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No. 1991-14

AN ACT

HB 23

AmendingTitle42 (JudiciaryandJudicialProcedure)of thePennsylvaniaCon.
solidatedStatutes,providingfor damagesin actionson thefts of leasedprop-
erty.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Title42 of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutesisamended
by addinga sectiontoread:
§ 8310. Damagesin actionson theftsofleasedproperty.

(a) Generalrule.—In acivil actionbasedon theftofleasedproperty, as
definedin 18 Pa.C.S.§ 3932(a)(relating to theftofleasedproperty),a court
ofcompetentjurisdictionmayutilizethefollowingremedies:

(1) Order the defendantto restore themerchandiseto theplaintiff in
its original condition,ifpossible.

(2) Awarddamagesasfollows:
(i) If it isnotpossibleto restorethemerchandisein its original con-

dition underparagraph (1), award the value of the merchandiseas
damages.

(ii) Award actual damagesarising from the incident. Damages
under this subparagraphdo not include the loss of time or wages
incurredbytheplaint1ffin connectionwiththeapprehension-and-prose-
cutionofthedefendant.

(iii) Awardreasonableattorneyfeesandcourt costs.
(3) Awardacivil penaltyto theplaintiff in theamountofthevalue-of

themerchandiseplus$150.
(b) Minors.—If the defendantis a minor, the act of July 27, 1967

(P.L.186,No.58),entitled “An act imposingliability uponparentsforper-
sonalinjury, or theft, destruction,or lossofpropertycausedby the wilful,
tortious actsofchildren undereighteenyearsofage, settingforth limita-
tions,andprovidingprocedureforrecovery,“applies.

(c) Criminal disposition.—Criminalprosecution under 18 Pa.C.S.
§ 3932isnotaprerequisiteto theapplicabilityofthissection.

(d) Limitations.—
(1) No civil action underthis sectionmaybemaintainedif the defen-

danthasreturnedthemerchandiseto theplaintiffandpaidall obligations
underthecontractestablishinga leaseagreementplusthesumof$150.

(2) Nocivil actionunderthissectionmaybemaintainedunless:
(i) theplaintiffhassenta noticeto defendant’slastknownaddress;

and
(ii) theplaintiffhasgiventhedefendant20 daysto respondto the

noticebeforetheactionis commenced.
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(e) Release.—Ifthepersonto whoma written demandis madecomplies
with suchdemandwithin20daysafterthereceiptofthedemand,thatperson
shall begivena written releasefromfurthercivil liability with respectto the
specWcactoftheftofleasedproperty.

Section2. Thisactshalltakeeffectin 60days.

APPROVED—The11thdayof July, A. D. 1991.

ROBERT P. CASEY


