
248 Act 1993-45 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

No. 1993-45

AN ACT

SB 801

Providing for the integration of educational resourcesof schools, colleges and

businessesin this Commonwealth.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
This actshall be known and may be cited as theEducationalResource

SharingThroughDistanceLearningAct.
Section 2. Declarationof policy.

The GeneralAssemblyfinds anddeclaresas follows:
(1) America’s chief economic competitors are making financial

commitments to the infrastructure necessaryfor the instantaneous
movementof voicevideo anddataamongorganizationsandagencies.

(2) Other statesare using full audio, full video teleconferencing
technologyfor instructionalandothereducationalpurposes.

(3) A numberof schooldistrictsin thisCommonwealthcurrentlyhave
distancelearningprogramsin place.Theirsuccessservesas amodeland
a statementthat greaterresourcesandpriority needto be given to the
developmentof a more comprehensivedistancelearningsystem.

(4) Ongoingcooperationand resourcesharinginvolving elementary,
secondaryand postsecondaryeducational facilities and the business
communitymustbe partof thisCommonwealth’sresponseto international
anddomesticdevelopments.

(5) Full audio,full videoteleconferencingtechnologycanprovidemore
equitable access to excellent teachers,enhancedcurricula and other
educationalresources.

(6) Teleconferencingtechnologycanprovidespecialbenefitsfor rural
areas,inner cities and other areaswhere educationalopportunitiesand
resourcesharingarelimited by geography,distancesor financialresources.

(7) The promotion of distance learning technologyis necessaryto
provide for equity in educationalopportunitiesfor all studentsthrough
educationresourcesharingandbusiness-educationpartnerships.

Section3. Definitions.
The following words andphraseswhen usedin this act shall have the

meaningsgivento them in this section unlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Distance learning programs.” Those programs of instruction using
technology to transmit video, audio or data by one-way or two-way
telecommunicationsorcomputertechnologywhiletheinstructorsandlearners
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are in oneor moregeographicallyseparatelocations.
Section4. Distancelearningprogramagreements.

(a) Board of school directors.—Theboard of school directorsof any
school district may enterinto an agreementrelating to a distancelearning
programwith any of thefollowing:

(1) Schooldistricts.
(2) Intermediateunits.
(3) Educationalinstitutions,includinginstitutionsof higher education.
(4) Businessesandotherappropriateagencies.

(b) Departmentof Education.—Wheneverfundsbecomeavailablefrom
any sourcewhateverfor the purposeof establishinga distance learning
program,theDepartmentof Educationmayenterinto an agreementwith any
of the following:

(1) Schooldistricts.
(2) Intermediateunits.
(3) Educationalinstitutions,includinginstitutionsof higher education.
(4) Other appropriateagencies.

(c) Purpose.—Thepurposeof a distancelearning program shall be to
share and augmentinstruction and education resources to provide for
curriculum enhancementand other educationalopportunitiesthat are not
otherwiseavailableor affordableto studentsin elementaryand secondary
schools.

(d) Priorities.—Departmentof Educationpriority andfunding shall be
affordedthosedistancelearningprogramproposalsthatdemonstrateeffective.
andinnovativepartnershipswith businessandindustry.
Section5. Rulesandregulations.

The State Board of Education shall promulgate rules and regulations
relatingtoacademiccreditthatmaybegrantedto studentsenrolled-in-courses
offeredthroughdistancelearningprogramsunder the provisionsof this act.
Section6. Effective date.

Thisact shall take effect July 1, 1993,or immediately,whicheveris later.

APPROVED—The2nd day of July, A.D. 1993,

MARK S. SINGEL
ACTING GOVERNOR


