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No. 1995-2(SS1)

A JOINT RESOLUTION

SB4

Proposinganamendmentto the Constitutionof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,further
providingfor the compositionandpowersof the BoardofPardons.

TheGeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniaherebyresolvesas
follows:

Section1. Thefollowingamendmentto the Constitutionof Pennsylvaniais proposed
in accordancewith Article XI:

Thatsection9 ofArticle IV beamendedtoread:
§ 9. Pardoningpower;Boardof Pardons.

(a) In all criminalcasesexceptimpeachmenttheGovernorshallhavepowerto remit
fines andforfeitures, to grantreprieves,commutationof sentencesandpardons;butno
pardonshallbegranted,norsentencecommuted,excepton the recommendationin writing
of a majorityof theBoard of Pardons,and,in thecaseofa sentenceof deathor life
isnprisonment,ontheunanimousrecommendationin writing of theBoardofPar&rn,
after full hearingin opensession,uponduepublic notice.Therecommendation,with the
reasonsthereforat length,shallbedeliveredto theGovernoranda copythereofshallbe
kepton file in theoffice of theLieutenantGovernorin a docketkept for that-purpose.

(b) TheBoard of Pardonsshall consistof the LieutenantGovernorwho shallbe
chairman,theAttorneyGeneralandthreemembersappointedby theGovernorwith-the
consentof [two-thirdsor] amajorityofthememberselectedtothe-Senate-~as-is-specified
by law] for termsof six years.Thethreemembersappointedby the Governorshallbe
residentsof Pennsylvania[and shallbe recognizedleadersin their fields;-one]. One
shall be a [member of thebar,] crimevictim,one a [penologist,]correctionsexpert-and
thethirda doctorof medicine,psychiatristorpsychologist.Theboardshallkeeprecords
of its actions,which shallat all timesbe openfor public inspection.


