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No. 1995-26

AN ACT

HB 20

Amendingthe actof March 10, 1949 (P.L.30,No.14),entitled“An actrelatingto the
public schoolsystem,includingcertainprovisionsapplicableaswell to privateand
parochialschools;amending,revising,consolidatingandchangingthelawsrelating
thereto,” further providing for investment of school district funds, for the
compensationof the specialboardof control and for tuition grantsfor certain
children with exceptionalities;prohibiting the possessionof weapons;further
providing for children with exceptionalities;providing for safeschoolsand for
agriculturaleducationprograms;imposingdutieson theDepartmentof Education;
further providing for community collegereimbursementandfor small district
assistance;providing for basiceducationfundingand for aid to districts suffering
revenueloss due to reductionin assessedvaluation of taxableproperty;further
providing for paymentsto intermediateunits, for paymentfor nonpublic school
transportation,for specialeducationpaymentsto schooldistrictsandextraordinary
specialeducationprogramexpenses;andproviding for distancelearninggrants.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section440.1(c)of theactof March 10, 1949(P.L.30,No.14),
known as thePublic SchoolCodeof 1949,amendedJuly 1, 1981 (P.L.200,
No.62), is amendedto read:

Section440.1. Investmentof SchoolDistrict Funds._* * *

(c) Authorizedtypesof investmentsfor schooldistrict fundsshallbe:
(i) United StatesTreasurybills.
(ii) Short-term obligations of the United States Governmentor its

agenciesor instrumentalities.
(iii) Depositsin savingsaccountsor time depositsor shareaccountsof

institutions insured by the FederalDeposit InsuranceCorporationor the
FederalSavingsandLoanInsuranceCorporationor theNationalCreditUnion
ShareInsuranceFundto the extentthatsuchaccountsareso insured,and,for
any amountsabovethe insuredmaximum,providedthat approvedcollateral
as providedby law thereforeshall be pledgedby the depository.

(iv) Obligationsof theUnitedStatesof Americaor anyof its agenciesor
instrumentalitiesbackedby the full faith and creditof theUnited Statesof
America, the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniaor any of its agenciesor
instrumentalitiesbackedby thefull faith andcreditof the Commonwealth,
orof any political subdivisionof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniaor any
of its agenciesor instrumentalitiesbackedby the full faith andcredit of the
political subdivision.

(v) Shares of an investmentcompanyregisteredunder the Investment
CompanyAct of 1940 (54 Stat. 789, 15 U.S.C. ~S80a-1 et seq.),whose
sharesare registeredunder the SecuritiesAct of 1933 (48 Stat. 74, 15
U.S.C. § 77a etseq.):Provided, That thefollowing are met:
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(A) Onlyinvestmentsofthatcompanyare in theauthorizedinvestments
for schooldistrict fundslistedin clauses(i) through(iv) and repurchase
agreementsfully collateralizedby suchinvestments.

(B) Theinvestmentcompanyis managedso asto maintainits sharesat
a constantnetassetvaluein accordancewith 17 CFR270 2a-7 (relating
to moneymarketfunds).

(C) The investmentcompanyis rated in the highestcategoryby a
nationallyrecognizedrating agency.

Section 2. Section 692.2of the act, amendedJanuary 14, 1970 (1969
P.L.468,No.192), is amendedto read:

Section692.2. Compensationof SpecialBoardof Control.—Themembers
of the specialboardappointedby the court, or the memberother than the
executivedirectorof theintermediateunitappointedon atemporarybasisby
the Superintendentof Public Instruction, shall be paid Iten dollars ($10)]
seventy-fivedollars ($75) for each meetingof the regularboard of school
directors of the distressedschool district which they attend: Provided,
however,That the total amount to be paid in any fiscal yearto each such
member shall not exceed [one hundred twenty dollars ($120)] nine
hundreddollars ($900).Such paymentsshall bemadefrom thefundsof the
schooldistrict andshall bechargedto administrativeserviceseventhough no-
previousprovisionhasbeenmadein thebudgetof theschooldistrict--for such

expenses.
Section3. Section 1309 of the act, amendedJune 17, 1993 (P.L.49,

No.16), is amendedto read:
Section 1309. Costof Tuition; How Fixed.—(a) The costof tuition in

suchcasesshallbe fixed as is now providedby law for tuition costsin other
cases,exceptin the following circumstances:

(1) Where,for theaccommodationof suchchildren, it shall benecessary
to provideaseparateschoolor to erectadditionalschoolbuildings,thecharge
for tuition for suchchildrenmay includeaproportionatecostof theoperating
expenses,rental, and interest on any investmentrequired to be madein
erectingsuchnew schoolbuildings. -

(2) When a child who is an inmateof an institution is [an exceptional
child] a chiid with exceptionalities,the district in which the institution is
locatedmay chargethe districtofresidence,andthedistrict of residenceshall
pay a specialeducationchargein addition to the applicabletuition charge.
Such specialeducationchargewhencombinedwith the applicable tuition
charge shall not exceed [an additional fifty percent (50%) of the
applicable tuition charge.] the total net cost of the special education
programprovided.In the caseof a child with exceptionalitieswho is an
inmateof an institution and who is servedundersection2509.1(b), the
district in which the institution is located may charge the district of
residencean amountthat does not exceedthe total costof the special
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-educationprogramprovidedminustheamountreceivedper-childfromthe
Commonwealthundersection2509.1(b).

(b) Thetuition hereinprovidedfor shall bepaidannuallyby theSecretary
of Education,the district of residenceor the institution asthe casemaybe.

Section 4. Theact is amendedby addinga section to read:
Section1317.2. Possessionof WeaponsProhibited.—(a) Exceptas

otherwiseprovidedin this section,a school district or area vocational-
technicalschoolshall expel,for a periodof not less than oneyear, any
studentwho is determinedto have broughta weapon onto any school
property,anyschool-sponsoredactivityor anypublicconveyanceproviding
transportationto a schoolor school-sponsoredactivity.

(b) Every schooldistrict and area vocational-technicalschool shall
developa written policy regarding expulsionsforpossessionofa weapon
asrequiredunderthis section.Expulsionsshall be conductedpursuantto
all applicableregulations.

