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Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure)of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutes,providingfor an agequalification for judgesand district
justices;and furtherproviding for theselectionof judicial officers.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Sections3101(a) and3131(a)of Title 42 of thePennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutesare amendedto read:
§ 3101. Qualificationsof judicial officers generally.

(a) Generalrule.—Judgesand district justices shall be citizens of this
Commonwealth.Judges,exceptjudgesof the PittsburghMagistratesCourt
andthe Traffic Court of Philadelphia,shall be membersof the barof this
Commonwealth.Judgesof theSupreme,SuperiorandCommonwealthCourts,
for aperiodof oneyearprecedingtheir electionor appointmentandduring
their continuancein office, shall residewithin this Commonwealth.Other
judgesanddistrictjustices,foraperiod of oneyearprecedingtheir election
or appointmentandduring their continuancein office, shall reside within
theirrespectivedistricts,exceptwhentemporarilyassignedto anotherdistrict
pursuantto law. Judgesanddistrict justices shall be at least21 yearsof
age.

***

§ 3131. Selectionof judicial officers for regular terms.
(a) Judges and district justices generally.—Exceptas provided in

subsection(d)judgesanddistrict justicesshall be electedfor a regularterm
of office atthemunicipalelectionnextprecedingthecommencementof their
respectiveregulartermsof office by the electorsof this Commonwealthor
the respectivedistricts in which they are to serve.A candidatefor judgeor
district justice shall not be placed upon a ballot in any primary or
municipal election unlessthatpersonwill meetthe qualjfications setforth
in section3101 (relating to qualifications of judicial officers generally)as
of the beginning of the term of officefor which the candidateruns.

Section2. This act shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The27th day of May, A.D. 1994.
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