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No. 1994-17

AN ACT

SB 612

AmendingTitles 18 (CrimesandOffenses)and42 (JudiciaryandJudicialProcedure)

of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,furtherprovidingfor criminalmischief.

The GeneralAssemblyfinds anddeclaresas follows:
(1) For the health, safety and welfare of the residents of this

Commonwealth,the lawsdesignedto deterthe defacementof public and
privatepropertythroughthe useof aerosolspray-paintcans,broad-tipped
indelible markersandothermarking devicesshouldbe strengthened.

(2) Whereappropriate,thecourtshouldrequirethosewhocommitacts
of defacementto restorethe damagedpropertyto its original condition.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section3304(a)of Title 18 of thePennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutesis amendedto read:
§ 3304. Criminal mischief.

(a) Offensedefined.—Apersonis guilty of criminal mischiefif he:
(1) damagestangiblepropertyof anotherintentionally, recklessly,or

by negligencein the employmentof fire, explosives,or otherdangerous
meanslistedin section 3302(a)of this title (relating to causingor risking
catastrophe);

(2) intentionallyor recklesslytamperswith tangiblepropertyofanother
so as to endangerpersonor property;tori

(3) intentionallyor recklesslycausesanotherto suffer pecuniaryloss
by deceptionor threat~.];or

(4) intentionally defaces or otherwise damages tangible public
propertyor tangiblepropertyofanotherwith an aerosolspray-paintcan,
broad-tippedindelible marker or similar marking device.

Section2. Title 42 is amendedby addingasection to read:
§ 9720. Sentencingfor criminal mischief.

(a) Sentencing.—Apersonconvictedof an offenseunder18 Pa.C.S.§s~
3304(a)(4) (relating to criminal mischief) and 3307(a.1) (relating to
institutional vandalism),and who in the opinion of the sentencingcourt
would benefit, shall be sentencedto a term of supervisedcommunity
service,including repairing or restoringdamagedproperty, in accordance
with the following:

(1) If the damageto the property is less than $200, the term of
communityserviceshall not belessthan50 daysnor morethan 74 days.
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(2) If the damage to the property is at least$200 but less than
$1,000,the termofcommunityserviceshall notbelessthan 75 daysnor
more than 99 days.

(3) If the damageto the property is $1,000 or more, the term of
communityserviceshall not be less than 100 daysnor more than200
days.
(b) Satisfactory completion of community service program.—

Satisfactorycompletionofthe communityserviceprogramunder-subsection
(a) shall resultin a dismissalof chargesandexpungementof the recordof
the person sentencedunder subsection (a). The court shall follow
proceduressimilar to thoseestablishedfor the AcceleratedRehabilitative
Disposition Program.

Section3. This actshall takeeffect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The21stday of April, A.D. 1994.

ROBERTP. CASEY