(c) Thesuperintendentofa schooldistrictor an administrativedirecto;
ofan area vocational-technicalschoolmayrecommenddisciplineshortof
expulsion on a case-by-casebasis. The superintendentor other chief
administrativeofficerofa schoolentityshall, in the caseofan exceptional
student, take all steps necessaryto comply with the Individuals with
Disabilities EducationAct (Public Law91-230,20 U.S.C. ~ 1400etseq.).

(d) Theprovisionsofthissectionshall not applyto thefollowing:
(1) a weaponbeingusedas part ofaprogramapprovedby a schoolby

an individual who is participating in theprogram; or
(2) a weaponthat is unloadedandis possessedby an individualwhile

traversingschoolpropertyfor thepurposeofobtainingaccessto public or
private lands usedfor lawful hunting, if the entry on schoolpremisesis
authorizedby schoolauthorities.

(e) Nothing in this sectionshall be construedas limiting theauthority
or duty of a school or area vocational-technicalschool to make an
alternativeassignmentorprovidealternativeeducationalser-vic-esdaringthe
period of expulsion.

(f) Allschooldistrictsandareavocational-technicalschoolsshall.repør~
all incidentsinvolvingpossessionofa weaponprohibitedby thissectionas
follows:

(1) The schoolsuperintendentor chiefadministratorshall report the
discoveryofanyweaponprohibitedby thissectionto local law-enforcement
officials.

(2) Theschoolsuperintendentorchiefadministratorshall report to the
DepartmentofEducationall incidentsrelatingto expulsions-forpossession
of a weapon on school grounds,school-sponsoredactivities or public
conveyancesproviding transportation to a schoolor school-sponsored
activity. Reportsshall includeall information as required undersection
1303-A.



SESSIONOF 1995 Act 1995-26 223

(g) Asusedin this section,the term “weapon” shall include, but notbe
limited to, anyknjfe, cutting instrument,cutting tool, nunchaku,firearm,
shotgun,rifle and any other tool, instrumentor implementcapable of
inflicting seriousbodily injury.

Section5. Section 1371 of the act, amendedJanuary 14, 1970 (1969
P.L.468,No.192), is amendedto read:

Section 1371. Definition of [Exceptional]ChildrenwithExceptionalities;
Reports;Examination.—(1) The term [“exceptional children”] “children
with exceptionalities”shallmeanchildren of schoolage[who deviatefrom
the average in physical,mental,emotional or social characteristicsto
suchan extent that they require specialeducational facilities or services
and shall include all children in detention homes.]who havea disability
or who are gifted and who, by reason thereof,needspecially designed
instruction.

(2) It shall be the duty of the district superintendent,in every school
district in accordance with rules of procedure prescribed by the
[Superintendent of Public Instruction] SecretaryofEducation,to secure
information and report to the [proper intermediate unit] Departmentof
Education,on or before the fifteenth day of October of each year, and
thereafterascasesarise, every[exceptionalchild] child withexceptionalities
within said district. [As soon thereafter as possible the child shall be
examinedby a person certifiedby the Department of Public Instruction
as a public school psychologist,and also by any other expert which the
type of handicap and the child’s condition may necessitate.A report shall
be made to the proper intermediate unit of all such children examined
and of all children residing in the district who are enrolled in special
classes.]A report shall be madeto the Departmentof Educationof all
children determinedto need special education services or programs
consistentwithchapter14 ofStateBoardofEducationRegulations,as well
aschapter342 ofDepartmentStandards.

Section6. Section1376(c.1)of the act, amendedJune7, 1993 (P.L.49,
No.16), is amendedto read:

Section 1376. Costof Tuition and Maintenanceof CertainExceptional
Children in ApprovedInstitutions._* * *

(ci) Any fundsremainingfrom theappropriationline items“for special
education- approvedprivateschools”or-for PennsylvaniaCharterSchools
for the DeafandBlind from thegeneralappropriationsacts for fiscalyears
1978-1979[through 1990-1991inclusive] andeachfiscalyear thereafter
shall be transferred by the State Treasurer into a restricted account
(continuingappropriation)for audit resolution which is herebyestablished.
The Departmentof Educationshall alsodepositinto this restrictedaccount
any fundsreturnedto or recoveredby the departmentfrom approvedprivate
schoolsorcharteredschoolsfor overpaymentsduring fiscalyears1978-1979
[through 1990-1991inclusive] andeachfiscalyear thereafter.The funds
in the restricted accountare hereby appropriatedupon approvalof the
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Governorto the Departmentof Educationfor paymentsto approvedprivate
schoolsfor audit resolutionsfor fiscal years1978-1979[through1990-1991
inclusive] and eachfiscalyear thereafter.Fundsin this restrictedaccount

shall notbe subjectto the limitationsin subsection(c) which prohibitadvance
paymentsandfinal reimbursementfromexceedingtheappropriationavailable
for approvedprivateschools.[Any uncommitted funds remaining in this
restricted account on June 30, 1995,shall lapseinto the General Fund.]
Duringthe 1995-1996fiscalyearandduring eachfiscalyearthereafter,the
DepartmentofEducationshall reviewthe activity in therestrictedaccount

- and may recommendthat the Governorauthorizethe lapsing into the
GeneralFund ofanyfundsthat are estimatednot to be neededfor audit
resolution. -

Section-7. The act is amendedby addingan article to read:

- ARTICLEXIII-A.
SAFESCHOOLS.

Section1301-A. Definitions.—Asusedin this article,
“Office” shallmeanthe Officefor SafeSchools.
“Schoolentity” shall meananypublicschooldistrict, intermediateunit

or area vocational-technicalschooL
“Schoolproperty” shall meananypublic schoolgrounds,any school-

sponsoredactivity oranyconveyanceproviding transportationto a school
entity or school-sponsoredactivity.

“Weapon” shall include, but not be limited to, any knife, cutting
instrument,cutting tool, nunchaku,firearm,shotgun,rEfie andanyother
tool, instrumentor implementcapableof inflicting seriousbodily injury.

Section1302-A. Office for Safe Schools.—(a)There is hereby
establishedin the DepartmentofEducation an Officefor SafeSchools.

