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No. 1993-80

AN ACT

RB 1512

Reenactingand amendingthe actof July 9, 1984 (P.L.676,No.145),entitled“An act
establishing within the PennsylvaniaHigher Education AssistanceAgency
RegionalComputer ResourceCentersand RegionalComputerResourceCenter
boards.”

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Sections1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 of the act of July 9, 1984
(P.L.676,No.145),knownasthe InformationTechnologyEducationAct, are
reenactedor reenactedandamendedto read:
Section 1. Shorttitle.

Thisact shallbe knownandmaybe citedas theInformation Technology
EducationAct.
Section2. Purpose.

The GeneralAssemblyfinds anddeclaresas follows:
(1) It is in the best interestof the Commonwealthto improve and

strengthencomputereducationin its elementaryandsecondaryschoolsby:
(i) Coordinatingthe activitiesof the RegionalComputerResource

Centers with the existing Science Teachers Education Program
administeredby thePennsylvaniaHigherEducationAssistanceAgency.

(ii) Encouragingorderlyplanningfortheuseofmicrocomputersand
for theapplicationof microcomputersto the instructionalprogramsof
elementaryandsecondaryschools.

(iii) Improving teachertraining in computereducation.
(iv) Encouragingtheacquisitionof computerhardware.
(v) Assistingin the acquisitionof appropriatecomputersoftware.

(2) All areasof theCommonwealthshall haveavailablea Regional
ComputerResourceCenter to assist school districts in developingthe
computerskills of their studentsandteachersandto ensureavailabilityof
computerequipment,training andprograms.

(3) ThereshallbeatleasteightcentersthroughouttheCommonwealth,
each of which shall be establishedat sitesreflecting considerationsof
demography.

(4) Funding shall be made available to the centers from the
PennsylvaniaHigherEducationAssistanceAgency.

(5) The initial priority of this act shallbeto equalizethedevelopment
of computerskills of studentsandteachersamongtheschooldistricts.

(6) Thisprogramis designedas a four-yearprogram.



558 Act 1993-80 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANTA

Section3. Definitions.
The following words andphraseswhen usedin this act shall have the

meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Agency.” The PennsylvaniaHigher EducationAssistanceAgency.
“Center.” A RegionalComputerResourceCenter.
“Department.” TheDepartmentof Educationof the Commonwealth.
“Intermediateunit.” An intermediateunit asdefinedby theactof March

10, 1949 (P.L.30,No.14),known as thePublic SchoolCodeof 1949.
Section4. Responsibility of PennsylvaniaHigher Education Assistance

Agency.
(a) Establishcenters.—ThePennsylvaniaHigher Education Assistance

Agency shall establishnot less than eight Regional ComputerResource
CentersthroughouttheCommonwealthat sitesbasedon demography.

(b) Grant supervision.—Theagency shall be responsiblefor reviewing
school district grantproposalssubmittedby RegionalComputerResource
Centers.

(c) Power to makegrants.—TheHigher EducationAssistanceAgency
shall makegrantsto schooldistricts.Thosegrantsshallreflectatleastoneof
thefollowing:

(1) Theaid ratio as definedin the Public SchoolCodeof 1949.
(2) Schooldistrict enrollment.

Eachschooldistrict applying shall berequiredto supply the balanceof the
funding necessaryfor its program.Thebalancemay be suppliedin cashor
in kind.
Section5. RegionalComputerResourceCenters.

(a) Purpose.—Thepurposesof eachRegionalComputerResourceCenter
areto increaseteacherexpertiserelatingto computerinformationtechnology
andto assistlocal schooldistricts within the region to acquire,utilize and
upgradecomputerhardwareandsoftware.To this end,it will:

(1) Provideteachertraining.
(2) Help designcomputerorientedcurricula.
(3) Assistwith theevaluationof software.
(4) Review and evaluate proposalsfor upgrading computer and

computerorientedinstruction.
(5) Coordinatepurchaseof computerhardwareandsoftware.
(6) Loan computer hardware and software to nonpublic school

students.
The agencyor Regional ComputerResourceCentersmay contract with
intermediateunits to providethe aboveservices.

(b) RegionalComputerResourceCenterBoard.—
(1) The Board of Directorsof the PennsylvaniaHigher Education

AssistanceAgency shall appoint five personsto be membersof each
Regional ComputerResourceCenterBoard of Directors.The persons
appointedshall representfive broadareas:computertechnology,teacher
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education, computer education, elementaryeducation and secondary
education.No lessthantwo membersof theRegionalComputerResource
CenterBoardshall be classroomteachersor buildingprincipals.

(2) It shall be the duty of the regional board to receive grant
applicationsfrom schooldistricts.Suchapplicationsshallincludeplansfor
upgradingcomputereducationthroughtwo relatedandcoordinatedactiens:
teachertraining and computerhardwareand software acquisitionand
utilization.

(3) Grant applicationsfrom school districts for teachertraining in
computereducation,computerhardwareacquisitionandcomputersoftware
acquisition shall be received by the regional board. After reviewing
applications,the regionalboardshall forwardeachapplicationwith their
commentsto the PennsylvaniaHigher EducationAssistanceAgency.

Section6. Loan of computerhardwareand softwareto nonpublic school
students.

The[Directorl Presidentof thePennsylvaniaHigherEducationAssistance
Agency through the RegionalComputerResourceCentersshall have the
power and duty to purchasecomputerhardwareand software and, upon
individual request,toloanthemto all childrenresidingin theCommonwealth
who areenrolledin gradeskindergartenthrough 12 of a nonpublic school.
The annual allocation for this purchaseshall not exceed 20% of the
appropriatedfundsusedfor thepurchaseof computerhardwareandsoftware
from the total appropriation.Such computerhardwareandsoftwareshall be
loanedfree to suchchildren.
Section7. Regulations.

The Boardof Directorsof thePennsylvaniaHigherEducationAssistance
Agency shall havethe powerandits duty shallbe to adoptsuchregulations
as may be necessaryto implementthis act.

Section2. Section8 of the act is repealed.
Section3. Theact is amendedby addingsectionsto read:

Section8. Contractinglimitations.
(a) Generalrule,—No contractshall beawardedunderthis actuntil the

contracting parties certjfy and the agency is satisfied that no
Commonwealthofficial oremployee,including anyofficial or employeeof
the StateSystemofHigherEducation,possessesafinancial interestin the
contract or has any interest which is prohibited by the State Adverse
InterestAct. Any contract in which a Commonwealthofficial or employee
possessesan interestprohibited under this sectionshall be void.

(b) Definitions.—As used in this section, the following words and
phrasesshall have the meaningsgiven to them in this subsection:

“Business with which he is associated.” A businessin which the
Commonwealthofficial or employeeor a memberof his immediatefamily
is a director, officer, owner or employeeor has afinancial interest.

“Commonwealthofficial or employee.” Theterm includesanymember
of the official’s or employee’s immediatefamily and any businesswith
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which he is associated.
“Financial interest.” A financial interest in a legal entity engagedin

businessfor profit which comprisesmore than 5% of the equity of the
businessor more than 5% of the assetsof the economical interests in
indebtedness.

“Immediatefamily.” A parent,spouseor child.
Section8.1. Expiration provision.

This actshall expireJune 30, 1997.
Section4. This actshall apply to all contractsawardedon or after the

effective dateof this act.
Section5. Thisactshall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The22nd day of December,A.D. 1993.

ROBERT P. CASEY


