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A JOINT RESOLUTION
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Proposing an amendmentto the Constitution of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,further

providing for rights of accusedin criminal prosecutions.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby resolvesas
follows:

Section 1. The following amendmentto theConstitution of Pennsylvaniaisproposed
in accordancewith Article XI:

That section9 of Article I be amendedto read:
§ 9. Rightsof accusedin criminalprosecutions.

In all criminal prosecutionsthe accusedhath a right to be heard by himself andhis
counsel, to demand the nature and causeof the accusation against him to [meet the
witnessesface to facej be confronted with the witnessesagainst him, to have
compulsory process for obtaining witnessesin his favor, and, in prosecutions by
indictment or information, a speedypublic trial by an impartialjury of the vicinage; he
cannotbecompelledto giveevidenceagainsthimself,norcanhebedeprivedof his life,
liberty or property,unlessby thejudgmentof hispeersor thelaw of theland.Theuseof
a suppressedvoluntary admissionor voluntary confessionto impeach thecredibilityof a
person may bepermitted andshall not be construedas compelling apersonto give
evidenceagainst himself.Notwithstandingtheprovisionsofthissection,the General
Assemblymaybystatuteprovide/orthe manneroftestimonyofchi id-victims-erchild
material witnessesin criminal proceedings, including the use of videotaped
depositionsor testimonybyclosed-circuittelevision.

Section 2. The Secretaryof the Commonwealth shall submit this proposed
constitutionalamendmenttothequalifiedelectorsofthis Commonwealthat themunicipal
electionoccurringin November1995.The Secretaryof theCommonwealthshallproceed
to comply with theadvertisingrequirementsof section1 of Article XI of theConstitution
ofPennsylvaniaandshalltransmitthe requiredadvertisementsto twonewspapersiaevery
countyin which suchnewspapersshallbe publishedin sufficient time that they be
publishedasrequiredin section1 ofArticle XI.