(b) Theoffice shall havethefollowing powersandduties:
(1) To coordinateanti-violenceefforts betweenschool,professional,

parental,governmental,lawenforcementandcommunityorganizations-and
associations. -

(2) Tocollect, developanddisseminateinformation,policies,strategies
and otherinformationto assistin the developmentofprogramsto impact
schoolviolence.

(3) To provide direct training to school employes,parents, law
enforcementofficials and communitieson effectivemeasuresto combat
schoolviolence.

(4) Toadviseschoolentitiesandnonpublicschoolson thedevelopment
ofpolicies to be usedregardingpossessionof weaponsby anyperson,-acts
of violence and protocols for coordination with and reporting to law
enforcementofficials andtheDepartmentofEducation.
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(5) To developforms to be used by school entities for reporting
incidentsinvolvingactsof violenceandpossessionof weaponson school
property.

(c) In additionto thepowersanddutiessetforth undersubsection(a),
the officeisauthorizedto maketargetedgrantstoschoolstafimdprograrns
which addressschoolviolence,including, but not limited to, thefollowing
programs:

(1) Conflict resolutionor disputemanagement.
(2) Peerhelpersprograms. -

(3) Riskassessmentor violencepreventioncurricula. -

(4) Classroommanagement. -

(d) Grant applicationsshall contain information as the office may
require. Theoffice shall conducta thorough annualevaluationof each
programfor which agrant underthissection is made. -

Section1303-A. Reporting.—(a) Theoffice shall conducta one-time
surveyofall schoolentitiesto determinethe numberofincidentsinvolving
actsof violenceon schoolpropertyandall casesinvolvingpossessionofa
weaponby anypersonon schoolproperty whichoccurredwithin the last
five (5) years.Thesurveyshall be basedon thebestavailableinformation
providedby schoolentities.

(b) All schoolentitiesshall report all new incidentsinvolvingactsof
violenceor possessionofa weaponby anypersonon schoolpropertyat
leasttwicea year, asprovidedby the office, onaformto bedevelopedand
providedby the office. Theformshall include:

(1) Age or gradeofstudent. -

(2) Nameandaddressof school.
(3) Circumstancessurroundingtheincident, includingtypeofweapon.
(4) Sanctionimposedby the school.
(5) Notificationof law enforcement.
(6) Remedialprogramsinvolved.
(7) Parentalinvolvementrequired.
(8) Arrests,convictionsandadjudications,if known.

If a personother than a studentis involved, the report shall state the
relationshipof the individual involvedto theschoolentity.

(c) All schoolentitiesshall developa memorandumof understanding
with local lawenforcementwhichsetsforthproceduresto befollowedwhen
an incident involvingan actof violenceorpossessionofa weaponby any
personoccurs on schoolproperty. Law enforcementprotocols shall be
developedin cooperationwith local law enforcementandthe--Pennsylvania
StatePolice.

Section1304-A. Sworn Statement—(a)Prior to admission to any
schoolentity,theparent,guardianorotherpersonhavingcontrolorcharge
of a studentshall, upon registration, provide a sworn statementor
affirmationstatingwhetherthepupil waspreviouslysuspendedor expelled
fromanypublic or privateschoolofthisCommonwealthoranyotherstate
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for an act or offenseinvolvingweapons,alcoholor drugsorfor the wilful
infliction of injury to anotherpersonorfor anyact of violencecommitted
on schoolproperty. The registrationshall be maintainedaspart of the
student’sdisciplinary record.

(b) Any wilful false statementmade under this sectionshall be a
misdemeanorofthe third degree.

Section1305-A. Transferof Records.—Whenevera pupil transfersto
anotherschoolentity, a certified copyof the student’sdisciplinary record
shallbe transmittedto theschoolentityto which thepupil has transferred.
Theschoolentity to which the studenthas transferredshouldrequestthe
record. Thesendingschoolentityshall haveten (10) daysfrom receiptof
the requestto supplya certified copyofthe student’sdisciplinary record.

Section1306-A. Availability of Records.—Astudent’s disciplinary
record, as well as records maintainedunder section1307-A, shall be
availablefor inspectionto the studentand hisparent, guardianor other
personhavingcontrol or chargeof the student,to schoolofficials andto
Stateandlocal lawenforcementofficials asprovidedby law. Permissionof
the parent, guardian or otherpersonhaving control or charge of the
studentshall not berequiredfor transferof theindividual’s studentrecord
to anotherschoolentitywithin this Commonwealthor in anotherstatein
which thestudentseeksenrollmentor is enrolled.

Section1307-A. ‘Maintenance of Records.—All school entities and
private schoolswithin this Commonwealthshall maintain updatedrecords
ofall incidentsofviolence,incidentsinvolvingpossessionofa weaponand
convictionsor adjudicationsofdelinquencyfor actscommittedon school
propertyby studentsenrolledthereinon both adistrict-wideandschool-by-
schoolbasis. Recordsmaintainedunderthis sectionshall be containedin
aformatdevelopedby thePennsylvaniaStatePolice in cooperationwiththe
office within ninety (90) days of the effective date of this section.A
statisticalsummaryof theserecordsshall be madeaccessibleto thepublic
for examinationby thepublic during regular businesshours.

Section1308-A. Report.—TheSecretaryofEducationshall surveyall
schooldistricts and nonpublic schools to determinethe extent to which
additional costshavebeen incurred in implementingadministrativeand
reporting requirementsestablishedfor public and nonpublic schools in
section1317.2 and in sections1304-A through1307-A. TheSecretaryof
Educationshall issuea report to the chairmanandthe minority chairman
of the AppropriationsCommitteeand the Education Committeeof the
SenateandtheAppropriationsCommitteeandEducationCommitteeofthe
Houseof RepresentativesbyApril 1, 1996,concerningtheextentto which
additional costs have been incurred by school districts and nonpublic
schools.

