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No. 1995-65

AN ACT

SB 347

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutes,further providing for appealsof contemptcitationsand for
the jurisdiction of the PhiladelphiaMunicipal Court.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 1123(a)(3) and (4) and (a.1) of Title 42 of the
PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutesareamendedto read:
§ 1123. Jurisdictionandvenue.

(a) Generalrule.—Exceptas otherwiseprescribedby any generalrule
adoptedpursuantto section 503 (relating to reassignmentof matters),the
PhiladelphiaMunicipalCourtshallhavejurisdictionof thefollowing matters:

(3) Matters arising underthe act of April 6, 1951 (P.L.69, No.20),
known as The Landlord and Tenant Act of 1951. The judges of the
PhiladelphiaMunicipal Court shall have the power to enterjudgments
exceeding$5,000in mattersarisingunder this subsection.Appealsfrom
ajudgmentof the municipalcourt under this subsectionshall beto the
court of common pleas in accordance with local rules of court
establishedby theadministrativejudgeof the trial division. Thoserules
shall notbeinconsistentwith Statewiderulesofprocedureas-established
by theSupremeCourt.

(4) Civil actions,exceptactionsby or againstaCommonwealthparty
as definedby section 8501 (relating to definitions), wherein the sum
demandeddoes not exceed[$5,000] $10,000, exclusiveof interest and
costs,in thefollowing classesof actions:

(i) In assumpsit.
(ii) In trespass,including all forms of trespassand trespasson the

case.
(iii) Forfines andpenaltiesby any governmentagency.

A plaintiff may waive a portion of his claim of more than [$5,000]
$10,000so as to bring the matterwithin the monetaryjurisdiction of the
municipal court. Such waiver shall be revoked automatically if the
defendantappealsthe final order of the municipal court. In casesunder
this paragraphthe defendantshall haveno right of trial by jury in the
municipal court, but shall have the right to appealfor trial de novo,
including the right of trial by jury, to the court of common pleas, [it
being] in accordance with local rules of court establishedby the
administrativejudge of the trial division. Theserules shall not be
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inconsistentwith Statewiderules of procedureas establishedby the
Supreme Court. it is the purpose of this paragraphto establishan
expeditioussmall claimsprocedurewherebyit shall not benecessaryfor
the litigants to obtain counsel.Judgmentsby confession shall not be
enteredin the municipal court.

(a.I) Appeal from contemptcitation or nuisanceorder.—Thereshall be
aright to appealto the [Courtof Common Pleasof PhiladelphiaCounty]
SuperiorCourtof acontemptcitation issuedby amunicipalcourtjudge[orlr
but the appealshall be limited to a reviewof the record. There shall bea
right of appealto the Court of CommonPleasof Philadelphia County of
an order issuedby a municipal courtjudgein any action undersubsection
(a)(7) or (8), but theappealshall be limited to a reviewof the record.

***

Section2. This actshall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The21stday of November,A.D. 1995.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


