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No. 1996-18

AN ACT

SB 140

Amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,further

providing for accidentsinvolving deathor personalinjury.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section3742(b), (c) and(d) of Title 75 of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutesareamendedto read:
§ 3742. Accidentsinvolving deathor personalinjury.

(b) Penalties.—
(1) Exceptas otherwiseprovidedin thissection,anypersonviolating

thissectioncommitsa misdemeanorof the [third] firstdegree.
(2) If the victim suffersseriousbodily injury [or death], any person

violating subsection(a) commitsa [misdemeanorof the first degree.]
felonyof the third degree,and the sentencingcourt shall order the
personto servea minimumterm of imprisonmentof not less than 90
days and a mandatoryminimumfine of $1,000, notwithstandingany
otherprovisionoflaw.

(3) [If the violation of subsection(a) materiallycontributesto any
seriousbodily injury suffered by the victim, any personviolating
subsection(a) commitsa misdemeanorof the first degreeandshall,
upon conviction,besentencedto paya fine of not morethan$10,000
andto imprisonmentfor not less than 90 days nor morethan five
years.]If the victim dies,anypersonviolating subsection(a) commitsa
felonyof the third degree,and the sentencingcourt shall order the
personto servea minimumterm ofimprisonmentof not lessthan one
year and a mandatoryminimumfine of $2,500, notwithstandingany
otherprovisionof law.

[(4) If the violation of subsection(a) materiallycontributesto the
deathof the victim, any personviolating subsection(a) commitsa
felony of thethird degreeandshall, upon conviction,be sentencedto
payafine of not morethan$15,000andto imprisonmentfor not less
thanoneyearnor morethan sevenyears.]
(c) Authority of sentencingcourt.—Thereshall be no authority in any

court to imposeon an offenderto whichthis sectionis applicableanylesser
sentencethanprovidedfor in subsection[(b)(3) or (4)] (b)(2) or (3) or to
place such offender on probation or to suspendsentence.Sentencing
guidelinespromulgatedby thePennsylvaniaCommissionon Sentencingshall
not supersedethemandatorysentencesprovidedin this section.
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(d) Definitions.—Asusedin thissection,theterm “seriousbodily injury”
meansany bodily injury which createsa substantialrisk of deathor which
causesserious,permanentdisfigurementor protractedlossor impairmentof
the function of any bodily memberor organ.

Section2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The4th day of April, A.D. 1996.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