Section1309-A. TechnicalAssistance.—TheDepartmentofEducation
shall provideguidelinesandtechnicalassistanceto assistschooldistricts
andnonpublic schoolsin implementingtheprovisionsofthisact.
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Section8. The act is amendedby addinga sectionto read:
Section1549. Agricultural Education.—(a) The General Assembly

declaresit is the purposeofthis sectionto:
(1) Requirethe departmentto develop and disseminateagricultural

education materials for school entities or private or nonpublic
kindergartens,elementaryorsecondaryschoolsin thisCommonwealth.The
materials shall incorporateagricultural conceptsinto the basic school
curricula andshallbe designedto educatethegeneralstudentpopulation
aboutthe importanceoftheagricultureindustryandtherole ofagricultitre-
in the students’lives.

(2) Encourage the agricultural education efforts of other agencies
where appropriate, including, but not limited to, those of the county
conservation districts, the Cooperative Extension Service of The
PennsylvaniaState University,the Universityof PennsylvaniaVeterinary
School,the DepartmentofAgriculture, theDepartmentofEnvironmental
Resources,the Departmentof CommunityAffairs, the State Systemof
HigherEducation andthe Departmentof Transportation.

(b) Thedepartmentshall havethepowerandits dutyshall be to:
(1) Provide resourceinformation to educatorsandpublic andprivate

schoolsandorganizationson agricultural education.
(2) Providefor distribution to schoolentitiesor private or nonpublic

kindergartens,elementaryor secondaryschools in this Commonwealth
materialson agricultural education.Suchmaterialsmayincludeinstruction
on issuesrelatedto agriculture, including,but not limited to,food safety,
pesticides,farmlandpreservation,wastemanagement,wetlands,nutrient
management,foodproduction andfood processing,animal health and
statutoryandregulatory protectionsof the right tofarm.

(3) Identify, recognizeandestablishawardsforexemplaryagricultural
educationcurricula developedin Commonwealthschools.

(4) Use local schooldistrict occupationaladvisorycommitteesto serve
as the conduit to bring youth and adult education programs into
communitiesand schools,focusing on agricultural industry issuesof
importanceto this Commonwealth.

(c) The secretaryshall prepare and submit an annualreport to the
Governor and the General Assemblyoutlining agricultural education
programsandachievements,highlightingnewinitiativesandrecommending
future programneeds.

(d) (1) TheSecretaryofEducationshallconsult,atleastannually,with
the Secretaryof Agriculture and a crosssectionof the agriculture and
educationcommunitiesto:

(i) Assessthe trendsandneedsin agricultural education.
(ii) Consider the manner in which anyfundsare used to support

agricultural educationactivities.
(iii) Makerecommendationsto theGovernorandtheGeneralAssembly

regarding legislative or regulatory changes to improve agricultural
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education,pursuantto thepreparationandsubmittalofthereportrequired
by subsection(c).

(2) When consulting with a cross section of the agriculture and
educationcommunities,thesecretaryshallconsiderseekingcommentsfrom
individuals named in lists submittedby the State Council on Farm
Organizations, the Agricultural Awareness Foundation and the
PennsylvaniaVocational-AgriculturalTeachersAssociation.Suchlistsmay
include,but not be limitedto:

(i) Farmers.
(ii) Representativesof the agricultural processingand agricultural

marketing industries.
(iii) Faculty membersof the Collegeof Agricultural Sciencesof the

Commonwealth’sland-grant university.
(iv) Faculty membersfrom a State Systemof Higher Education

institution, each of whom shall have backgroundin or knowledgeof
agricultural education.

(v) A teacherofvocationalagriculture.
(vi) A teacherinvolvedin agricultural educationotherthan vocational

agriculture. -

(vii) An administratorofa schoolentitywhichconductsan agricultural
educationprogram.

(viii) A member of a local school district occupationaladvisory
committee.

(ix) Membersofthe public who are knowledgeableaboutagricultural
education.

(e) Thefollowing wordsandphraseswhen usedin this sectionshall
have the meaningsgiven to them in this subsectionunless the context
clearly indicatesotherwise:

“Department.” TheDepartment,ofEducationofthe Commonwealth.
“Farmer.” Anypersonwhoengagesin theacceptedactivities,practices

andproceduresyearafteryearto produceandpreparefor marketpoultry,
livestock and their products or in the production and harvestingof
agricultural,agronomic,horticultural, silviculturalandaquaculturalcrops
and commoditiesand whoseoperation is conductedon not less than ten
contiguousacresin area or, jf lessthan ten contiguousacresin area,has
an anticipated yearly gross income of at least ten thousanddollars
($10,000).

“School entity.” A public schooldistrict, intermediateunit or area
vocational-technicalschooL

“Secretary.” TheSecretaryofEducationofthe Commonwealth.
Section9. Sections1913-A(b)(1.4)and2502.13of theact,amendedJune

7, 1993 (P.L.49,No.16),areamendedto read:
Section 1913-A. FinancialProgram;Reimbursementor Payments._**

*

(b) * * *
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(1.4) The equivalent full-time studentreimbursementof a community
collegeshall be the sum of credit course, noncreditcourseand stipend
reimbursements. These reimbursementsshall be calculated using a
reimbursementfactorof onethousandandforty dollars($1,040) for the 1993-
1994 fiscal year[and], of onethousandeightydollars($1,080)for the 1994-
1995 fiscal yearandof onethousandonehundredeightydollars ($1,180)
for the 1995-1996fiscal year and for each year thereafter and shall be
determinedas follows:

(i) Credit coursereimbursementshall be calculatedby multiplying the
reimbursementfactorby thenumberof equivalentfull-time studentsenrolled
in credit coursesas determined by an audit to be made in a manner
prescribedby the StateBoardof Education.

(ii) Noncreditcoursereimbursementshallbe calculatedas follows:
(A) eightypercent(80%)of thereimbursementfactormultiplied by the

numberof equivalentfull-time studentsenrolledin eligible noncreditcourses
for the 1993-1994fiscal year, as determinedby the audit referred to in
paragraph(i); [or]

(B) seventypercent(70%)of the reimbursementfactormultiplied by the
numberof equivalentfull-time studentsenrolledin eligible noncreditcourses
for the 1994-1995fiscal yearandfor eachyearthereafter,as determinedby
the audit referredto in paragraph(i)~.]; or

(C) onehundredpercent(100%)ofthereimbursementfactormultiplied
by thenumberofequivalentfull-time studentsenrolledin eligible-noncredit
public safetycoursesthat providetraining for volunteerfirefightersand
emergencymedicalservicesfor the1995-1996fiscalyearandforeachyear
thereafter,as determinedby theaudit referredto in paragraph(i).

