange,usedin theVietnamCon-
flict.
§ 7902. Veterans’litigationawards.

(a) Award exclusions.—Notwithstandinganyotherlawof thisCommon-
wealthto the contrary,any proceedsreceivedpursuantto ajudgmentin, or
settlementof, alawsuitagainstthemanufactureror distributorof aVietnam
herbicide,for damagesresulting from exposuretheretoshall not beincome
orcompensationfor thepurposeof anyStateor localtax, or for thecalcula-
tion of anyexemptionor rebatetherefrom,andshall not be income or an
assetfor determiningtheeligibility for Stateor localgovernmentbenefitpro-
grams,including, butnot limited to, generalpublicassistanceandvocational
rehabilitation.Such proceedsshall not be subject to recoupmentfor the
receipt of any governmentalbenefits, nor shall any lien be enforceable
againstsuchsumsforanyreason.

(b) Paymentmethod.—Thisexclusionof litigation proceedsfrom usein
tax or benefitprogramcalculationsshallbe availableto disabledveteransor
their beneficiaries,whetherpaymentis receivedin a lump sumor payablein
installmentsoveraperiodof years.

Section2. Thisactshallberetroactiveto January1, 1989.
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Section3. Thisactshalltakeeffectinimediately.

APPROVED—The10thdayof July, A. D. 1990.

ROBERT P. CASEY


