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No. 1992-136

AN ACT

SB 916

Amendingtheact of June24, 1931 (P.L.1206,No.331),entitled “An act con-
cerningtownshipsof the first class; amending,revising, consolidating,and
changingthe law relating thereto,” further providing for mannerof filling
appointments.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section 638 of theact of June24, 1931 (P.L.1206,No.331),
known asTheFirst ClassTownshipCode,reenactedandamendedMay 27,
1949(P.L.1955,No.569),isamendedto read:

Section638. Manner of Filling Appointments.—Everyposition or
employmentin the policeforce or aspaid operatorsof fire apparatusexcept
that of chiefof police or chiefof the fire departmentor equivalentshall be
filled only in the followingmanner:thetownshipcommissionersshall notify
thecommissionof anyvacancywhich is to befilled andshallrequestthecer-
tification of alist of eligibles. Thecommissionshall certify for eachexisting
vacancyfrom the eligible list the namesof threepersonsthereonwhohave
receivedthe highestaverage.The townshipcommissionersshall, thereupon,
with sole referenceto the merits andfitness of the candidates,makean
appointmentfrom the threenamescertified unlessthey makeobjectionsto
the commissionas to oneor moreof thepersonssocertified for anyof the
reasonsstatedin section637 of this subdivision.Shouldsuchobjectionsbe
sustainedby the commission,as providedin said section,the commission
shall thereuponstrike the nameof suchpersonfrom the eligible list and
certify thenexthighestnameforeachnamestrickenoff. As eachsubsequent
vacancyoccursin thesameor anotherposition,preciselythesameprocedure
shallbefollowed.

A vacancyin an existingposition in thepoliceforce or asapaidoperator
offire apparatuswhich occursasaresultofretirement,,resignation, disabil-
ity or death maybefilled by the townshipcommissionersby the reappoint-
mentor reinstatementofaformeremployeofthepoliceforceorftreilepart-
ment who hadpreviouslycompliedwith theprovisionsof this section.No
examination, other than a physical examination as dfrectedby the Civil
ServiceCommission,shall be requfred in a case of reappointmentor rein-
statementto the force or departmentwith which the employepreviously
served,exceptat the discretionof the townshipcommissionersor as other-
wiserequiredbylaw.

In the caseof a vacancyin theoffice of chiefof policeor chiefof the fire
departmentor equivalentofficial, the townshipcommissionersmay nomi-
natea personto the commission.It shall thereuponbecomethe duty of the
commissionto subjectsuchpersonto anon-competitiveexaminationandif
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suchpersonshall becertifiedby thecommissionasqualified hemaythenbe
appointedto suchposition and thereaftershall be subjectto all the provi-
sionsof thissubdivision.

Section2. This actshalltakeeffect in 60days.

APPROVED—The14thdayof December,A. D. 1992.

ROBERT P. CASEY