(iii) Stipend reimbursementon account of a community college’s
operatingcostsfor all equivalentfull-time studentsenrolled in thefollowing
categoriesof two-year or less than two-year occupational or technical
programs,shall be the sum of thefollowing:

(A) One thousandonehundreddollars($1,100)per full-time equivalent
studentenrolledin advancedtechnologyprograms.For thefiscalyear1995-
1996 andeachyearthereafter,the reimbursementrate shall be calculated
at one thousandone hundredseventy-fivedollars ($1,175) perfull-time
equivalentstudentenrolled in advancedtechnologyprograms.Advanced
technologyprogramsareprogramsusingnewor advancedtechnologieswhich
hold promise for creating new job opportunities,including such fields as
robotics, biotechnology, specialized materials and engineering and
engineering-relatedprograms.

(B) One thousanddollars ($1,000) per full-time equivalent student
enrolledin programsdesignatedas Statewideprograms.For thefiscalyear
1995-1996and eachyear thereafter, the reimbursementrate shall be
calculated at one thousandseventy-fivedollars ($1,075) per full-time
equivalentstudentenrolledin programsdesignatedasState-widepre’grams.
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A Statewideprogramis aprogramwhichmeetsoneor moreof thefollowing
criteria:

(I) Programenrollment from out-of-sponsorarea is twenty per cent or
moreof theenrollmentfor the program.

(II) A consortialarrangementexistswith anothercommunitycollegeto
cooperatively operate a program or share regions in order to avoid
unnecessaryprogramduplication.

(C) Fivehundreddollars($500)per full-time equivalentstudentenroi1ed~
in otheroccupationalor technicalprograms.For thefiscalyear 1995-1996
andeachyearthereafter,thereimbursementrateshall be calculatedatfive
hundredseventy-fivedollars($575)perfull-timeequivalentstudent:enrolled
in otheroccupationalor technicalprograms.

***

Section2502.13. Small District Assistance.—Forthe 1984-1985 and
1985-1986schoolyears,theCommonwealthshall payto eachschooldistrict
whichhasanaveragedaily membershipof onethousandfive hundred(1,500)
or less and has a market value/income aid ratio of five thousand ten-
thousandths(0.5000)or greater, an amount equal to fifty dollars ($50)
multiplied by thatdistrict’s averagedaily membership.For the 1985-1986
schoolyear, no school district shall receiveless on accountof this section
thanit did for the1984-1985schoolyear.Fortheschoolyear1986-1987,the
Commonwealthshallpay to eachschooldistrict whichhasan averagedaily
membershipof onethousandfive hundred (1,500)or lessandhas amarket
value/incomeaid ratio of five thousandten-thousandths(0.5000)or greater,
or receivedpaymentsunder this sectionfor the 1985-1986schoolyear,an
amount equal to seventy-five dollars ($75) multiplied by that district’s
average daily membership. For the school year 1987-1988, the
Commonwealthshallpay to eachschooldistrict whichhasan averagedaily
membershipof one thousandfive hundred(1,500) or less and a market
value/incomeaid ratio of five thousandten-thousandths(0.5000) or greater,
or receivedpaymentsunder this section for the 1986-1987schoolyear,an
amountequalto eighty-fivedollars($85)multipliedby thatdistrict’saverage
daily membership.For theschoolyear1988-1989,the Commonwealthshall
pay to eachschooldistrict which hasanaveragedaily membershipof one
thousandfive hundred(1,500)or lessandamaiketvalue/incomeaid ratio of
five thousandtenthousandths(0.5000)or greater,or receivedpaymentsunder
this sectionfor the 1987-1988or 1988-1989schoolyear,an amountequalto
one hundred five dollars ($105). For the school year 1989-1990, the
Commonwealthshallpay to eachschooldistrict whichhasan averagedaily
membershipof one thousandfive hundred(1,500) or less and a market
value/incomeaid ratio of five thousandten-thousandths(0.5000)or greater,
or receivedpaymentsunder this sectionfor the 1987-1988schoolyear,an
amountequaltoonehundredfifteendollars($115)multiplied:byt-he-district’s
averagedaily membershipas providedfor in section 212of the actof July
1, 1990 (P.L.1591,No.7A), known as the “General AppropriationAct of
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1990.”For the schoolyear1990-1991,theCommonwealthshall payto each
schooldistrict which hasan averagedaily membershipof one thousandfive
hundred(1,500)or lessandamarketvalue/Incomeaid ratio of five thousand
ten-thousandths(0.5000)or greater,or receivedpaymentsunderthis section
for the prior school year,an amountequalto onehundredseventydollars
($170)multiplied by that district’s averagedaily membership.For theschool
year1990-1991,eachschooldistrict with apopulationpersquaremile of less
thanninety (90), which otherwisemeetstheaveragedaily membershipand
market value/incomeaid ratio requirementsof this section, or received
paymentsunderthissectionfor theprior schoolyear,shall insteadreceivean
amount equal to one hundred ninety dollars ($190) multiplied by that
district’s averagedaily membership.For the 1987-1988schoolyearthrough
the 1990-1991schoolyear,no schooldistrict shallreceivelesson accountof
this sectionthanit did for the prior school year.For the schoolyear1994-
1995,the Commonwealthshall pay to each schooldistrict which has an
averagedaily membershipofonethousandfivehundred(1,500)or lessand
a marketvalue/incomeaid ratio offivethousandten-thousandths(0.5000)
orgreater, an amountequalto ninetyfive dollars ($95) multipliedby that
district’s averagedaily membership.

Section 10. The act is amendedby addingsectionsto read:
Section2502.29. BasicEducationFunding.—(a) For thepurposesof

thissection,thephrase“base amount”shall meanfor eachschooldistrict
the amountoffundsreceivedby the schooldistrict for the school year
1993-1994pursuantto section2502.21plusthe amountoffundsreceived
by the schooldistrict for foundationfundingfor equityfor schoolyear
1993-1994pursuantto theactofJune16,1994(P.L.1473,No.6A),known
as the “GeneralAppropriatwnActof1994,” andanysupplementsthereto.

