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No. 1994-120

AN ACT

HE 2288

Establishinglocal developmentdistrictsfor the regionalcoordinationanddelivery of
economic,infrastructure,planning,social andcommunitydevelopmentprograms
and other servicesin this Commonwealth.
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The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Local Development

District Act.
Section 2. Legislativefindings andpolicy.

(a) Findings.—TheGeneralAssemblyfinds as follows:
(1) That economicandcommunity developmentareessentialto the

health,safetyandwelfareof all thecitizens of this Commonwealth.
(2) That the decliningmanufacturingsectorof our economyhashad

profoundconsequencesfor the labor force of this Commonwealthwith
higher thanaverageunemploymentandgreaterdisplacementof workers
andloss of businessandindustry.

(3) That,sincetheir establishmentin the 1960’sby theCommonwealth
pursuanttotheAppalachianRegionalDevelopmentAct, localdevelopment
districtshavebeenstriving to addressavariety of problemsin their areas.
Localdevelopmentdistrictshaveadvocatedintergovernmentalcoordination
andjoint actionsbetweenthepublic andprivatesectorsin an~efforttofind-
solutionsto problems.Theseefforts resultedin theestablishmentof local
developmentdistrict projectsaddressingsuch aspectsas transportation,
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health, housing, education, human resources, environmental and
infrastructureneeds.In thepastdecade,local developmentdistrictshave
concentratedon enterprisedevelopmentactivities focusedon small and
medium-sizedmanufacturers,capital formationefforts andthe provision
of technicalassistanceto business,localgovernmentsandotherpublicand
privateagencies.
(b) Policy.—

(1) It is herebydeclaredto be the policy of the Commonwealthto
promotethe generalwelfare of its inhabitantsthroughtheDepartmentof
Commerceby certificationof local developmentdistricts,whichshallexist
for the purpose of promoting economic development within their
respectiveregions.Suchpurposeis herebydeclaredto beapublicpurpose
for which public moneymay be spent.

(2) It shallbe thepolicy of theCommonwealthfor local development
districts to continue in carrying out economicdevelopmentprograms,
intergovernmentalcoordinationand other activities as appropriateand
necessaryfor their regions.

(3) It shallbe the policy of theCommonwealthfor local development
districts to provide coordinationto bring to bearhumanand financial
resourcesto solveregionalissuesandproblems.Thedistrictsshallprovide
expertise to secure Federaland State resourcesto improve regional
economies. They shall continue to act as a partner with the
Commonwealth in assisting its various departmentsin carrying out
Commonwealthobjectivesandpolicies.

(4) It is alsothe policy of the Commonwealthnot to duplicateor to
mandatethedeliveryof technicalandprofessionaleconomicdevelopment
services currently being provided by other economic development
organizationsthroughoutthis Commonwealth.

Section 3. Definitions.
The following wordsand phraseswhen used in this act shall have the

meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunlessthecontext clearly indicates
otherwise:

“AppalachianRegionalDevelopmentAct.” The AppalachianRegional
DevelopmentAct of 1965 (Public Law 89-4, 40 U.S.C.App. § 1 et seq.).

“Commission.” The AppalachianRegionalCommission.
“Department.” The Departmentof Commerceof the Commonwealth.
“Economicdevelopment.” Servicesor activities intendedto expandthe

economicbase,createor retain jobs, sustaincommunitiesandcommunity
infrastructureor generallyenhancethequality of life.

“Local developmentdistricts.” Multicounty economic and community
developmentorganizationsestablishedunder this act to provide regional
planning anddevelopmentservicesto improvethe economyand qualityof
life in their respectiveregionsthrougha variety of activities,including, but
not limited to, the fostering of public/privatepartnershipsand providing
assistanceto businesses.
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“Secretary.” The Secretaryof Commerceof the Commonwealth.
Section4. Certification.

(a) Standards.—TheGovernor shall have the power to certify local
developmentdistricts in accordancewith certificationstandardspromulgated
by the department.Such standardsshallbe consistentwith the requirements
of theAppalachianRegionalDevelopmentAct.

(b) Existing districts.—Localdevelopmentdistricts in existenceandin
receiptof fundsfrom the departmentas of the effectivedateof this act are
herebydeemedcertified.

(c) Deemedcertification.—The local developmentdistricts which are
deemedcertifiedare thoseestablishedpursuantto theAppalachianRegional
DevelopmentAct.

(d) Powersof secretary.—Thesecretaryshall havethe power to modify
or revokethecertificationof alocal developmentdistrict, consistentwith the
rulesandregulationspromulgatedby the department.
Section5. Local developmentdistricts.

There are hereby designated in this Commonwealth seven local
developmentdistricts, which shall consist of the following geographical
regionsof this Commonwealth:

(1) Northwest region.—Thecounties of Clarion, Crawford, Erie,
Forest,Lawrence,Mercer, VenangoandWarren.

(2) Northceniral region.—Thecountiesof Cameron,Clearfield, Elk,
Jefferson,McKeanandPotter.

(3) Northern Tier region.—The counties of Bradford, Sullivan,
Susquehanna,Tioga andWyoming.

(4) Northeastregion.—Thecountiesof Carbon,Lackawanna,Luzerne,
Monroe,Pike, Schuylkill andWayne.

(5) SouthernAlleghenies region.—Thecountiesof Bedford, Blair,
Cambria,Fulton, HuntingdonandSomerset.

