
398 Act 1992-86 LAWS OFPENNSYLVANIA

No. 1992-86

AN ACT

SB 9

Amending the act of September9, 1965 (P.L.497, No.251), entitled “An act
requiringphysicians,hospitalsand otherinstitutionsto administeror causeto
be administeredtestsfor phenylketonuriaandothermetabolicdiseasesupon
infants in certain cases,” further providing for a newbornchild screening
program.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Theact of September9, 1965 (P.L.497,No.251),entitled“An
act requiring physicians,hospitalsandother institutionsto administeror
causeto be administeredtests for phenylketonuriaand other metabolic
diseasesupon infants in certaincases,”is amendedby addingsectionsto
read:

Section1. ShortTitle.—Thisactshall beknownandmaybe citedas the
“Newborn Child TestingAct.”

Section2. Definitions.—-Thefollowingwordsandphraseswhenusedin
this act shall havethe meaningsgiven to themin this section unlessthe
contextclearlyindicatesotherwise:

“Board.” The State Advisory Health Board in the Departmentof
Health.

“Department.” TheDepartmentofHealthoftheCommonwealth.
“Disease.” Diseaseslistedby the DepartmentofHealth by regulation

which leadto mentalretardationorphysicaldefects,including, withoutlimi-
tation, Phenylketonuria(PKU), maple syrup urine disease(MSUD) and
sickle-celldisease(hemoglobinopathies).

“Health careprovider.” A health carefacilityorhealthcarepractitioner
asdefinedby regulationsoftheDepartmentofHealth.

“Newborn child.” A child lessthan28daysofage.
“Program.” The NewbornChild Screeningand Follow-up Program

administeredby theDepartmentofHealth.
“Repeatspecimen.” A secondor subsequentbloodspecimencollected

froma newbornchildfor thesamepurpose.
“Unacceptablespecimen.” A newbornchild’s bloodspecimenwhich is

not suitablein quality or quantity to performnewbornscreeningor confir-
matorytestingforoneormoreofthediseasescoveredbythisactor theregu-.
lationspromulgatedthereunder.

Section2. Section 1 of theactisamendedto read:
(Section1. Every hospital or other institution caring for newborn

infants, or any physician having in his care newborn infantsshaffadm~niater
or causeto be administered to every such infant in its or his care a test for
phenylketonuria approved by the Advisory Health Board of the State
Department of Health and tests for such other metabolic diseasesof the
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newbornwhichmaylead tomentalretardationor physicaldefects-and-w(thli
maybeapprovedby suchAdvisoryHealthBoard.No suchtestshallbemade
if theparentor guardianof thenewbornchild dissentsonthe~gro-undthiitthe-
testconflictswith hisreligiousbeliefsor practicesj

Section3. NewbornChild ScreeningandFollow-up Program.—(a) In
orderto assisthealthcareprovidersto determinewhethertreatmentor-other
servicesare necessaryto avert mentalretardation,permanentdisabilitiesor
death, the department,with the approvalof the board, shall establisha
programprovidingfor:

(1) Thescreeningtestsofnewbornchildrenfordiseasel.
(2) Follow-up servicesrelating to confirmatorytesting, assessmentand

diagnosisofnewbornchildren with abnormalor inconclusivescreeningtest
results.

(b) The department,with the approvalof the board, shall establishby
regulation those diseases,in addition to phenylketonuria(PKU), maple
syrupurine disease(MSUD) and sickle-celldisease(hemoglobinopathies),
for which newbornchildren shall be testedandthe methodsfor testingand
disseminatingtestresults.

(c) No screeningtestshall beperformedif aparentor guardiandissents
on thegroundthat thetestconflictswitha religiousbelieforpractice.

Section3. Theactis amendedby addingsectionstoread:
Section4. Procurementof Specimensby Health Care Providers.—

(a) Health care providersshall cause to be procuredblood specimensof
newbornchildren for requiredscreeningand confirmatorytestsand send
suchspecimenstoa testinglaboratorydesignatedbythedepartment.

(b) If the initial specimenis an unacceptablespecimenor as otherwise
requfredby the departmentby regulation, the health care provider shall
collecta repeatspecimenforscreeningandconfirmatorytests.

Section5. Regulations.—Thedepartment, with the approval of the
board, shall havetheauthorityto promulgateregulationsfor theimplemen-
tationandadministrationofthisact.

Section4. Any regulationspromulgatedundertheact prior to theeffec-
tive dateof this amendatoryact shall continueand remainin full force and
effect until repealed,supersededor supplementedby regulationspromul-
gatedundertheauthorityof thisamendatoryact.

Section5. Thisact shalltake effect July 1, 1992,or immediately,which-
everis later.

APPROVED—The9thdayof July, A. D. 1992.

ROBERT P. CASEY