(b) (1) For 1994-1995, eachschooldistrict shall receivethe amount
calculatedpursuantto clause (2) or (3), whicheverisgreater.

(2) The base amountof the district divided by the average daily
membershipofthedistrict during the 1993-1994schoolyearmultipliedby
one hundredthreeper centum(103%) multiplied by the average daily
membershipof the districtduring the 1994-i995schoolyear.

(3) The baseamountof thedistrict multipliedby onehundredoneper
centum(101%)ifthemarketvalue/incomeaid ratio (MV/PJAR)is lessthan
five thousandten-thousandths(0.5000), the base amountof the district
multiplied by one hundred two per centum (102%) if the market
value/incomeaid ratio (MV/PL4R)isgreaterthan orequaltofivethousand
ten-thousandths(0.5000) and less than seventhousandten-thousandths
(0.7000),andthe baseamountof the district multiplied by one hundred
fourper centum(104%) if the marketvalue/incomeaid ratio (MV/PIAR)
isgreater than or equalto seventhousandten-thousandths(0.7000).

Section2502.30. TemporarySpecialAid to SchoolDistricts Suffering
Lossof TaxRevenueDue to ReductioninAssessedValuationofTaxable
Property.—Temporaryspecialaid shall bepaid in fiscalyears1994-1995,
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1995-1996,1996-1997and 1997-1998to schooldistricts experiencinga
severereductionin local revenuedueto a decline in time assessedvalueof
taxableproperties.Theallocation to thesedistrictsshall be determinedby
multiplyingthe reductionin assessedvaluebetween1985-1986and1992-
1993 by the 1992-1993real estatemillage rate. Thisaid shall bepaidfrom
undistributedfunds not expended,encumberedor committedfrom
appropriations for grants and subsidiesmade to the Departmentof
Education.Nootherfundsshall be usedfor assistanceunderthissection.
Thesefundsshall besufficientto providetemporaryrelief to sevenschool
districts at seventy-fiveper centum(75%) ofthefundsreceivedin fiscal
year1994-1995,fifty percentum(50%) ofthefundsreceivedinfiscalyear
1995-1996andtwenty-fivepercentum(25%)ofthefundsreceivedin fiscal
year 1996-1997.Thissectionshall expireOctober1~1998.

Section 11. Section 2509.1of theact,amendedAugust5, 1991 (P.L.219,
No.25),July 9, 1992 (P.L.392,No.85) andJune7, 1993 ~P.L.49,No.16), is
amendedto read:

Section2509.1. Paymentsto IntermediateUnits.——(a) Annually, before
the first day of July, every intermediateunit shall submit, for prior review
andapprovalby the Departmentof Education,an estimateof the costfor
transportationof pupils to and from classesand schools for exceptional
children, and of eligible young children to and from early intervention
programs,whetheror notsuchclasses,schoolsor programsareconductedby
the intermediateunit. On or before the first thy of September,the
Commonwealthshall payto theintermediateunit a sumequalto one-halfof
the approvedannualcostof such transportationin the prior yearand,on or
before the first dayof February,shall pay a sumequalto one-quarterof the
approvedestimatedannualcostof suchtransportationfor thecurrentschool
year,andon or before June30, the Commonwealthshallpaythe remaining
quarteradjustedto reflect actualapprovedcost.

(b) On or before thefirst day of July 1991,every intermediateunit shall
submit, for prior review andapprovalby the Departmentof Education,an
estimateof the cost of operatingandadministering-classesor schoolsfor
institutionalizedchildren operatedby theintermediateunit during the 1990-
1991 school year. During the 1991-1992schoolyear, the Commonwealth
shall pay eachintermediateunit the approvedamount.

(b.1) For programsoperatedduring the 1992-1993schoolyear[andeach
schoolyearthereafterlandthe1993-1 994schoolyear,theCommonwealth
shall pay intermediate units, based on their costs of operating and
administeringclassesor schoolsfor institutionalizedchildren,anamountto
be determinedby the Departmentof Educationfollowing reviewof annual
reportsof the costsof suchclassesor schoolsfor theimmediatelypreceding
year.To qualify for suchpayments,eachintermediateunit thatoperatesand
administersclassesor schools for institutionalizedchildren annually shall
submitto the Departmentof Educationon or before the first thy of July a
report of the cost of operatingand administeringsuchclassesor schools.
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Notwithstandingthe foregoing,intermediateunits may submittheir annual
reportsfor the 1991-1992schoolyearuntil June30, 1993,althoughthisdate
may be extendedas deemednecessaryby the Secretaryof Education
provided that for programsoperatedduring the 1992-1993school yearand
the 1993-1994school yeartheaggregateamountspaid on this accountshall
not exceedtwenty million six hundredthousanddollars ($20,600,000)per
year.

(b.2) Up to twenty-one million two hundred thousand dollars
($21,200,000)maybe utilizedforprogramsoperatedduring the1994-1995
school year for institutionalized children by intermediate units as
establishedin subsection(b.1).

(b.3) Up to twenty-twomillion dollars ($22,000,000)maybeutilizedfor
programsoperatedduring the 1995-1996 schoolyearfor institutionalized
children by intermediateunitsasestablishedin subsection(b.1).

(c) For the 1991-1992schoolyearandeach schoolyearthereafter,five
percent(5%)of theStatespecialeducationappropriationshallbe paidto the
intermediateunits on account of specialeducationservices.Of this five
percent(5%), thirty-fivepercent(35%)shallbedistributedequallyamongall
twenty-nine(29) intermediateunits. The remainingsixty-five percent(65%)
shall be distributedto eachintermediateunit in proportion to thenumberof
average daily membershipof the componentschool districts of each
intermediate unit as compared to the Statewide total average daily
membership.

