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No. 1995-41

AN ACT

HB 1639

Amendingthe actof December19, 1984 (P.L.1140,No.223),entitled“An act relating
to thedevelopmentof oil andgasand coal; imposingdutiesandpowerson the
Departmentof EnvironmentalResources;imposing notification requirementsto
protect landowners;and providing for definitions, for various requirementsto
regulatethedrilling andoperationof oil andgaswells, for gasstoragereservoirs,
for variousreportingrequirements,including certainrequirementsconcerningthe
operation of coal mines, for well permits, for well registration, for distance
requirements,for well casingrequirements,for safetydevice requirements,for
storagereservoirobligations,for well bondingrequirements,for a Well Plugging
RestrictedRevenueAccountto enforceoil andgaswell pluggingrequirements,for
the creationof an Oil andGasTechnicalAdvisory Board, for oil andgaswell
inspections,for enforcementandfor penalties,”furtherproviding for anindemnity
bond.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. Section203(a) of the act of December19, 1984 (P.L.1140,
No.223),known as the Oil andGas Act, amendedJuly 2, 1992 (P.L.365,
No.78), is amendedto read:
Section203. Well registrationandidentification.

(a) Within oneyearof the effective dateof this arnendatoryact, every
personwho was the owneror operatorof a well in existenceprior to April
18, 1985, which well has not beenregisteredwith the departmentand for
which no drilling permit hasbeen issuedby the department,shall register
suchwell with the department.Any well owneror operatorwhoregistersa
well pursuantto this subsectionand any well owneror operatorwho has
previouslyregisteredawell pursuantto thisact shall,within oneyearof the
effective date of this amendatoryact, identify any abandonedwell on
property suchwell owneror operatorowns or leasesandrequestapproval
from the departmentfor classification of the well as an orphan well.
Information regardingwells to be registeredor identified shall be provided
on forms or in a mannerprescribedby thedepartmentandshall include:

(1) Thenameandaddressof thewell operatorand,if thewell operator
is a corporation, partnership or a person nonresident of the
Commonwealth, there shall be designatedon the well registration
application the name and addressof an agentfor such operatorupon
whomnotices,orders,processor othercommunicationsissuedpursuantto
this act may be served.

(2) Thewell nameof suchwell andthelocation of thewell indicated
by apointon a7 1/2 minuteUnitedStatesGeologicalSurvey topographic
mapor any otherlocation descriptionsufficient to enablethe department
to locatethe well on theground.
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(3) The approximatedateof the drilling, completionof saidwell and
the approximatedepth of said well, the producing horizons, well
constructioninformationanddriller’s logs, if available.

(4) An indemnitybond,an alternativefee in lieu of bondingor such
other evidenceof financial security submittedby the well operatorand
deemedappropriateby thedepartmentandsatisfyingtherequirementsof
section 215. No bond, alternative fee or other evidence of financial
securityshall be requiredfor identificationof an orphanwell. For those
wells drilled prior to theeffectivedateof the act of November30, 1955
(P.L.756,No.225),knownas theGasOperationsWell-Drilling Petroleum
andCoalMining Act, whichhavenot beenbonded,thewell operatorshall
have [threelfive yearsto comply.

(5) A registrationfee of $15 per well or a blanketregistrationfee of
$250 for multiple well registration applicationswhich are submitted
simultaneously.The registrationfee shall be waivedfor a period of one
yearfrom the effectivedateof this amendatoryact, andno fee shall be
chargedfor identificationof anorphanwell.

Section2. This act shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The6th day of July, A.D. 1995.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