(6) Central region.—The counties of Centre, Clinton, Columbia,
Juniata,Lycoming,Mifflin, Montour,Northumberland,Perry,Snyderand
Union.

(7) Southwest region.—The counties of Allegheny,Armstrong,Beaver,
Butler, Fayette, Greene, Indiana,Washington and Westmoreland.

Section6. Powersanddutiesof local developmentdistricts.
(a) Researchand coordination.—Eachlocal developmentdistrict may

conductnecessaryresearchandstudiesandcoordinateandcooperatewith-all
appropriategroupsandagenciesin orderto developa long-rangeeconomic
developmentstrategyfor thedistrict. Thestrategyshouldestablishgoalsand
objectives,identifykeychallengesfacingthedistrict, provideneededservices
to businessesto enhance economic development in their respective
geographicalareasandestablishactionsandinvestmentsneeded-Wcopewith
thosechallenges.
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(b) Developmentactivities.—Eachlocaldevelopmentdistrictshallconduct
enterprisedevelopmentactivities, which shall be broadly interpretedto
include, but not necessarilybe limited to:

(1) Businessfmanceassistance.
(2) Capitalformation.
(3) Marketdevelopment.
(4) Export marketingassistance.
(5) Governmentprocurementassistance.
(6) Matchmaker(MNET)/import substitutionprograms.

(c) Loanprograms.—Localdevelopmentdistrictsshall havetheauthority
to administerloan programsandto extendloansfor economicdevelopment
to private firms, nonprofitorganizationsandpublic agenciessubjectto the
provisionsof all applicablelawsandregulations.

(d) Agency coordination.—Localdevelopmentdistricts shall encourage
intergovernmentalcoordinationas well as public and private cooperation,
aiming to achieve broad and varied perspectivesto enhanceproblem
resolution.

(e) Relatedactivities.—Eachlocal developmentdistrict mayalsoconduct
otherdevelopmentactivities,which mayinclude,but neednot belimited to,
the following:

(1) Communitydevelopment.
(2) Housing.
(3) Energyconservation.
(4) Waterandsewer.
(5) Wastedisposal.
(6) Transportation.
(7) Recreation.
(8) Tourism.
(9) Educationandtraining.
(10) Local governmentimprovement.
(11) Environment.
(12) Healthandhumanresources.
(13) Any otherelementappropriateandnecessaryfor thehealth,safety

andwelfareof thecitizensin the respectivedistricts.
(0 Additional powersandduties.—Eachlocal developmentdistrict shall

alsohavethepowerandauthority to:
(1) Provide,uponrequest,basicadministrative,researchandplanning

servicesforanypublicagencyor local political subdivisionlocatedwithin
the district.

(2) Accept, receiveand administerloans,contracts,grantsor other
funds or gifts from public and privateagencies,including the Federal
Governmentandthe Commonwealthfor the purposeof carrying out the
functionsof the district.
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(3) Provideassistanceto communities,the privatesector, public and
private partnershipsor whereverspecialexpertiseis neededto achieve
someworthwhile public objective.

(4) Offer trainingandeducationopportunities.
(5) Acquire, hold as maybe necessaryandconvenient,encumberor

disposeof real andpersonalproperty, exceptthat no local development
district shall havethe powerof eminentdomain.

(6) Chargefees,rentsand otherwisechargefor servicesprovidedby
the local developmentdistrict, exceptthat no local developmentdistrict
shall haveany power to levy taxes.

(7) Enterinto interlocalagreementsor interstatecompactstotheextent
authorizedby laws of this Commonwealth.

(8) Promotetheorderlygrowth,developmentandredevelopmentof the
district in accordancewith long-termobjectives,principlesandstandards
that are in thebestinterestsof the welfareof thisdistrict’s residents.

(9) Promotethe conservationof land, waterandair in thedistrict.
(10) Act astheregionalclearinghousefor dataand information.

Section7. Compositionandpowersof boardsof directors.
(a) Establishment.—Thereshallbeestablishedin eachlocal development

district aboardof directors.Membersof eachboard shallbe representative
of the district it serves.

(b) Bylaws.—Theboardsshalladoptbylawsandarticlesofagreementand
makerulesandregulationsfor theconductof its business.
Section8. Limitation on districts, functions,powersandduties.

Nothing in thisact shall be deemedto limit or authorizethelimitation in
anymannerof thefunctions,powersor dutiesof any departmentor agency
of the Commonwealthor of any political subdivision.
Section9. Records.

A local developmentdistrict shall permitauthorizedemployeesor agents
of the departmentor the Commonwealthto inspect the local development
district’s books and records during regular businesshours, upon the
reasonablerequestof the departmentor the Commonwealth.
Section 10. Reportingrequirements.

A local developmentdistrict shall be requiredto annuallysubmitto the
departmentthefollowing:

(1) The local developmentdistrict’s current mailing addressand
telephonenumber.

(2) A copyof thelocal developmentdistrict’s articlesof incorporation
andbylaws if amendedduring thepreviousyear.

(3) A list of thelocal developmentdistrict’s officers anddirectors.
(4) Such financial information as the departmentmayrequire.

Section 11. Rulesandregulations.
The departmentmay promulgaterulesand regulationsto carry out the

purposesof thisact.
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Section 12. Effective date.
This actshall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The 7th dayof December,A.D. 1994.

LAWSOF PENNSYLVANIA

ROBERTP. CASEY