(d) (1) For the 1991-1992schoolyear,each intermediateunit which is
coterminousto aschooldistrictof the first classor first classA shallbepaid
fifty percent(50%) of the amountreceivedby theintermediateunit for the
cost of operating and administering classesor schools for [exceptional
children]children with exceptionalities,as approvedby the Departmentof
Educationfor the 1990-1991school year. For the 1991-1992school year,
eachintermediateunit not coterminouswith aschooldistrict whichoperates
all the special education programs for [handicappedj children with
disabilities for its constituentschooldistrictsshall bepaidten percent(10%)
of theamountreceivedby theintermediateunit for thecostof operatingand
administeringclassesor schoolsfor [handicapped]childrenwith disabilities,
as approvedby theDepartmentof Educationfor the 1990-1991schoolyear.
For the 1992-1993andthe 1993-1994schoolyearsup to andincluding the
1994-1995schoolyear, each intermediateunit which is coterminousto a
school district of the first class or first classA shall be paid twenty-five
percent(25%) of theamountreceivedby theintermediateunit for thecostof
operatingand administeringclassesor schools for [exceptionalchildren]
children with exceptionalities,asapprovedby theDepartmentof Education
for the 1990-1991schoolyear.

(2) For the 1995-1996schoolyear, each intermediateunit which is
coterminousto a schooldistrict of thefirst classor first classA shall be
paida proportionateshareof twenty-ninemillion ninehundredthousand
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dollars ($29,900,000)basedontheamountreceivedby theintermediateunit
for the costofoperatingandadministeringclassesor schoolsfor children
with exceptionalities,as approvedby theDepartmentofEducationfor the
1990-1991schoolyear.

(3) For the 1996-1997schoolyear, each intermediateunit which is
coterminousto a schooldistrict of thefirst class or first classA shall be
paida proportionateshare oftwentymillion six hundredthousanddollars
($20,600,000)basedon theamountreceivedbythe intermediate-unitfor the
costof operatingand administeringclassesor schoolsfor children with
exceptionalities,as approvedby theDepartmentofEducationfor the1990-
1991 schoolyear.

(4) For the 1997-1998schoolyear, each intermediateunit which is
coterminousto a schooldistrict of thefirst class or first classA shall be
paid a proportionateshareof ten million threehundredthousanddollars
($10,300,000)basedon theamountreceivedby theintermediateunitfor the
costof operatingand administeringclassesor schoolsfor children with
exceptionalities,as approvedby the DepartmentofEducationfor the1990-
1991 schoolyear.

(e) For the 1991-1992school yearandfor each schoolyearthereafter,
paymentsto intermediateunits underthis sectionshall consistof an amount
payablein three(3) installmentsduringtheschoolyearasfollows: in August,
fifty percent(50%) of the paymentsdue; in November,forty-five percent
(45%)of the paymentsdue; andonJune 1, thebalanceof thepaymentsdue.

(t) For each school yearup to andincluding 1990-1991,for eachchild
enrolledin any specialclassor school for exceptionalchildrenoperatedby
an intermediateunit, the schooldistrict in which thechild is residentshall
pay to theCommonwealtha sum equalto the“tuition chargeperelementary
pupil.” or the “tuition chargeperhigh school pupil,” as determinedfor the
schoolsoperatedby the district or by a joint boardof which the district is a
member,for thesameyearin which thespecialclassor schoolis operated,
as provided for in sectiontwo thousandfive hundredsixty-oneof the act to
which this is an amendment.In the eventthat any school district has not
establishedsuch“tuition chargeper elementarypupil” or “tuition chargeper
high schoolpupil,” the Secretaryof Educationshall fix areasonablecharge
for such district for the year in question.Except that for the 1990-1991
school year, the school district paymentto the Commonwealthunder this
subsection,for eachchild enrolledin other than intermediateunit classesor
schoolsfor institutionalizedchildren, shall be limited to twenty-fivepercent
(25%) of theapplicabletuition chargesin thecaseof all intermediateunits.
In addition, the disthct shall pay on account of transportationby the
intermediateunit of pupils to andfrom classesandschoolsfor exceptional
children,whetheror notconductedby theintermediateunit, anamounttobe
determinedby subtractingfrom the cost of transportationper pupil the
reimbursementduethedistrict on accountof suchtransportation.In orderto
facilitate such paymentsby the severalschool districts, the Secretaryof
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Educationshall withhold from any moneysdue to suchdistrict out of any
stateappropriation,exceptfrom reimbursementsdueonaccountof rentalsas
providedin sectiontwo thousandfive hundredelevenpointoneof ihe actto
which this is an amendment,theamountsdueby suchschool districtsto the
Commonwealth.All amountssowithheldareherebyspecificallyappropriated
to the Departmentof Educationfor the supportof public schools.

(g) (1) For the 1991-1992school yearandeachschool yearthereafter,
for eachchild enrolled in an intermediateunit class for institutionalized
children, the school district in which the child is residentshall pay to the
Commonwealtha sumequalto the “tuition chargeperelementarypupil” or
the “tuition chargeper high school pupil,” as determinedfor the schools
operatedby thedistrictor by a joint boardof which thedistrict is a member,
for thesameyearin which theclassor schoolisoperated,asprovidedfor in
section2561.In the eventthat any schooldistrict has not establishedsuch
“tuition chargeper elementarypupil” or “tuition chargeper high school
pupil,” the Secretaryof Educationshall fix a reasonablechargefor such
district for theyear in question.

(2) In addition,thedistrict shallpayto theCommonwealthon accountof
transportationby the intermediateunit of pupils to and from classesand
schoolsfor exceptionalchildren andof eligible youngchildren to andfrom
early interventionprograms,whetheror not conductedby the intermediate
unit, an amount to be determined by subtracting from the cost of
transportationperpupil thereimbursementduethedistrict on-account-of-such
transportation.

(3) In orderto facilitatesuchpaymentsby the severalschooldistricts, the
Secretaryof Educationshall withhold fromany moneysdueto suchdistricts
outof a Stateappropriation,exceptfrom reimbursementsdueon accountof
rentals,the amountsdueby such schooldistricts to the Commonwealth.All
amountssowithheld are herebyspecificallyappropriatedto the Department
of Educationfor the supportof public schools.

