
2 Act 1993-2 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

No. 1993-2

AN ACT

HB 115

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania

ConsolidatedStatutes,furtherproviding for thecompetencyof witnesses.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 5912 of Title 42 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutesis amendedto read:
§ 5912. [Disqualification by perjury.

In a criminal proceeding,a person who hasbeen convictedin a court
of this Commonwealth of perjury, which term is hereby declaredto
include subornation of or solicitation to commit perjury, shall not be a
competentwitnessfor anypurpose,although hissentencemay havebeen
fully complied with, unlessthe judgment of conviction be judicially set
asideor reversed,or unlessthe proceedingis one to punish or prevent
injury or violence attempted, done, or threatened to his person or
property; in which caseshe shall be competentto testify.1
Effectofprior convictions,

Nopersonshall be deemedincompetentor otherwisedisqual~”wdasa
witnessin anycriminal proceedingby reasonoftheperson’shavingbeen
convictedofperjuryorsubornationoforsolicitation tocommitperjury,but
suchconvictionmaybe shownfor the purposeof affecting the person’s
credibility.

Section 2. The amendmentof 42 Pa.C.S. § 5912 shall apply to all
criminal casespendingon the effective date of thisact.

Section3. Thisactshall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The22nd day of April, A.D. 1993.
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