
1064 Act 1995-22(SS1) LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

No. 1995-22(SS1)

AN ACT

SB 54

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure)of the Pennsylvania

ConsolidatedStatutes,further providingfor sentencingin capitalcases.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section971l(a)(2), (b) and (c)(2) of Title 42 of the
PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutesareamendedto read:
§ 9711. Sentencingprocedurefor murderof the first degree.

(a) Procedurein jury trials.—

(2) In thesentencinghearing,evidenceconcerningthe victimandthe
impact that the death of the victim has hadon thefamily of the victim
is admissible.Additionally, evidencemay be presentedas to any other
matterthatthecourtdeemsrelevantandadmissibleon the questionof the
sentenceto be imposed[and]. Evidenceshall includemattersrelating to
anyof theaggravatingor mitigatingcircumstancesspecifiedin- subsections
(d) and (e), and information concerning the victim andthe impact that
the death of the victim has hadon thefamily of the victim. Evidenceof
aggravatingcircumstancesshallbelimited to thosecircumstancesspecified
in subsection(d).

(b) Procedurein nonjury trials andguilty pleas.—Ifthe defendanthas
waived a jury trial or pleadedguilty, the sentencingproceedingshall be
conductedbefore a jury impaneledfor that purposeunlesswaivedby the
defendantwith the consentof the Commonwealth,in which casethe trial
judgeshall heartheevidenceanddeterminethepenaltyin thesamemanner
as would ajury as providedin subsection(a).

(c) Instructionsto jury.—

(2) The court shall instruct the jury that jf it finds at least one
aggravatingcircumstanceandat leastone mitigating circumstance, it
shall consider, in weighing the aggravating and mitigating
circumstances,any evidencepresentedabout the victim and aboutthe
impact of the murder on the victim’s family. The court shall also
instruct the jury on any othermatter that may be just andproperunder
the circumstances.
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Section 2. Theamendmentof 42Pa.C.S.§ 971l(a)(2),(b) and(c)(2) shall
apply to sentencesimposed for offenseswhich take place on or after the
effectivedateof this act.

Section 3. Thisactshall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The 11th day of October,A.D. 1995.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