Section 12. Section2509.3 of the act, amendedJuly 9, 1992 (P.L.392,
No.85)andJuly 9, 1992 (P.L.403,No.88),is amendedto read:

Section2509.3. Paymentson Account of Transportationof Nonpublic
SchoolPupils.—Eachschooldistrict,regardlessof classification,shallbepaid
by theCommonwealththesumof thirty-five dollars($35) for eachnonpublic
schoolpupil transportedin the schoolyear 1978-1979throughtheschoolyear
1983-1984.For the school year 1984-1985through the school year 1989-
1990,eachschooldistrict shall be paid the sumof seventydollars ($70) for
eachnonpublicschoolpupil transported.For theschoolyears1990-1991and
1991-1992,eachschooldistrict shallbepaidthesumof onehundredtwenty-
four dollars ($124) for each nonpublic school pupil transported.For the
schoolyear 1992-1993[and each schoolyear thereafter]and the 1993-
1994 schoolyear, eachschool districtshall bepaid thesumof onehundred
fifty-ninedollars($159)foreachnonpublicschoolpupil transported.For the
schoolyear1994-1995andeachschoolyearthereafter,eachschooldistrict
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shall be paid the sumof two hundreddollars ($200)for eachnonpublic.
schoolpupil transported.

Section 13. Section2509.5of the act is amendedby addingsubsections
to read:

Section2509.5. SpecialEducationPaymentsto SchoolDistricts._* * *

(Ii) During the1994-1995schoolyear,eachschooldistrictshall bepaid:
(1) an amountto bedeterminedbymultiplyingfifteenpercent(15%) of

its schoolageaveragedaily membershipby onethousandthirty-five-dollaro
($1,035);and

(2) an amountto be determinedby multiplying onepercent(1%) ofits
schoolage averagedaily membershipby twelve thousandfive hundred
dollars ($12,500).

(i) During the1995-1996schoolyear, eachschooldistrictshall bepaid:
(1) an amountto bedeterminedby multiplyingfjfteenpercent(15%)-of

its schoolage average daily membershipby one thousandforty dollars
($1,040);and

(2) an amountto be determinedby multiplyingonepercent(1%) of its
school age average daily membershipby thirteen thousanddollars
($13,000).

(1) (1) During the 1994-1995school year, up to ten million five
hundredthousanddollars ($10,500,000)of thefundsappropriatedto the
DepartmentofEducalionfor specialeducationshallprovidesupplemental
fundingfor special educationto school districts which operatespecial
education programsand whosenet special education expenditurerate
exceedsonehundredfjftypercent(150%)oftheStatewidespecialeducation
expenditure rate with the special education expenditure rate being
determinedbydividing netspecialeducationexpendituresby4otaledueaticn
expendituresasdeterminedby theSecretaryofEducation.Suchpayments
shall be in an amountto bedeterminedby theSecretaryofEducationand
shall be madepursuantto thepaymentscheduleestablishedin subsection
(c).

(2) During the 1995-1996schoolyear, up to five million two hundred
fifty thousanddollars ($5,250,000)of the funds appropriated to the
DepartmentofEducationforspecialeducationshallprovidesupplemental
funding pursuantto this subsectionas determinedby the Secretaryof
Education.Suchpaymentsshall be in an amountequaltoft~typercent
(50%) of the amountspaid to districts eligible underclause(1) during the
1994-1995schoolyearandshall be madepursuantto thepaymentschedule
establishedin subsection(c).

(3) During the 1996-1997schoolyear, up to two million six hundred
twenty-fivethousanddollars ($2,625,000)of thefundsappropriatedto the
DepartmentofEducationforspecialeducationshallprovidesupplemental
funding pursuantto this subsectionas determinedby the Secretaryof
Education.Suchpaymentsshall be in an amountequal to twenty-five
percent(25%) oftheamountspaidto districtseligible underthissubsection
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during the 1994-1995schoolyear and shall be madepursuant to the
paymentscheduleestablishedin subsection(c).

Section 14. Section2509.8 of the act, amendedJune 7, 1993 (P1.49,
No.16), is amendedto read:

Section 2509.8. ExtraordinarySpecialEducationProgramExpenses.—(a)
TheDepartmentofEducationshall,for the 1991-1992schoolyear, the1994-
1995 schoolyear and each schoolyear thereafter, set asideonepercent
(1%) of the Statespecialeducationappropriationfor extraordinaryexpenses
to be incurred in providing a specialeducationprogram or serviceto [an
exceptionalstudent]oneor morestudentswith disabilitiesas approvedby
theSecretaryof Education.

(b) (1) Subject to the limitation in clause (2), the Departmentof
Educationshall,for the1992-1993and1993-1994schoolyears,setasidetwo
percent(2%) of the State specialeducationappropriationfor extraordinary
expensesincurredin providing specialeducationprogramsor servicesto one
or more[exceptionalstudents]studentswith disabilitiesasapprovedby the
Secretaryof Education.

(2) In the 1992-1993schoolyear,only one-halfof the two percent(2%)
setasidemaybeexpendedimmediately,andtheotherone-halfof theamount
set aside shall not be expendeduntil all authorizedexpendituresunder
sections2509, 2509.1,2509.5,2509.9and 2509.10havebeenmadeto the
qualified schoolentities.

(c) The Secretary of Education shall establish guidelines for the
application,approval,distributionand expenditureof thesefundsand shall
report annuallyto the GeneralAssemblyon suchexpenditures.

Section 15. The actis amendedby addinga sectionto read:
Section2597. Distance Learning Grants.—(a) The Secretary of

Educationshallallocategrantsfordistancelearningto schoolentitiesft~om
fundsappropriatedfor this purpose. The amountof a grant may vary
dependingon the needsof the applicants.Grantsshall be directedtoward
rural schoolentitiesandotherschoolentitiesdemonstratingfinancial need
basedon the wealthandfiscal conditionofthe district.

(b) An application for a grantshall addressthe mannerin which a
schoolentityshallenhanceinstructionalprogrammingforstudentsthrough
distancelearning.

(c) As usedin this section,the term “school entity” meansa school
district, intermediateunit,joint schoolor areavocational-technicalschooL

Section 16. This act shall take effect as follows:
(1) The additionof section 1317.2,Article XIII-A andsection 1549 of

the act shall take effect in 90 days.
(2) The remainderof thisact shall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The30th day of June,A.D. 1995.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


