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No. i991-33

AN ACT

HB 1344

Relatingto agricultureandruralyouth;creatinganAgricultureandRuralYouth
OrganizationGrantProgram;imposingdutieson theDepartmentofAgricul-
ture;andprovidingfor funding.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
This act shall be known andmay 1~ecited as the Agriculture and Rural

YouthDevelopmentAct.
Section2. Definitions.

The following words and phraseswhen used in this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Agriculture and rural youth organization.” Any organizationcom-
posedmainlyof youthandorganizedto promotedevelopmentin theareasof
agriculture,ruralcommunityleadership,vocationaltrainingandpeerfellow-
ship.Thetermincludes,but is not limited to, PennsylvaniaFFA,4-H, Ag in
the classroom,FutureHomemakerscf America andvocationaleducation
programs.

“Board.” TheStateAgricultureandRuralYouth DevelopmentBoard.
“Department.” TheDepartmentof Agricultureof theCommonwealth.
“Program.” The Agriculture and Rural Youth Organization Grant

Program.
Section3. Boardmembership.

Theboardshallconsistof thefollowing members:
(1) The Secretaryof Agriculture or his designee,who shall serve as

chairperson.
(2) TheSecretaryof Educationor hisdesignee.
(3) One representativefrom the PennsylvaniaAgriculture Teachers

Associationandonefrom the PennStateCooperativeExtension,both of
whomshallbeappointedby theGovernor.

(4) TheStatewidepresidentof thePennsylvaniaFFA.
(5) A youthrepresentativeof thePennsylvania4-H.
(6) Up to threerepresentatives,each from a different Pennsylvania

farmor ruralorganizationhavingayouthprogram,shallbeappointedby
theSecretaryof Agriculture.

(7) The chairmanandthe minority chairmanof the Agriculture and
RuralAffairs Committeeof theSenateor their designeeandthemajority
chairmanandtheminority chairmanof theAgriculture andRuralAffairs
Committeeof theHouseof Representativesor theirdesignee.
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Section4. Authorizationandpurpose.
(a) Grant program.—Thedepartment,in consultationwith the board,

shall establisha programof grantsto agricultureandrural youth organiza-
tionsqualifying toreceivegrantsunderthisact.

(b) Purpose.—Grantsawardedunder the provisionsof thisactmay be
usedfor anyof thefollowing purposes:

(1) To cover the costsof specialprojectsconductedby the organiza-
tion andapprovedby theboard.

(2) For educationalprogramsconducted by the organizationand
approvedby theboard.

(3) For educationalseminarsandfield tripsconductedby the organi-
zationandapprovedby theboard.

(4) For agriculturalsafetytrainingprogramsconductedby theorgani-
zationandapprovedby theboard.

(5) For certaincapital projectsandequipmentpurchasesapprovedby
theboard.
(c) Guidelines.—Thedepartment,in consultationwith the board,shall

establishguidelinesto awardgrantsfor the purposesset forth in subsection
(b) and other purposesdeemedappropriateby the departmentwith the
approvalof theboard.
Section 5. Applications.

(a) Application procedure.—Anagricultureand rural youth organiza-
tion may makeapplicationat the time, in the mannerand containingany
informationasthedepartmentmayrequire.The departmentshalldetermine
fromtheinformationprovidedwhetherthe applicationis eligible-forconsid-
erationbytheboard.

(b) Annualmeeting.—Theboardshallmeetannuallyto recommendto
theDepartmenttheawardingof grantstoqualifying organizations.

(c) Othermeetings.—Theboardshallmeetatthe call of thechairperson
to conductbusinessrelatedtotheawardof grants.
Section 6. Grants.

(a) Generalrule.—Thedepartmentshall makegrantsin an amountnot
to exceed$2,500 to qualifying agricultureand rural youth organizations
upontherecommendationof theboard.

(b) Matching funds.—Grantsin an amountnot to exceed$15,000shall
be awardedto qualifying agricultureandrural youthorganizationsselected
to receive theseawards for the purposesof capital projects. Grants for
capitalprojectsmustbematchedby private fundsin an amountequalto the
Stategrant.

(c) Annual allocation.—Thefirst annualallocationof grantsto qualify-
ing organizationsshallnot exceed$150,000.Theboardshallestablishannual
allocationlimits foreachsubsequentyear.
Section7. Regulations.

The departmentis chargedwith administeringthe provisionsof this act
and is authorized,with the approvalof the board,to prescribeandadopt
programpolicy guidelinesor regulationsrelatingto the administrationand
enforcementof thisact.
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Section 8. Funding.
The departmentshall useasmuchmoneysasarenecessaryandavailable

from the RuralRehabilitationCorporationassetsfor the implementationof
theprovisionsof thisact.
Section 9. Expiration.

Theprovisionsof this actshallterminatewhenthe Rural Rehabilitation
Corporationassetshavebeendepleted.
Section 10. Effectivedate.

Thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The6th dayofAugust,A. D. 1991.

ROBERT P. CASEY


