
136 Act 1994-20 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

No. 1994-20

AN ACT

SB 1103

Mandating health insurancecoverage of annual gynecologicalexaminationsand

routinepap smears;and making repeals.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. Short title.
This actshall be known andmay be citedas theWomen’sPreventative

Health ServicesAct.
Section2. Declarationof policy.

TheGeneralAssemblyfinds anddeclaresasfollows:
(1) As theissueof universalhealthcareis debatedattheFederaland

Statelevels, thespecialhealthcareneedsof womenmust be addressed.
(2) If women had accessto quality preventativehealth care, many

diseasescouldbepreventedor treatedin their early stageswhenit is less
expensiveandthereis amuchbetterchanceof recovery.

(3) Lessthan 60%of women40 yearsof ageor olderand70 yearsof
ageor youngerhavepapsmearsat leastonceeverythreeyears.

(4) Nearly 7,000 women die each year from cervical cancer
nationwide.

(5) In 1989 there were 212 cervical cancer deaths in this
Commonwealth.

(6) Nine out of ten deathsfrom cervicalcancercould bepreventedif
morewomenhadregularpapsmears.

(7) In 1989,658casesof cervicalcancerwerediagnosedandreported
in this Commonwealth.The numberof casesreportedhave increased
consistentlysince 1985.

Section 3. Definitions.
The following words and phraseswhen usedin this actshall have the

meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Health insurancepolicy.” Any individual or group health,sicknessor
accidentpolicy orsubscribercontractor certificateissuedby anentity subject
to any oneof the following:

(1) The act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), known as The
InsuranceCompanyLaw of 1921.

(2) The act of December29, 1972 (P.L.1701,No.364),known asthe
Health MaintenanceOrganizationAct.
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(3) 40 Pa.C.S.Ch. 61 (relating to hospital plan corporations),63
(relatingto professionalhealthservicesplan corporations)or 65 (relating
to fraternalbenefit societies).

(4) The act of May 18, 1976 (P.L.123, No.54), known as the
Individual AccidentandSicknessInsuranceMinimum StandardsAct.

(5) Medicalassistance.
Section4. Mandatedcoverage.

A healthinsurancepolicy which is delivered,issuedfor delivery,renewed,
extendedor modified in thisCommonwealthby a healthcareinsurershall
providethatthehealthinsurancebenefitsapplicableunder thepolicy include
coveragefor periodichealthmaintenanceto include:

(1) Annualgynecologicalexamination,including apelvicexamination
andclinical breastexamination.

(2) Routinepapsmearsin accordancewith therecommendationsof the
AmericanCollegeof ObstetriciansandGynecologists.

Section 5. Delivery of policy.
If ahealthinsurancepolicy providescoverageor benefitsto aresidentof

this Commonwealth, it shall be deemed to be delivered in this
Commonwealthwithin the meaning of this act, regardlessof whetherthe
healthcareinsurerissuingor deliveringthepolicyis locatedwithin oroutside
of this Commonwealth.
Section6. Repeals.

All actsandpartsof actsarerepealedinsofarasthey areinconsistentwith
thisact.
Section7. Applicability.

This actshall apply to all insurancepolicies, subscribercontractsand
groupinsurancecertificatesissuedunderany groupmasterpolicy delivered
or issuedfor deliveryon or after the effective dateof this act.Thisact shall
alsoapply to all renewalsof contractson any renewaldate which is on or
after theeffectivedateof this act.
Section 8. Effective date.

Thisactshall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The22ndday of April, A.D. 1994.

ROBERTP. CASEY


