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Proposinganamendmentto the Constitutionof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvania,

further providingfor rights of accusedin criminal prosecutions.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

resolvesasfollows:

Section 1. The following amendmentto theConstitutionof Pennsylvania
is proposedin accordancewith Article XI:

That section9 of Article I beamendedto read:
§ 9. Rightsof accusedin criminal prosecutions.

In all criminalprosecutionstheaccusedhatharightto beheardby himself
andhiscounsel,to demandthe natureandcauseof the accusationagainst
him, to [meet the witnessesface to face]be confrontedwith the witnesses
againsthim, to havecompulsoryprocessforobtainingwitnessesin hisfavor,
and,in prosecutionsby indictmentor information,a speedypublic trial by an
impartial jury of the vicinage; he cannotbe compelledto give evidence
againsthimself, norcan hebedeprivedof his life, liberty or property,unless
by thejudgmentof hispeersor the law of theland. The useof a suppressed
voluntary admissionor voluntary confessionto impeachthe credibility of a
personmaybe permittedandshall not be construedas compellinga person
to give evidenceagainsthimself. Notwithstandingthe provisions of this
section, the GeneralAssemblymay by statuteprovidefor the manner of
testimony of child victims or child material witnesses in criminal
proceedings,including the use of videotapeddepositionsor testimonyby
closed-circuittelevision.

APPROVED—The22nd dayof June,A.D. 1994.

ROBERT P. CASEY




