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AN ACT

SB 439

Providing for the constructionof six anaerobicmanuredigestersas demonstration
projectsat selectlocationsin this Commonwealth;andproviding for funding.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Anaerobic Manure

DigestersAct.
Section2. Legislativefindings.

The GeneralAssemblyfinds anddeclaresas follows:
(1) The developmentof anaerobic manure digesters across this

Commonwealthto reduce the nitrogen pollution causedby livestock
manurewill result in a public benefit.

(2) Thepurposeof this actis to demonstratethepracticalnatureand
theusefulnessof anaerobicmanuredigesterssothatPennsylvaniafarmers
will build digestersfor their own use.

Section3. Definitions.
The following wordsand phraseswhen usedin this act shall have the

meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthe context clearly indicates
otherwise:

“Anaerobicmanuredigester”or “digester.” A machinethatallowsmanure
to decomposeanaerobically,releasingmethanewhich is used to drive an
electricalgeneratorsupplyingpowertothefarmandsurpluspowerwhichcan
be sold to an electricutility.

“Board.” The AnaerobicManureDigesterBoard.
“PEO.” ThePennsylvaniaEnergyOffice.

Section4. Developmentof anaerobicmanurecligesters.
(a) Generalrule.—

(1) The Commonwealthshall fmance80% of thecostof construction
of up to six anaerobicmanuredigestersas demonstrationprojects at
selectedworking farmsin this Commonwealthwherelivestock is raised.
Farmersutilizing digestersshall pay the remaining20% of the cost of
digesterconstruction.

(2) After two years of successfuldigesteroperation, farmersshall
repayfundsadvancedby the Commonwealthfor digesterconstructionin
equal installmentsover 15 yearswith no interestcharge.

(3) Shouldadigesterfail to operate,farmersattemptingto utilize that
digester shall not be required to repay funds advanced by the
Commonwealthfor construction.
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(b) Applicationfor demonstrationprojects.—Anapplicationform shallbe
preparedby the PEO for farmersor groupsof farmers to requestthat a
digesterbe built on their farms or built at a central location. On the
applicationform, farmersor groupsof farmersshall describehow they will
usethedigesterto its maximumadvantage.

(c) Inspectionsand demonstrations.—Thefollowing requirementsshall
apply to selecteddemonstrationprojects:

(1) Thedigestersshall beusedcontinuouslyandshall beavailablefor
inspectionby farmersandothermembersof the public.

(2) If adigesteris built on afarm, the ownershall allow personsto
visit at convenienttimes.

(3) The owner shall provide spacefor visitors and for appropriate
researchto be conductedon thedigester’soperation.

(4) Where a digester is built for use by several farms, it shall be
constructedto allow for maximumpublic viewing.
(d) Design.—Eachdigestershall be designedso as to eliminatethe use

of complex equipmentor machinery to allow most of the necessary
maintenanceto be performedsolely by thefarmer.
Section5. The AnaerobicManureDigesterBoard.

(a) Establishment.—Thereis establishedwithin the PEO an Anaerobic
ManureDigesterBoard.

(b) Composition.—Theboardshall be appointedby the Governorand
shall be composedof the following:

(1) Two personswho own and operateon a continuousbasis an
anaerobicmanuredigester.

(2) One personfrom an electric utility.
(3) One soil nutrientmanagementspecialist.
(4) One livestockfarmer who doesnot own adigester.
(5) One personfrom an environmentalprotectionorganization.
(6) One personwhoshall representthepublic.

(c) Expensesof boardmembers.—Themembersof theboardshallnotbe
entitled to compensationfor their servicesas membersbut shall be entitled
to reimbursementfor all necessaryexpensesincurredin connectionwith the
performanceof their dutiesasmembersof theboard.
Section6. Digesterconstruction.

(a) PEOduties.—ThePEOshall supervisetheconstructionof up to six
anaerobicmanuredigestersprovidedfor in this act.

(b) Boardduties.—Theboardshall:
(1) Advise PEOas to asite andadesignfor digesters.
(2) Considerthefeasibility of adoptinga singlebasicdesignthatmay

be copiedeasilyby others.
(3) Approveadigesterbefore releasingfundsfor its construction.

Section7. Funding.
(a) Availability of funds.—Financingof the constructionof anaerobic

manuredigestersshall be providedto theextentthat fundsareavailable.
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(b) Useofspecificappropriation,contributionsandotherpayments.—The
PennsylvaniaEnergy Office is authorized to use funds specifically
appropriatedby the GeneralAssemblyfor thepurposesof this actandany
funds, contributionsor paymentswhich may be madeavailableto it by the
FederalGovernmentor by any public or privatesourcefor the purposeof
implementingtheprovisionsof this act.

(c) Centerfor Rural Pennsylvania.—ThePennsylvaniaEnergy Office is
authorizedto submiteligible projectsto theCenterforRuralPennsylvaniafor
financingfrom fundsappropriatedto thecenter.

(d) Department of Agriculture.—With the concurrence of the
PennsylvaniaEnergyOffice, projectseligible for financing under this act
shall be eligible for financing under the Agricultural TechnologyLoan
Programin the Departmentof Agriculture.

(e) Departmentof Commerce.—ThePennsylvaniaEnergy Office is
authorizedto submiteligible projectsunder this act to the Departmentof
Commercefor financing under the Ben Franklin/IRCPartnershipFund.
Section8. Effective date.

Thisactshall take effect in 60 days.

APPRovED—The12th day of December,A.D. 1994.

ROBERTP. CASEY


