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No. 1995-2 (SS1)

AN ACT

SB 14

Amending the actof April 9, 1929 (P.L.177,No.175),entitled“An actproviding for
and reorganizing the conductof the executive and administrativework of the
Commonwealthby the Executive Department thereof and the administrative
departments,boards,commissions,and officers thereof, including the boardsof
trusteesof State Normal Schools, or TeachersColleges; abolishing, creating,
reorganizing or authorizing the reorganization of certain administrative
departments,boards, and commissions;defining the powersand dutiesof the
Governor and other executive and administrative officers, and of the several
administrativedepartments,boards,commissions,and officers; fixing thesalaries
of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive and
administrativeofficers; providing for the appointmentof certain administrative
officers, and of all deputies and other assistantsand employes in certain
departments,boards,and commissions;andprescribingthe mannerin which the
numberand compensationof the deputiesandall other assistantsand employesof
certain departments,boards and commissions shall be determined,” further
providing for rightsof crime victims and local conectionalfacilities.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. The definitionof “personalinjury crime” in section479.1of
the actof April 9, 1929 (P.L.177,No.175), known as The Administrative
Codeof 1929,amendedDecember16, 1992 (P.L.1203,No.155), is amended
andthe sectionis amendedby addingadefinition to read:

Section479.1. Definitions.—Thefollowingwordsandphraseswhenused
in sections479 through479.11shallhavethemeaningsgiven to-themin this
sectionunlessthe contextclearly indicatesotherwise:

“Local correctionalfacility” meansanyjail, prisonor detentionfacility
operatedby a county orjointly by more thanone countyand usedfor the
confinementof personsfor safe custody.Theterm doesnot include any
facility usedfor the detentionor confinementofjuveniles.

“Personalinjury crime” meansanact,attemptor threat to commitanact
whichwouldconstituteamisdemeanoror felony asdefmedin andprescribed
by the following:

18 Pa.C.S.Ch. 25 (relatingto criminalhomicide).
18 Pa.C.S.Ch. 27 (relatingto assault).
18 Pa.C.S.Ch. 29 (relating to kidnapping).
18 Pa.C.S.Ch. 31 (relating to sexualoffenses).
18 Pa.C.S.§ 3301 (relating to arsonandrelatedoffenses).
18 Pa.C.S.Ch. 37 (relating to robbery).
18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 49 Subch. B (relating to victim and witness

intimidation).
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75 Pa.C.S.§ 3735(relating to homicideby vehiclewhiledriving under
influence).

The term shall include violations ofanyprotectiveorder issuedasa result
of an act related to domesticviolence.

Section2. Sections479.3, 479.7(d)and479.8 of the act, amendedor
addedDecember16, 1992 (P.L.l203,No.155),areamendedto read:

Section479.3. BasicBill of Rights for Victirns.—Victims of crime have
the following rights:

(1) To receivebasic information concerningthe servicesavailablefor
victims of crime.

(2) To benotified ofcertainsignificantactionsandproceedingswithin the
criminaljusticesystempertainingto their case,asprovided in sections479.6
through479.9.

(3) To be accompaniedat all public criminal proceedingsby a family
member,avictim advocateor anotherperson.

(4) In casesinvolving personalinjury crimes,burglaryor violationsof 75
Pa.C.S.§ 3731 (relating to driving underinfluenceof alcoholor controlled
substance)which involve bodily injury, to submit prior commentto the
prosecutor’soffice on the potentialreductionor droppingof anychargeor
changingof aplea.

(5) To haveopportunityto offer prior commenton the sentencingof a
defendantto include the submissionof a written victim impact statement
detailingthephysical,psychologicalandeconomiceffectsof thecrimeon the
victim and the victim’s family, which statementshall be consideredby the
judgewhendeterminingthedefendant’ssentence.

(6) To berestored,totheextentpossible,to theprecrimeeconomicstatus
through the provision of restitution, compensationas provided under the
crime victims’ compensationprogram pursuantto sections477 through
477.19 andtheexpeditiousreturn of property which is seizedas evidencein
the casewhen, in thejudgmentof the prosecutor,theevidenceis no longer
neededfor prosecutionof the case.

(7) In personalinjury crimeswherethe offender is sentencedto a State
correctionalfacility, to be giventheopportunityto providepriorcommenton
andto receiveStatepostsentencingreleasedecisions,including work release,
furlough,parole,pardonor community treatmentcenterplacementandto be
providedimmediatenoticeof anescapeof the offender.

(7.1) In personalinjury crimes where the offender is sentencedto a
local correctionalfacility, to receivenoticeof the dateofthe releaseof the
offender, including, but not limited to, work release,furlough, paroleor
community treatmentcenterplacementandto beprovidedwith immediate
notice of an escapeof the offender.

(8) To receivenoticewhenanoffenderis committed to amentalhealth
facility from aStatecorrectionalinstitutionandof thedischarge,transferor
escapeof the offenderfrom the mentalhealth facility.
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(9) To haveassistancein thepreparationof, submissionof andfollow-up
on fmancialassistanceclaimsto theCrime Victim’s CompensationBoard.

Section479.7. Responsibilitiesof Prosecutor’sOffice._* * *

(d) In personalinjury crimes,theprosecutor’soffice shallprovidenotice
of theopportunityto submitinput into Statecorrectionalreleasedecisions,to
receive notice of any release of an offender from a State or local
correctionalfacility and to receivenotice of the commitmentto amental
health institution from a Stateor local correctionalinstitution.

Section479.8. Responsibilitiesof Departmentof Corrections, Local
CorrectionalFacilitiesandBoard.—(a) Within oneyearoftheeffectivedate
of this act, the Departmentof Correctionsand the board shall develop
standardizedforms regardingvictim notification.The form shall include the
addresswhere theform is to be sent.The DepartmentofCorrectionsshall
develop a standardizedform which may be usedby local correctional
facilities, in the caseof countieswith victim-witnesscoordinators,the local
correctionalfacility shall perform its responsibilitiesunder this sectionin
cooperationwith the county’s victim-witnesscoordinator.

(b) Wherethe departmentandboard havereceivednoticeof a victim’s
desireto haveinputpursuantto section479.3(7),theappropriateagencyshall
notify the victim sufficiently in advanceof a pending releasedecisionto
extendan opportunityfor prior comment.

(c) The victim’s prior commentmay be oral or written and shall be
consideredby the departmentor the boardas to the advisability of release
andany conditionsof releasewhich may be imposed.

(d) Where the departmentor local correctional facility has received
noticeof a victim’s desireto receive notification regardingescapeof the
offender,thesuperintendentof theStatecorrectionalinstitutionorwardenof
a local correctionalfacility shallimmediatelynotify the victim of theescape.

(e) Where the departmentor local correctional facility has received
notice of avictim’s desireto receivenotification as providedfor in section
479.3(8),thesuperintendentof theStatecorrectionalinstitutionitr warden-of
a local correctionalfacility shall notify thevictim of the commitmentof the
offender to a mentalhealthfacility and the location of the facility within
twenty-fourhoursof the commitment.

(t) All recordsmaintainedby thedepartment,local correctionalfacility
and the board pertaining to victims shall be kept separate,and current
address,telephonenumberandany otherpersonalinformationof the victim
and family membersshall be deemedconfidential.

(g) Thedepartment,local correctionalfacility or theboardshall notify
thevictim of thefinal decisionrendered,the dateofany releaseand-relevant
conditionsimposedprior to thereleaseof theoffender.
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Section 3. Thisactshall take effect in 90 days.

APPROvED—The9th day of March, A.D. 1995.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


