
SESSIONOF 1995 Proclamation 1157

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
GOVERNOR’SOFFICE

HARRISBURG

PROCLAMATION

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT - ARTICLE I

WHEREAS,JointResolutionNo. 1 of 1994proposedto amendArticle I, Section
9 of the Constitution of Pennsylvania.changingprovisionsrelating to the right of
confrontationof theaccusedin acriminalprosecutionto readasfollows:

§ 9. Rightsof accusedin criminal prosecutions.
In all criminal prosecutionstheaccusedhatharightto beheard~by-himselfand

his counsel,to demandthe natureandcauseof the accusationagainsthim, to be
confrontedwith the witnessesagainsthim, tohavecompulsoryprocessfor obtaining
witnessesin his favor, and,in prosecutionsby indictmentor information,aspeedy
public trial by an impartial jury of the vicinage; he cannotbe compelledto give
evidenceagainsthimself,nor canhebedeprivedof his life, liberty or property,unless
by thejudgmentof hispeersor thelaw of theland.Theuseof asuppressedvoluntary
admissionor voluntary confessionto impeachthe credibility of a personmay be
permittedandshallnot beconstruedascompellingapersonto giveevidenceagainst
himself.Notwithstandingtheprovisionsof thissection,theGeneralAssemblymayby
statuteprovidefor themanneroftestimonyof child victimsor child material-witnesses
in criminal proceedings,includingtheuseof videotapeddepositionsor testimonyby
closed-circuittelevision.

WhEREAS,JointResolutionNo. 1 of 1994wasagreedtoby amajorityof the
memberselectedto eachHouseof theGeneralAssemblyandpublishedpursuantto
Article XI, Section1 of theConstitutionof Pennsylvania;and

WHEREAS,in the GeneralAssemblynext afterwardschosen,the aforesaid
amendmentto Article I, Section9 of theConstitutionof Pennsylvaniawasproposed
in JointResolutionNo. 1 of 1995,whichwas agreedtoby amajority of themembers
electedtoeachHouseof theGeneralAssemblyandpublishedpursuantto Article XI,
Section1 of theConstitutionof Pennsylvania;and

WHEREAS,the aforesaidproposedamendmentto Article I, Section 9 of the
Constitutionof Pennsylvaniawas submittedforapprovaltothequalified electorsof
the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniapursuantto Article XI, Section 1 of the
Constitutionof Pennsylvaniaatanelectionheld onNovember7, 1995;and

WHEREAS,theSecretaryof theCommonwealth,pursuantto law, hascertified
tomethattheaforesaidproposedamendmenttoArticle I, Section9 of theConstitution
of Pennsylvaniawasapprovedby amajority of thosevoting thereonon theaforesaid
day;and
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WHEREAS,Section903of Title 1 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes
requirestheGovernor,uponreceivingthe aforesaidcertificationof theSecretaryof
theCommonwealth,toissuehisproclamationindicatingwhetheror not theproposed
amendmentto Article I, Section9 of the Constitution of Pennsylvaniahasbeen
adoptedbyamajority of theelectorsvoting thereon.

NOW THEREFORE,I, ThomasJ. Ridge,Governorof the Commonwealthof
Pennsylvania,do herebyproclaimthattheaforesaidamendmentto Article I, Section
9of theConstitutionofPennsylvaniawasadoptedby amajorityof theelectorsvoting
thereonon November7, 1995.

GIVEN undermyhandandtheGreatSealofthe
Commonwealth,atthe City of Harrisburg,
this twentiethdayof Marchin theyearof our
Lord onethousandninehundredandninety-
six, and of the Commonwealth the two
hundredandtwentieth.

THOMAS J. RIDGE
Governor

BY THE GOVERNOR:

YvetteKane
Secretaryof theCommonwealth


