
600 Act 1990-151 LAWS OFPENNSYLVANIA

No. 1990-151

AN ACT

HB 560

AmendingTitle 66 (PublicUtilities) of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,
providing an opportunity for municipalitiesto purchaserealpropertybeing
disposedof by publicutilities engagedina railroadbusiness.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Title 66 of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutesisamended
by addingasectionto read:
§ 2709. Dispositionofrealpropertybypublic utility engagedin railroad

business.
(a) Notice.—Beforea public utility engagedin a railroad businessdis-

posesof realpropertypreviouslyusedas a roadbedright-of-way, it must
notify the county, city, borough, incorporatedtown or townshipin which
therealpropertyis located, andit mustnotify theDepartmentofTranspor-
tation, thePennsylvaniaGameCommLcsion, thePennsylvaniaFish Commis-
sionandtheDepartmentofEnvironmentalResources.Notificationsshallbe
in writing.

(b) Procedureafternotice.
(1) If a municipality or any authority createdby a municipality or

group of municipalities makesan offer to purchasethe real property
within 60 daysofreceivingnoticeundersubsection(a), thepublic utility
shallacceptor rejecttheoffer.

(2) If a municipality or any authority createdby a municipality or
group ofmunicipalitiesdoesnotmakean offertopurchasetherealprop-
ertywithin 60 daysofreceivingnoticeundersubsection(a) or if thepublic
utility rejectstheofferofa municipality,theadministrativeagenciesspeci-
fied in subsection(a) have60 daysto decideon makingan offerfor the
realproperty.If anadministrativeagencymakesanofferunderthispara-
graph, thepublicutility shall considertheofferandmakea decision~mthe
offer beforemakingotherdispositionoftheproperty.If morethan one
administrativeagencymakesan offrr, thepublic utility shall considerthe
offers in the following order: the Departmentof Transportation, the
Departmentof EnvfronmentalResources,the PennsylvaniaGameCom-
missionandthePennsylvaniaFish Commission.
(c) Violation.—Ifapublic utility engagedin a railroad businessdisposes

ofrealpropertypreviouslyusedasa roadbedright-of-way withoutcomply-
ingwiththissection,thedispositionis voidable.

(d) ~ompliance.—Thenotification requirementsof this sectionshall be
deemedto havebeencompliedwith if theexecuted,notarizedandrecorded
deedconveyingthe propertycontainsa recital affirming that the notifica-
donsrequiredunderthissectionweremade.A copyofeachnoticeshallbe
appendedto thedeedwhenit is recorded.
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Section2. This actshalltakeeffect in 60 days.

APPRovED—The29thdayof November,A. D. 1990.

ROBERT P. CASEY


