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AmendingTitle 23 (DomesticRelations)of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,

furtherproviding for civil proceedingsandfor monetarylimits of parentalliability.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section5504 of Title 23 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutesis amendedby addinga subsectionto read:
§ 5504. Establishingliability in civil proceedings.

(d) Action against parenL—Notwithstanding any provision to the
contrary, a victim of a willful, tortious actof a chiW may initiate a civil
action directlyagainsttheparentorparentsof thechild whocommitted-the
tortious act for the purposeof receiving compensationfor the injuries
suffered, not to exceedthe limitations setforth in section5505.

Section2. Section5505 of Title 23 is amendedto read:
§ 5505. Monetarylimits of liability.

(a) Generalrule.—Liabiity of the parentsunder this chaptershall be
limited to:

(1) Thesum of [$3001 $1,000for injuries sufferedby anyoneperson
as aresultof onetortiousact or continuousseriesof tortiousacts.

(2) The sum of [$1,000] $2,500regardlessof the numberof persons
who sufferinjury as a resultof onetortiousactor continuousseriesof
tortiousacts.
(b) Proceedingswherelossexceedsliability.—In theeventthatactualloss

asascertainedby thecourtor thejudgmentagainstthechild exceeds[$1,0001
$2,500,theparentsshallbe dischargedfrom furtherliability by thepayment
of [$1,000] $2,500 into court.The court shall causeall aggrievedpartiesto
submit itemizedstatementsof loss in writing and shall make distribution
proportionately,whethertheclaimsbe for injuries to thepersonor for theft,
destructionor loss of property.The court may take testimonyto assistit in
making proper distribution and may appoint a masterto accomplish this
purpose.All costsandfeesincurredin theseproceedingsshallbe paid from
the [$1,000]$2,500paid into court.

(c) Jointactsby childrenof sameparent.—Thelimitations on liability set
forth in subsections(a) and(b) shallbeapplicablewhentwo or morechildren
of the sameparentengagejointly in the commissionof onetortiousactor
seriesof tortiousacts.



SESSIONOF 1994

Section3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The21stday of April, A.D. 1994.
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