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No. 1994-78

AN ACT

HB 287

Providingfor theestablishmentof the HumanServicesDevelopmentFundandfor its
administrationand operation;and imposing additionalpowersand dutieson the
Departmentof Public Welfare.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Human Services

DevelopmentFundAct.
Section2. Declarationof policy.

The GeneralAssemblydeclaresas a matter of policy that eachcounty
shall receivemoneysfrom the Human ServicesDevelopmentFund,created
formally underthis act,to meet local social servicesneedsas determinedby
countyofficials.
Section3. Definitions.

The following wordsand phraseswhen usedin this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Categoricalprograms.” Programsdesignedto meettheservice needsof
thefollowing specific populations:

(1) Low-incomeadults.
(2) Homelesspersons.
(3) Agedandagingpersons,undersection2206-A of theact of April

9, 1929 (P.L.177,No.175),known as The AdministrativeCodeof 1929.
(4) Drug-addictedandalcohol-addictedpersons,servedunderthe act

of April 14, 1972(P.L.221, No.63),knownasthePennsylvaniaDrugand
Alcohol AbuseControl Act.

(5) Personswith mentalhealthproblemsunder the actof October20,
1966(3rdSp.Sess.,P.L.96,No.6), knownastheMentalHealthandMental
RetardationAct of 1966.

(6) Personswith mental retardationunder the Mental Health and
Mental RetardationAct of 1966.

(7) Dependentand delinquent children within the meaning of 42
Pa.C.S.§ 6302 (relating to definitions).
“County-basedsocialservices.” Programsapprovedby thedepartmentand

provided by or in consortwith county governments.The term includes
servicesdesignedto meettheneedsof low-incomeadults,olderindividuals,
individualsdependenton drugsor alcohol, individualswith mentalillness or
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mental retardation, homelessindividuals and dependentand delinquent
childrenas defmedin 42 Pa.C.S.§ 6302 (relating to definitions).

“Department.” TheDepartmentof PublicWelfareof theCommonwealth.
“Fund.” The Human Services DevelopmentFund establishedunder

section4.
“Genericservices.” Servicesprovidedto meetthe needsof two or more

client populations.
“Poverty level.” Theaveragenumberof recipientsof Aid toFamilieswith

DependentChildren benefits,GeneralAssistancebenefits and StateBlind
Pensionbenefits in a given fiscal year in a county in proportion to the
averagenumberof recipientsin thisCommonwealth.

“Servicescoordination.” Planningandmanagementactivitiesdesignedto
improvetheeffectivenessof county humanservices.

“Specializedservices.” New services or a combination of services
designedto meetthe uniqueneedsof aclient populationthatareunmetby
the currentcategoricalprograms.
Section4. Creationof HumanServicesDevelopmentFund.

TheHumanServicesDevelopmentFundis herebycreatedandestablished
for the purpose of encouragingcounty governmentsto provide locally
identifiedservicesthatwill meetthehumanservicesneedsof citizensin their
counties.Theseservicesincludeall of the following:

(1) Categoricalservices.
(2) Servicescoordination.
(3) Genericservices.
(4) Specializedservices.

Section5. Administrationandoperationof fund.
The departmentshallhave thepowerandduty to:

(1) Administerthe fund.
(2) Determinetheannualallocationsto countiesfrom the fund.
(3) Make allocationsto counties.
(4) Make paymentsto thevariouscountiesbasedon the limitation of

the annualappropriationandthe distributionformula setforth in section
7.

(5) Assist thecountiesin planning.
(6) Promulgateregulationsnecessaryto carry out this act.
(7) Approveannually the county plansfor the expendituresof fund

moneysandallocations.
(8) Reportannuallyto the GeneralAssembly on theexpendituresof

fund moneys,how they were usedand the categoriesand numbersof
clientsserved.

Section6. Powersanddutiesof counties.
(a) Administration.—Thecountyofficials of eachcountyshalladminister

fund participationandallocationuse.
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(b) Countyallocations.—Allfundsallocatedto acountyshallbe usedby
thecountysolely to provideandadministercounty-basedsocialservicesand
servicecoordinationwithin the county.

(c) Client eligibility.—County officials shall determineandredetermine
whethera personis eligible to participatein county-basedsocialservices.

(d) Annual plan.—Eachcountywhich receivesmoneysfrom the fund
shall submit an annualplan to thedepartmentto indicatehow that county
intendsto comply with the requirementsof this section.Eachplan shall be
developedbased on the county officials’ determinationof county need,
formulatedafter an opportunity for public commentin the county. Other
reportsmay be requiredof the countyby thedepartmentas needed.
Section7. Allocations.

(a) Generalformula.—Anannualappropriationshallbedistributedamong
thecountiesas follows:

(1) 50% shall beallocatedon apercapitabasis.
(2) 50% shall beallocatedon a poverty level basis.

(b) Minimum.—Exceptas provided in subsection(c), no county shall
receiveagrant in anamountwhich is lessthantheamountit receivedin the
immediatelyprecedingfiscalyear.

(c) Reductions.—
(1) If areductionin funding occurs,eachcounty’s allocationshall be

reducedon apro ratsbasissubjectto paragraph(2).
(2) No countyshall receivelessthan$50,000.

(d) Datato be usedto computeformula.—Themost recently available
datashallbe usedin applying theformula setforth in subsection(a).
Section8. Effectivedate.

This actshall take effect July 1, 1994.

APPROVED—The5th day of October,A.D. 1994.

ROBERT P. CASEY


