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AN ACT

HB 580

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure)of the Pennsylvania

ConsolidatedStatutes,furtherproviding for exceptionsto governmentalimmunity.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 8542(b)(1) of Title 42 of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutesis amendedand thesection is amendedby addinga
subsectionto read:
§ 8542. Exceptionsto governmentalimmunity.

(b) Acts which may impose liability.—The following acts by a local
agencyor any of its employeesmayresult in theimposition of liability on a
local agency:

(1) Vehicle liability.—The operation of any motor vehicle in the
possessionor controlof thelocal agencyE.J,providedthat thelocalagency
shall not be liable to any plaintiff that claims liability under this
subsection if the plaintçff was, during the course of the alleged
negligence, in flight or fleeing apprehensionor resisting arrest by a
police officer or knowingly aided a group, one or more of whose
memberswere in flight orfleeing apprehensionor resistingarrestby a
police officer. As used in this paragraph,“motor vehicle” means any
vehicle which is self-propelled and any attachmentthereto, including
vehiclesoperatedby rail, throughwateror in theair.

(d) Evidence.—Wheneveranyplaintiffclaimsliability undersubsection
(b)(1), evidenceis admissibleto demonstratethat the plaintifJ at any time
during the courseof the allegednegligence,was engagedorparticipating
in willful misconduct,including, but not limited to, the illegal possession
of controlledsubstances,firearms or ammunition.

Section2. Thisact shallapplytoacauseof actionthataccrueson or after
the effectivedateof thisact.

Section3. This actshall takeeffect in 60 days.

APPROvED—The6th day of July, A.D. 1995.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


