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No. 1992-15

AN ACT

HB 42

Amendingtheactof May21, 1943 (P.L.571,No.254),entitled,asamended,“An
act relating to assessmentfor taxationin countiesof the fourth,fifth, sixth,
seventhand eighth classes;designatingthe subjects,propertyand persons
subjectto andexempt from taxation for county,borough,town, township,
school,exceptin cities andcountyinstitutiondistrict purposes;andproviding
for andregulatingtheassessmentandvaluationthereoffor suchpurposes;cre-
ating in eachsuchcounty a board for the assessmentand revision of taxes;
definingthepowersanddutiesof suchboards;providingfor theacceptanceof
this act by cities; regulatingthe office of ward, borough,town and township
assessors;abolishingthe office of assistanttriennialassessorin townshipsof
the first class; providing for the appointmentof a chief assessor,assistant
assessorsand otheremployes;providing for their compensationpayableby
suchcounties;prescribingcertaindutiesof andcertainfees to be collected-by
the recorderof deedsand municipal officers who issue building permits;
imposing dutieson taxablesmaking improvementson land andgranteesof
land; prescribingpenalties;andeliminating thetriennial assessment,”provid-
ing for refunds.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section702(d.1) of the act of May 21, 1943 (P.L.571,
No.254), known as The Fourthto Eighth ClassCounty AssessmentLaw,
addedOctober11, 1984(P1.896,No.176),is amendedto read:

Section702. AppealHearings._** *

(d. 1) Personswho have sufferedcatastrophiclossesto their property
shall havetheright to appealbeforethe countyboardof assessmentappea1s~
within theremainderof the county fiscalyearin which thecatastrophicloss
occurred,or within six monthsof the dateon which the catastrophicloss
occurred,whichevertime period is longer. The dutyof the county boardof
assessmentappealsshall be to reassessthe valueof the propertyin the fol-
lowing manner:thevalueof thepropertybeforethe catastrophicloss, based
on the percentageof thetaxableyear for which the propertystoodat its
former value, shall be addedto the value of the propertyafter the cata-
strophicloss,basedon thepercentageof thetaxableyearfor whichtheprop-
erty stoodat its reducedvalue. Any property improvementsmadesubse-
quentto thecatastrophiclossin thesametaxyearshallnotbeiiieluded-ir1-the
reassessmentdescribedin this subsectionfor that tax year.Any adjustments
inassessmentunderthis subsection:

(1) shall bereflectedby the appropriatetaxingauthoritiesin the-f~em~of
acreditfor thesucceedingtax year;or

(2) upon application by the propertyowner to the appropriatetaring
authorities, shall result in a refund beingpaidto the propertyowner at the
time of issuanceof the tax noticefor the next succeedingtax year by the
respectivetaxing authorities. As used in this section, “catastrophicloss”
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meansanylossdueto minesubsidence,fire, flood or othernaturaldisaster
which affectsthe physicalstateof therealpropertyandwhich exceedsfifty
percentum(50%)of themarketvalueof therealpropertypriorto theloss.

Section2. Thisactshalltakeeffectin 60 days.

APPROVED—The3rddayof April, A. D. 1992.

ROBERT P. CASEY


