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No. 1993-73

AN ACT

SB 880

Providingthe EarlyChildhoodEducationProfessionalLoanForgivenessProgramfor
Pennsylvaniaresidentswho graduatefrom institutionsof highereducationandwho
apply their educationaltrainingtopositionsin approvedchild-carefacilities in this
Commonwealth.

TheGeneralAssembly finds anddeclaresas follows:
(1) Parentswho work needto dependon daily child-careservices

which providea safe,healthyandeducationallysoundprogramfor their
children.

(2) There is a growing crisis in child care due to an increasing
shortageof child-careprofessionalswhich is a resultof low wagesand
poor benefits.

(3) Child caregiverturnoveris currentlyapproximately33% for child
day-carecentersin thisCommonwealth.

(4) Child-care teachersearnone-third of the salary of comparably
educatedpublic school teachers.

(5) Two-thirdsof the child-careteachersin this Commonwealthhold
four-yeardegreesbut makeless than the averageUnited Statesworker
whonever graduatedfrom high school.

(6) Researchhas shownthat young children in group settingsthrive
emotionally, socially, physically and intellectually when they havean
adequatenumberof adultsspecificallytrained in child developmentand
earlychildhoodeducationwith whom to interact.

(7) With currentsalariesatapproximately$11,200annuallyfor child-
care teachers,many of those individuals with the same educational
credentialsas public schoolteachershavechosento abandoncareersin
child carefor teachingjobs which guaranteeaminimum annualsalaryof
$18,500plus benefits.

(8) Paymentof aportionof studentloansfor child-careprofessionals
establishesacommitmentby theCommonwealthto encourageindividuals
trainedin child developmentandearlychildhoodeducationto apply that
training in the growing field of child care.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Early Childhood

EducationProfessionalLoan ForgivenessAct.
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Section2. Definitions.
The following wordsand phraseswhen used in this actshall havethe

meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Agency.” The PennsylvaniaHigher EducationAssistanceAgency.
“Approvedchild-carefacility.” A child day-carecenteror groupday-care

homelocatedin this Commonwealthwhich is subjectto andin compliance
with regulationsissuedby theDepartmentof Public Welfare.

“Program.” TheEarly ChildhoodEducationProfessionalLoan Forgive-
nessProgram.

“Qualified applicant.” A personwho meetsthe following criteria:
(1) Has successfullycompleted an undergraduateprogram at an

accreditedcollegeor university.
(2) Hasabachelor’sdegreeandhasobtainedPennsylvaniaStateEarly

Childhood EducationCertification (nurserythrough third grade) or an
associate’sdegreein early childhoodeducationor child development.

(3) Hasborrowedthroughtheagency-administeredGuaranteedStudent
Loan Programs.

(4) Is aresidentof this Commonwealth.
(5) Executesa swornaffidavit, underpenaltyof perjury, thathe does

not haveadelinquentpaymentowing to any Commonwealthagency.
(6) Receivesa salaryof lessthan$18,500.

Section 3. Early Childhood Education Professional Loan Forgiveness
Program.

Qualifiedapplicantswho are selectedfor theprogramin accordancewith
this actshall beeligible for paymentby the agencyof aportionof the debt
incurredby theapplicantthroughtheagency-administeredGuaranteedStudent
Loan Programsfor the educationnecessaryto successfullycomplete the
specifiedbachelor’sdegreeorassociate’sdegreeprograms.For eachcalendar
year that the applicant is a full-time professional in an approved
Commonwealthchild-carefacility, theagencymayforgiveaproportionalpart
of the applicant’sloan so that the loan may be entirely forgiven over four
years of full-time employment in an approvedchild-carefacility. For a
graduatewith a bachelor’sor associate’sdegreein the specifiedareas,no
morethan$2,500shall be forgiven in any year,andno morethan$10,000
shall be forgiven for any applicant.Paymentsshall be madein accordance
with theproceduresestablishedby theagency.A loanforgivenessawardshall
not be madefor a loanthatis in defaultatthe timeof the application.
Section4. Loan forgivenessawards.

Recipientsof the loan forgivenessawards shall be those child-care
professionalswho are working in approvedchild-care facilities in this
Commonwealth.Eachchild-careprofessionalshallberequiredto submitsuch
documentationof eligibility as theagencymay require.
Section5. Funding.

Loan forgivenessawards shall be made to the extent that funds are
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appropriated by the General Assembly and are sufficient to cover
administrationof theprogram.In theeventthatfunding is insufficient to fully
fund administrationand all eligible applicants,the agencyshall utilize a
random lottery system for determining which applicants receive loan
forgivenessawards.
Section6. Responsibilityof agency.

It shall be the responsibilityof the agencyto administerthe program
establishedby thisactandto promulgatethenecessaryrulesandregulations.
Section7. Effectivedate.

Thisactshall take effectJanuary1, 1994.

APPROVED—The17th day of December,A.D. 1993.

MARK S. SINGEL
ACTING GOVERNOR


